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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

OF OREGON 
 

UM 1452 
 

In the Matter of 
 
IDAHO POWER COMPANY 
 
Requests approval of tariffs, and 
applications necessary to implement a 
Volumetric Incentive Rate Pilot Program 
for Solar Photovoltaic Energy Systems in 
compliance with Order No. 10-198. 
 

 
 
 

ORDER 

 
 
 DISPOSITION: ORDER NO. 10-198 MODIFIED; ADVICE NO. 10-11  
  ALLOWED TO GO INTO EFFECT 
 
 On May 28, 2010, we issued Order No. 10-198 in Docket UM 1452 
establishing the necessary components for the solar photovoltaic pilot programs required 
under ORS 757.365.   In the order, we directed the three subject electric companies, 
Portland General Electric Company (PGE), PacifiCorp, dba Pacific Power (Pacific Power), 
and Idaho Power Company (Idaho Power), to make certain filings.  Specifically, we 
directed Idaho Power to file all tariffs and applications necessary to implement the pilot 
programs for small scale systems.1   
 
 On June 21, 2010, Idaho Power filed Advice No. 10-11 and requested 
approval of Schedule 88, Solar Photovoltaic Pilot Program, with an effective date of  
July 1, 2010.  Idaho Power also seeks to rename Schedule 60 to Off-Grid Photovoltaic 
Service, with the same effective date.  Idaho Power also filed contracts, agreements, and 
applications necessary to implement the pilot programs.   
 
 Staff of the Public Utility Commission of Oregon reviewed Idaho Power’s 
proposed interconnection and service agreements, applications for interconnection, billing 
calculations for the net-metering option, capacity reservation applications, and proposed 
on-line capacity reservation process.  

                                              
1 Small scale systems are those with nameplate generating capacity of 10 kilowatts (kW) or less.   
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DISCUSSION 

 
 During its review of the filings made by Idaho Power and other subject 
electric companies, Staff identified several issues from Order No. 10-198 that need 
clarification.  Staff presented that list of issues, as well as its recommendations, in a  
June 25, 2010 Staff Report.  Staff's Report is attached as Appendix A, and incorporated by 
reference. 
 
 At a June 28, 2010 Public Meeting, we adopted Staff’s recommendations to 
clarify Order No. 10-198 as follows: 
 

1. Kilowatts of direct current capacity must be used to define the 
nameplate capacity of solar photovoltaic systems and the 
system-size categories for the solar pilot programs. 

 
2. Kilowatts of direct current capacity must be used to calculate 

capacity reservation deposits for the solar pilot programs. 
 
3. Capacity reservation deposits must be refunded to program 

participants and to applicants once the solar system is on-line 
or if the capacity reservation is rejected by the electric 
company.  Deposits will not be refunded to retail customers 
who fail to complete the interconnection application within two 
months, or fail to install their system within the designated 
12-month timeframe. 

 
4. PGE and PacifiCorp must allocate one-third of their first year 

capacity allocation to the July 1, 2010 to September 30, 2010 
reservation period and two-thirds to the October 1, 2010 to 
March 31, 2011 time period. 

 
5. Idaho Power must allocate half of its total capacity allocation 

to the July 1, 2010 to March 31, 2011 reservation period and 
half to the April 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012 time period. 

 
6. The electric companies may not accept capacity reservation 

applications after the allocated capacity limit has been reached 
during each reservation period. 
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7. For participants in the small-scale and medium-scale pilot 
programs, the electric companies must use a participants’ gross 
monthly usage to calculate the monthly charges for (1) public 
programs, such as the Energy Trust of Oregon energy 
conservation funding; (2) costs stemming from power costs 
adjustment mechanisms; (3) amortization of deferred excess 
variable power costs; and (4) any other costs that should be 
spread equally to an electric company’s customers, such as the 
Klamath Dam removal surcharge for Pacific Power customers. 

 
8. All solar systems in the PGE and PacifiCorp service territories 

must be installed by trade allies in good standing with the 
Energy Trust of Oregon. 

 
9. The pilot program participants are required to obtain, and 

maintain general liability coverage in the amount of $1 million 
to protect against bodily injury and property damage. 

 
 We also made two additional clarifications to Order No. 10-198.  First, in 
processing capacity reservations, the electric companies are allowed to deviate slightly 
from capacity limits to help ensure that applications are granted on a first come, first 
served basis.  Second, all electric companies must assist net-metered participants to size 
their systems in compliance with OAR 860-084-0100(2)(e).  
 
 With those clarifications, we also adopted Staff’s recommendation that 
Idaho Power’s Schedule 88, as well as the housekeeping changes to Schedule 60, be 
allowed to go into effect on July 1, 2010. 
 
 

 
. 




















