
ORDER NO. 05-1055

ENTERED 09/29/05

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

UG 166/UM 1216/UM 1218

In the Matter of

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS

Reflects Changes in the Cost of Purchased
Gas and Technical Adjustments. (UG 166)

Requests Reauthorization of the PGA
(Purchased Gas Adjustment) Deferral
Mechanism. (UM 1216)

Petition to Adopt New Billing Accuracy
Service Quality Measure. (UM 1218)

)
)
)
)
)
) ORDER
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DISPOSITION: TARIFF REVISIONS EFFECTIVE; WAIVER
GRANTED; SERVICE QUALITY MEASURE
ADOPTED

On August 15, 2005, Northwest Natural Gas (NW Natural or company)
submitted its annual gas cost tracking and technical adjustment filing, commonly known as
its Purchased Gas Cost Adjustment (PGA) filing, with the Public Utility Commission of
Oregon (Commission). The PGA allows NW Natural to adjust tariffs annually for known
and measurable changes in purchased base gas costs and for changes in amortization rates
relating to the PGA balancing account and other deferred accounts. This filing included a
proposed increase in annual revenues in Advice No. 05-9A, docketed as UG 166,
effective October 1, 2005. In a concurrent filing, docketed as UM 1216, NW Natural
requested reauthorization of deferrals under the company’s PGA mechanism. In a third
filing, docketed as UM 1218, NW Natural is petitioning for approval of a Billing
Accuracy Service Quality Measure. A description of the filing is found in Staff’s Report,
attached as Appendix A, and incorporated by reference.

On September 13, 2005, NW Natural filed replacement tariff sheets to
correct errors found by Staff, along with a request to waive statutory notice (L.S.N.). 
NW Natural requested that all proposed tariff sheets become effective October 1, 2005.
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At its public meeting on September 22, 2005, the Commission adopted
Staff’s recommendation to approve the L.S.N. and allow the tariff revisions of Advice
No. 05-9A to become effective with service on and after October 1, 2005. In addition,
the Commission adopted Staff’s recommendation that a waiver of OAR 860-021-0135 be
granted for the application to amortize the balance in the deferred account for partial
decoupling, including the effects of a correction for weather data used to calculate the
Schedule 190 Partial Decoupling Mechanism from November 15, 2003 to June 30, 2004.

Finally, the Commission adopted Staff’s recommended reauthorization to
use deferred accounting in accordance with the PGA balancing account, and granted the
company’s petition to establish a Billing Accuracy Service Quality Measure.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Northwest Natural’s request for amortization of deferred accounts,
base gas cost changes, and rate changes as requested in Docket
No. UG 166 is granted.

2. Northwest Natural’s request for a waiver of the requirements of
OAR 860-021-0135 related to the collection of Schedule 190
underbillings is granted.

3. Northwest Natural’s request for reauthorization of deferred accounting,
for the Purchased Gas Balancing Account mechanism, Schedule
No. 169, for one year beginning October 1, 2005, is granted.














































