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Avista Corp. 

1411 East Mission   P.O. Box 3727 

Spokane. Washington  99220-0500 

Telephone 509-489-0500 

Toll Free   800-727-9170 

 

November 7, 2016 

 

Advice No. 16-14-G 

 

Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

201 High St SE Suite 100 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

Attention: Filing Center 

 

Pursuant to OAR 860-022-0025(1), attached for filing with the Commission is an electronic copy 

of Avista Corporation’s, dba Avista Utilities (“Avista or the Company”), filing of its proposed 

changes to the following tariff sheets, P.U.C. OR No. 5: 

 

Thirteenth Revision Sheet B Canceling Supplemental Twelfth Revision Sheet B 

First Revision Sheet 469 Canceling Original Sheet 469 

 

As explained in more detail below, the Company is requesting a rate reduction of $1,340,940, or 

1.4%, effective January 1, 2017.  In addition to the modifications proposed to the tariff sheets listed 

above, the Company is proposing to cancel the following tariff sheets: 

 
First Revision Sheet 486 

Third Revision Sheet 486A 

First Revision Sheet 486B 

Third Revision Sheet 486C 

Fourth Revision Sheet 486D 

Original Sheet 487 

Original Sheet 487A 

Original Sheet 487B 

Original Sheet 487C 

Original Sheet 487D 

Third Revision Sheet 490 

Second Revision Sheet 490A 

Second Revision Sheet 490B 

Second Revision Sheet 492 
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Second Revision Sheet 492A 

Second Revision Sheet 492B 

Second Revision Sheet 492C 

Second Revision Sheet 492D 

First Revision Sheet 492E 

 

The primary purpose of this filing is to adjust Schedule 469, “Public Purpose Funding Surcharge”, 

to reflect the rates required to fund the Company’s 2017 energy efficiency programs. Specifically, 

the funds will go towards the delivery of energy efficiency programs administered by the Energy 

Trust of Oregon (“ETO”), Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (“NEEA”) natural gas programs, 

the Avista Oregon Low Income Energy Efficiency Program (“AOLIEE”), and Company energy 

efficiency program administrative costs.    

 

The proposed budget for energy efficiency programs in 2017 is as follows: 

 

Expenditure Type Budget % 

ETO   $        1,036,869  51.6% 

AOLIEE  $           350,000  17.4% 

NEEA  $           253,000 12.6% 

Avista Admin  $           360,623 17.9% 

2016 Customer Rebates  $              10,000 0.5% 

Total  $        2,010,492   

     

Included within the budget for 2017 is a small amount of funding, $10,000, related to 2016 

customer rebate payments.  Because the Company’s direct delivery of energy efficiency programs 

ends on December 31, 2016, customers may continue to submit rebate forms early in 2017.  The 

Company has updated its rebate forms to notify customers that they must submit their forms by 

February 28, 2017 to be eligible for a rebate.   

 

The Company’s Public Purpose Funding Surcharge was approved effective May 1, 2016 as a result 

of Avista’s 2015 general rate case, Docket No. UG-288.  In that filing (Advice No. 16-05-G), the 

Company designed rates to collect approximately $1.6 million for the May through December 

2016 time period.  These rates, on an annualized basis (i.e., including January through April), will 

collect approximately $3.1 million, more than what the Company needs for 2017 as shown above.   

 

In addition, the Company’s is estimating that it will have a year-end surplus of approximately $0.4 

million related to the funds collected in the May-December 2016 time period.  In the end, the 

estimated budget requirements for 2017 of $2.0 million is less than the amount of funding present 

rates will provide, and coupled with an estimated surplus of funding from 2016, the Company is 

requesting an overall rate reduction of $1,340,940, or 1.4%, effective January 1, 2017.       

 

The Company is proposing that the collection of the revenue would be on a uniform percentage of 

revenue basis from Schedules 410, 420, 424 and 444, consistent with present Schedule 469 
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funding.  Pursuant to OAR 860-022-0025 and OAR 860-022-0030, the total number of customers 

affected by the filing, and the annual revenue before and after the impact of the proposed rate 

change, are as follows: 

 

Rate Schedule Number of Customers 

Schedule 410 88,996 

Schedule 420 11,599 

Schedule 424 81 

Schedule 440 36 

Schedule 444 4 

 

  

 
 

A residential customer using an average of 46 therms a month could expect their bill to decrease 

by $0.87, or 1.6 percent, for a revised monthly bill of $55.18 effective January 1, 2017. 

 

Other Issues Included in this Filing 

Because the vast majority of the Company’s energy efficiency programs will be administered by 

the ETO beginning January 1, 2017, the Company is proposing to cancel the following tariff sheets 

effective January 1, 2017 as these programs will no longer be available for customers. 

  

 Schedule 486 – Residential Energy Efficiency Schedule 

 Schedule 487 – Commercial Energy Conservation Services Program 

 Schedule 490 – Residential Energy Efficiency Equipment Program 

 Schedule 492 – Commercial/Industrial DSM Incentive Program 

 

Also included in this filing are updates to the Company’s tariff Sheet B, “Table of Contents”.  The 

Company proposes to remove Schedules 486, 487, 490, and 492 from the Table of Contents, as 

well as add tariff Schedules 477 (“Residual Deferral Amortization”) and 479 (“Senate Bill 408 

Amortization”), which were approved by the Commission with an effective date of November 1, 

2016. 

 

Rate Schedule Present Revenue Decrease Proposed Revenue % Decrease

Schedule 410 60,082,033$           (937,324)$          59,144,709$             -1.6%

Schedule 420 26,566,388$           (383,196)$          26,183,192$             -1.4%

Schedule 424 2,192,396$             (20,488)$            2,171,908$               -0.9%

Schedule 440 1,183,435$             -$                  1,183,435$               0.0%

Schedule 444 152,540$                68$                    152,608$                  0.0%

Schedule 456 3,318,239$             -$                  3,318,239$               0.0%

Schedule 447 213,000$                -$                  213,000$                  0.0%

93,708,031$           (1,340,940)$       92,367,091$             -1.4%








