
ORDER NO. 05-722

ENTERED 06/01/05
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

AR 494

In the Matter of a Rulemaking to Amend
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)

ORDER

DISPOSITION: RULES AMENDED

On April 5, 2005, the Public Utility Commission (Commission) initiated this
rulemaking proceeding. On April 6, 2005, the Commission filed a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking and a Statement of Need and Fiscal Impact with the Secretary of State. Notice
of the rulemaking was published in the Oregon Bulletin on May 1, 2005. Interested persons
were given until May 23, 2005, to file written comments or request a hearing. No comments
were filed and no hearing was requested.

On May 31, 2005, the Commission deliberated this matter at its regular
meeting and entered the decisions set out in this order.

Under ORS 757.039, the Commission is empowered to adopt safety rules
pertaining to the transmission, distribution, storage, or treatment of fuel gas transported by
pipeline. The statute also authorizes the Commission to enter into agreements with the
US Department of Transportation (USDOT) to enforce federal pipeline safety regulations
pertaining to pipeline facilities in Oregon. The Commission has entered into agreements
with USDOT for enforcement over intrastate gas pipeline facilities. As part of its annual
agreement, the Commission certifies to USDOT that it has or is in the process of adopting all
current federal pipeline safety regulations applicable to intrastate gas pipelines and liquefied
natural gas facilities. The federal amendments being adopted in this rulemaking include
those from Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 49, Part 192 (including six
amendments), and Part 193 (including one amendment).

The most prominent item in this rulemaking is the adoption of federal
Amendment 192-95 entitled "Pipeline Integrity Management for Transmission Lines in
HCAs." This rule requires operators to develop integrity management programs for gas
transmission pipelines located where a leak or rupture could do the most harm, i.e., could
impact high consequence areas (HCAs). The rule requires gas transmission pipeline operators
to perform ongoing assessments of pipeline integrity, to improve data collection, integration,
and analysis, to repair and remediate the pipeline as necessary, and to implement preventive
and mitigative actions. This rule comprehensively addresses statutory mandates, safety








