ORDER NO. 19-068

ENTERED  Feb 28 2019
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON
UM 1978
In the Matter of
AVISTA CORPORATION, dba AVISTA ORDER

UTILITIES,

Application for Deferral of Low-Income Rate
Assistance Program Expenses Collected
Through Rate Schedule 493.

DISPOSITION: STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED

At its public meeting on February 26, 2019, the Public Utility Commission of Oregon
adopted Staff’s recommendation in this matter. The Staff Report with the
recommendation is attached as Appendix A.

BY THE COMMISSION:
o 7 {’ o 7
/ alan 7V n

Nolan Moser
Chief Administrative Law Judge

A party may request rehearing or reconsideration of this order under ORS 756.561. A
request for rehearing or reconsideration must be filed with the Commission within 60 days
of the date of service of this order. The request must comply with the requirements in
OAR 860-001-0720. A copy of the request must also be served on each party to the
proceedings as provided in OAR 860-001-0180(2). A party may appeal this order by filing
a petition for review with the Circuit Court for Marion County in compliance with ORS
183.484.
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ITEM NO. CA7

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF OREGON
STAFF REPORT
PUBLIC MEETING DATE: February 26, 2019

REGULAR = CONSENT X EFFECTIVE DATE December 31, 2018
DATE: February 19, 2019
TO: Public Utility Commission
FROM: Mitchell Moore,nph

_ Lﬁé/u <73
THROUGH: Jason Eisdorfér and John Crider

SUBJECT: AVISTA UTILITIES: (Docket No. UM 1978) Requests authorization to
defer costs associated with Low-Income Rate Assistance Program.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve Avista Utilities’ (Avista or Company)
request to authorize the deferral of costs associated with its Low-Income Rate
Assistance Program (LIRAP) for the 12-month period beginning December 31, 2018.1

DISCUSSION:

Issue

Whether the Commission should approve Avista’s request for authorization to defer
costs associated with its low-income rate assistance program.

Applicable Law

Avista makes this filing in accordance with 757.259 and OAR 860-027-0300. ORS
757.259(2)(e) authorizes the Commission to allow a utility to defer, for later recovery in
rates, expenses or revenues in order to minimize frequency of rate changes or to match
appropriately the costs borne by and benefits received by customers. OAR 860-027-
0300 sets forth several requirements for applications to defer.

1 Avista filed this deferral at the request of Staff due to a change in understanding regarding the need for
deferrals underlying certain balancing accounts.
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Conclusion

As the Company’s application meets the requirements of ORS 757.259 and OAR 860-
027-0300, and the reason for the deferral is valid, Staff recommends the Commission
approve Avista's application.

PROPOSED COMMISSION MOTION:

Approve Avista’s request to authorize the deferral of costs associated with its LIRAP
program for the 12-month period beginning December 31, 2018.

Avista UM 1978 LIRAP Deferral
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