










































































ORDER NO. 24-437

Certification, the PM may request an extension of the waiver before the 6 months extension ends,
and the PA will then consider recommending an additional extension to the waiver at that time if

warranted.

Attachments Included
Waiver requesting an extension to the low-income enrollment requirement is attached.
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General Waiver Request Form

The Oregon Community Solar Program allows for Project Managers to submit a waiver to the Program
Administrator for select Program Implementation Manual (PIM) project requirements on a case-by-case
basis. The Program Administrator may recommend a waiver of any PIM provision as part of the pre-
certification, certification, or major project amendment process, subject to final approval by the Oregon
Public Utility Commission.

To request a waiver to the low-income subscription discount requirement, please fill out the Low-Income
Discount Waiver Request Form at www.oregoncsp.org. This form is applicable for all other waiver requests. .

The process for requesting a waiver is as follows:

1. The Project Manager will fill out this waiver request form and submit to the Program Administrator
on the Community Solar Program Platform at www.oregoncsp.org. Waiver requests may be submitted

as part of the project pre-certification or certification submittal process. It is recommended that Project
Managers submit their waiver requests early in the process in order to better inform their project planning.

2. The Program Administrator will review the waiver request and provide a recommendation to the Oregon
Public Utility Commission. As part of this review, the Program Administrator may schedule a meeting with
the Project Manager to discuss their project plans. Waiver requests will not be granted automatically but will
be considered based on their merits on a case-by-case basis. The final decision to grant a waiver is made by
the Commission at the time that a project is pre-certified or certified, and the recommendation provided by
the Program Administrator is not binding.

3. The Oregon Public Utility Commission will make a final determination on whether to grant the waiver
request at the time of pre-certification or certification. As part of approving a waiver, the Commission may
place additional conditions on a project that must be met

Oregon Community Solar Program Waiver Request

Project Manager Entity Name: Conifer Community Energy, LLC

Point of Contact Name: Julia Peacock

Point of Contact Phone Number: 301-775-9511

Point of Contact Email: BucknerCreek@luminace.com
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Please provide the specific PIM language you are requesting relief from below:
PIM Chapter: 3

PIM Section: 3.15.2

Description:

10% of low income customers will be verified at time of certification

Please provide a brief narrative that describes:
a) The reason that you are requesting a waiver, and
b) How this waiver would benefit the Program and/or Program Participants.

You may submit this narrative as a separate document if preferred. You may also attach documentation to this waiver request if
relevant and necessary.

Buckner Creek (2.5MWAC/3MWDC)

We have 12+ MWAC of fully constructed projects that are ready to achieve COD in 2024. We are requesting relief
from the OPUC for these projects, as we do not believe CEP will provide enough successful leads to fulfill the LMI
requirements and give our providers enough time for outreach to reach our energization dates in 2024. The five
projects (Dover, Buckner Creek, Marquam Creek, Gun Club, and Chapman Creek) representing 12+ MWAC of OR
Community Solar that have had minimal movement in LMI for more than a month, in addition to over 7-13 months
since the MOUs were executed.

We understand the immense pressure on the CEP, but these projects are fully built, and many have already received
PTO from the respective utility. Without certification, we cannot achieve COD or energize the projects. We have
given enough time for the CEP—as seen in the MOUs with more than 7 months to provide leads for our projects
(some may have been more than a year now).

The newest timeline for Buckner Creek provided by CEP and our provider estimates a mid-February or early March
LMI completion date which would push our energization date back to Q2 2025.

We will continue working with CEP and our subscription managers until LMI is fulfilled, but we are seeking relief here
to ensure that the sites are not sitting idly for months, where customers have already been subscribed. The OPUC's
relief will not only allow 90% of customers on the 12+ MWAC to start seeing the benefits of Community Solar but also
relieve some of the strain in assessing CEP's timeline on these projects. This relief will also help us, as we have
financed these projects to COD in 2024 but have faced constant delays.

Lastly, many of the program participants (subscribers) have been waiting up to a year (depending on when our
subscription manager enrolled them). We would like to avoid losing any of these customers and provide them the
benefits of Community Solar as soon as possible. We have been working closely with Program Administration, CEP,
the Subscription Manager, and the Ultilities to bring these projects online.

We request your approval for a waiver on Buckner Creek that will allow this project to energize and achieve COD
December 2024 which is the estimated scheduled timeframe for the utility to complete the witness test and declare
PTO. The waiver will also allow 90%+ of the subscribers to access Community Solar savings but also continue to
enroll LMI customers in line with CEP's availability with less constraints.
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Project Certification Review and Recommendation

The Oregon Community Solar Program Administrator (PA) has reviewed the certification request of
the project described below and recommends that the project be Certified with a waiver.

Project Information

Project ID: PP-2021-113

Project Name: Chapman Creek Solar

Project Manager: Chapman Creek PM, LLC
Subscription Manager: Arcadia Community Solar, LLC
Utility Service Area: PAC

Project Site Address: 42° 9'15.09"N, 123°37'26.33"W, Cave Junction, OR 97523
Project Size (KkW-AC): 2,990

Carveout-eligible: No

Date of Pre-Certification: 4/15/2022

Expected Commercial Operations Date: 12/18/2024

Project Description

Chapman Creek Solar is a 2,090 kW-AC project located in Cave Junction, Oregon, in Josephine
County. Chapman Creek PM, LLC is controlled by Luminace. Outreach and customer management
will be conducted by Arcadia Community Solar, LLC.

Review Summary

Date Review Completed: 11/22/2024

Project Satisfies all Certification Requirements?: Yes, with waiver.

PA Recommendation: Approve, with the condition that the 10 percent low-income capacity
requirement is met within 9o days of Certification.

Review Notes

The Project has achieved all certification requirements except for the low-income subscription
requirement. The PM provided the Low-Income Facilitator (LIF) with adequate advance notice,
including confirming the project was requesting LIF support for meeting the LI subscription
requirement, and was prepared to receive LI participant referrals and complete LI enrollment.

However, the LIF is experiencing a high number of Tier 1 and Tier 2 projects simultaneously
requesting assistance with meeting the Program’s LI subscription requirement. This has prevented
the LIF from meeting the project’s need in a timeframe that would have allowed the project to
receive and process all LI participant referrals needed to meet the LI subscription requirement
before Certification.

The LIF continues to work closely with the PM’s SM, Arcadia Community Solar, LLC. The LIF is
sufficiently confident the project can reasonably meet the LI subscription requirement within 9o
days after Certification. The project is in good standing and the PA recommends certifying the
project with a 90-day waiver of the LI requirement so that participants currently subscribed can
receive benefits now. If the project does not meet the 10% low-income requirement within 9o days
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after Certification, the PM may request an extension of the waiver before the 9o-day extension ends,
and the PA will then consider recommending an additional extension to the waiver at that time if

warranted.

Attachments Included
Waiver requesting an extension to the low-income enrollment requirement is attached.
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General Waiver Request Form

The Oregon Community Solar Program allows for Project Managers to submit a waiver to the Program
Administrator for select Program Implementation Manual (PIM) project requirements on a case-by-case
basis. The Program Administrator may recommend a waiver of any PIM provision as part of the pre-
certification, certification, or major project amendment process, subject to final approval by the Oregon
Public Utility Commission.

To request a waiver to the low-income subscription discount requirement, please fill out the Low-Income
Discount Waiver Request Form at www.oregoncsp.org. This form is applicable for all other waiver requests. .

The process for requesting a waiver is as follows:

1. The Project Manager will fill out this waiver request form and submit to the Program Administrator
on the Community Solar Program Platform at www.oregoncsp.org. Waiver requests may be submitted

as part of the project pre-certification or certification submittal process. It is recommended that Project
Managers submit their waiver requests early in the process in order to better inform their project planning.

2. The Program Administrator will review the waiver request and provide a recommendation to the Oregon
Public Utility Commission. As part of this review, the Program Administrator may schedule a meeting with
the Project Manager to discuss their project plans. Waiver requests will not be granted automatically but will
be considered based on their merits on a case-by-case basis. The final decision to grant a waiver is made by
the Commission at the time that a project is pre-certified or certified, and the recommendation provided by
the Program Administrator is not binding.

3. The Oregon Public Utility Commission will make a final determination on whether to grant the waiver
request at the time of pre-certification or certification. As part of approving a waiver, the Commission may
place additional conditions on a project that must be met

Oregon Community Solar Program Waiver Request

Project Manager Entity Name: Conifer Community Energy, LLC

Point of Contact Name: Julia Peacock

Point of Contact Phone Number: 301-775-9511

Point of Contact Email: BucknerCreek@luminace.com
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Please provide the specific PIM language you are requesting relief from below:

PIM Chapter: 3

PIM Section: 3.15.2

Description:

10% of low income customers will be verified at time of certification

Please provide a brief narrative that describes:
a) The reason that you are requesting a waiver, and
b) How this waiver would benefit the Program and/or Program Participants.

You may submit this narrative as a separate document if preferred. You may also attach documentation to this waiver request if
relevant and necessary.

Buckner Creek (2.5MWAC/3MWDC)

We have 12+ MWAC of fully constructed projects that are ready to achieve COD in 2024. We are requesting relief
from the OPUC for these projects, as we do not believe CEP will provide enough successful leads to fulfill the LMI
requirements and give our providers enough time for outreach to reach our energization dates in 2024. The five
projects (Dover, Buckner Creek, Marquam Creek, Gun Club, and Chapman Creek) representing 12+ MWAC of OR
Community Solar that have had minimal movement in LMI for more than a month, in addition to over 7-13 months
since the MOUs were executed.

We understand the immense pressure on the CEP, but these projects are fully built, and many have already received
PTO from the respective utility. Without certification, we cannot achieve COD or energize the projects. We have
given enough time for the CEP—as seen in the MOUs with more than 7 months to provide leads for our projects
(some may have been more than a year now).

The newest timeline for Buckner Creek provided by CEP and our provider estimates a mid-February or early March
LMI completion date which would push our energization date back to Q2 2025.

We will continue working with CEP and our subscription managers until LMI is fulfilled, but we are seeking relief here
to ensure that the sites are not sitting idly for months, where customers have already been subscribed. The OPUC's
relief will not only allow 90% of customers on the 12+ MWAC to start seeing the benefits of Community Solar but also
relieve some of the strain in assessing CEP's timeline on these projects. This relief will also help us, as we have
financed these projects to COD in 2024 but have faced constant delays.

Lastly, many of the program participants (subscribers) have been waiting up to a year (depending on when our
subscription manager enrolled them). We would like to avoid losing any of these customers and provide them the
benefits of Community Solar as soon as possible. We have been working closely with Program Administration, CEP,
the Subscription Manager, and the Ultilities to bring these projects online.

We request your approval for a waiver on Buckner Creek that will allow this project to energize and achieve COD
December 2024 which is the estimated scheduled timeframe for the utility to complete the witness test and declare
PTO. The waiver will also allow 90%+ of the subscribers to access Community Solar savings but also continue to
enroll LMI customers in line with CEP's availability with less constraints.
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