
ORDER NO. 09-088

ENTERED 03/16/09

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

UM 1327(1)

In the Matter of

NW NATURAL GAS CORPORATION, dba
NW NATURAL

Application for Reauthorization to Defer Smart
Energy Program Communication Costs.

)
)
) ORDER
)
)
)
)

DISPOSITION: APPLICATION APPROVED

On June 29, 2007, in conjunction with the filing of Advice No. 07-4, the
Smart Energy Program Tariff, Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural (NW
Natural or Company), filed an application with the Public Utility Commission of Oregon
(Commission), for an accounting order regarding Smart Energy Program expenditures. The
application was withdrawn and replaced with an amended application on July 30, 2007.
On August 28, 2007, the Company filed a supplemental deferral application that modified
and clarified the deferral request. The amended deferral application requested deferral
of startup costs for the 12-month period starting January 1, 2008, which the company
estimated as $622,000. The Commission approved NW Natural’s request in Order
No. 07-383.

On December 3, 2008, NW Natural filed an application requesting
reauthorization to defer costs associated with this program pursuant to ORS 757.259 and
OAR 860-027-0300, effective January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009. The Company
estimates it will defer approximately $475,000 for the 2009 deferral period. At its Public
Meeting on March 10, 2009, the Commission adopted Staff’s recommendation to approve
the application. A complete description of the filing, its procedural history, and Staff’s
analysis are contained in the Staff Report, attached as Appendix A and incorporated by
reference.

Staff concludes that NW Natural has demonstrated that it has been
successful in achieving, and exceeding its initial goals in its Smart Energy Program.
NW Natural has presented its achievement to the Portfolio Options Committee which is
in support of allowing NW Natural to defer a second year of startup costs.












