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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

WA 60 (1)

In the Matter of the Application by
Sunriver Water LLC for Expansion of
Exclusive Service Territory to Provide
Water Service, Pursuant to ORS
758.300 Through ORS 758.320.

)
)
)
)
)

ORDER

DISPOSITION: APPLICATION GRANTED

On May 9, 2006, Sunriver Water LLC (Applicant or Company) filed,
pursuant to Oregon Administrative Rule 860-036-0915, an application with the Public
Utility Commission (Commission) for expansion of exclusive service territory for the
provision of water service. See ORS 758.302. The original territory award was made in
Order No. 01-991, dated November 21, 2001. The territory sought is described in
Appendix A. The Commission gave notice of the application starting on May 11, 2006,
as required by the statutes. No protest was registered.

Applicant is an investor owned water utility that provides water service to
more than 4,000 customers in the Sunriver Lodge and Resort area. Service to the
expanded territory described in Appendix A began in March of this year and is projected
for complete build out and system utilization by October 2025.

FINDING OF FACTS

Merits of the Application

Staff’s analysis of the company’s application indicates that the company
will be able to adequately and exclusively provide water service to the expanded service
territory as required in OAR 860-036-0900 through OAR 860-036-0930.

The evaluative criteria are:

1) Water Capacity
Sunriver will serve the expanded service territory with the unused capacity

from the existing system and enhancements thereto.
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2) Technical Ability
Sunriver has operated a water system since the 1970s. The current staff

has collective total experience in water utility operations in excess of one hundred-fifty
years and no staff increase is required. Staff credentials include Water Distribution
Levels 1 and 2, Cross Connection Control Inspector and/or Tester, and Water Treatment
Level 1.

3) Reasonable Rates
Sunriver is a fully regulated public utility with tariffs on file with the

Commission.

OPINION
Jurisdiction

ORS 757.005 defines a public utility as “Any corporation, company,
individual, association of individuals, or its lessees, trustees, or receivers that owns,
operates, manages or controls all or a part of any plant or equipment in this state for the
production, transmission, delivery or furnishing of . . . water . . . directly or indirectly to
or for the public.”

Applicable Law

The 1999 Oregon Legislature enacted ORS 758.300 through 758.320,
which provide that all public water utilities may file an application with the Commission
seeking an order designating the service territory that the utility served adequately and
exclusively on the date of the application, as exclusive service territory. In addition any
adjacent area may be included therein given compliance with ORS 758.302(2).

On April 11, 2000, the Commission adopted rules (AR 370) governing the
allocation of exclusive service territory to water utilities. Oregon Administrative Rules
860-036-0900 through OAR 860-036-0930 specify the service territory application
requirements and processes necessary to meet the requirements of ORS 758.300 through
ORS 758.320.

Disposition

Applicant has met the service territory requirements and processes set out
in OAR 860-036-0900 through OAR 860-036-0930 and is entitled to the expanded
exclusive territory described in Appendix A.








