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Q. PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME, OCCUPATION, AND BUSINESS ADDRESS. 1 

A.  My name is Carla Owings.  I am a Senior Revenue Requirement Analyst in the 2 

Rates and Tariffs section of the Electric and Natural Gas Division of the Public 3 

Utility Commission of Oregon (“OPUC”) Staff.  My business address is 550 Capitol 4 

Street NE, Suite 215, Salem, Oregon 97301-2551.  My qualifications appear in Joint 5 

Stipulating Parties Exhibit 210. 6 

  My name is Dustin Ball.   I am a Senior Financial Analyst employed by the 7 

OPUC.  My business address is 550 Capitol Street NE, Suite 215, Salem, Oregon 8 

97301-2551. My qualifications appear in Joint Stipulating Parties Exhibit 211. 9 

  My name is Jay Tinker.  I am a Project Manager for Portland General Electric 10 

Company (“PGE” or the “Company”).  My business address is 121 SW Salmon 11 

Street, Portland, Oregon 97204.  My qualifications are set forth in PGE/100, 12 

Tamlyn-Tinker/5. 13 

  My name is Ellen Blumenthal.  I am a consultant for the Industrial Customers of 14 

Northwest Utilities (“ICNU”).  My business address is 13517 Queen Johana Court, 15 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78418.  My qualifications appear in Joint Stipulating Parties 16 

Exhibit 212. 17 

  My name is Bob Jenks.  I am Executive Director for the Citizens' Utility Board 18 

("CUB").  My business address is 610 SW Broadway, Suite 308, Portland, Oregon 19 

97205.  My qualifications appear in Joint Stipulating Parties Exhibit 213. 20 

Q. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR TESTIMONY? 21 

A. Staff, PGE, ICNU and CUB, hereinafter referred to as the Stipulating Parties, come 22 

together to provide this testimony in support of the Stipulation filed in Docket 23 
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No. UE 178, regarding PGE’s tax filing as it relates to Senate Bill 408 ("SB 408"), 1 

codified at ORS 757.267 and 757.268, and implemented by OAR 860-022-0041.  2 

Pursuant to ORS 757.268 and OAR 860-022-0041, on October 15, 2007, PGE filed 3 

its tax report for calendar-years 2004, 2005 and 2006 (the "Tax Report"), and tariff 4 

revision sheets filed as Advice No. 07-24.  On November 7, 2007, Chief ALJ Grant 5 

entered a procedural schedule for the docket.  Pursuant to the procedural schedule, 6 

PGE filed opening testimony on December 3, 2007.  On December 19, 2007, Staff 7 

and ICNU filed issues lists and initial findings.  In connection with its initial findings 8 

("Staff's Initial Findings"), Staff requested that PGE amend its tax report for 9 

calendar-year 2006 to reflect Staff’s recommendations.  ICNU’s consultant worked 10 

with Staff and agreed with Staff’s Initial Findings.  In response to Staff’s request, 11 

PGE filed an amended 2006 tax report for calendar-year 2006 on January 2, 2008, 12 

reflecting some but not all of Staff’s recommendations (the "Amended 2006 Tax 13 

Report").  Settlement conferences were held on January 7, 2008, and January 17, 14 

2008.  As a result of those settlement discussions, the Stipulating Parties have 15 

agreed to the terms of the Stipulation and to submit the Stipulation to the 16 

Commission.  The Stipulating Parties request that the Commission issue an order 17 

approving the Stipulation and implementing its terms. 18 

Q. DO ALL PARTIES AGREE TO PGE’S TAX FILING BASED ON ITS REVIEW? 19 

A. For the purposes of settlement, the Stipulating Parties agree only that the net 20 

refund amount of $37.2 million for federal, state and local taxes for calendar-year 21 

2006, as reflected in the Amended 2006 Tax Report, satisfies the methodologies 22 

as currently written in OAR 860-022-0041.  The Stipulating Parties do not agree, 23 
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however, whether the methodologies set forth in OAR 860-022-0041 are 1 

consistent with the goals of ORS 757.268.  The Stipulating Parties reserve the 2 

right to challenge the methodologies in OAR 860-022-0041 in another proceeding. 3 

Although the Stipulating Parties have agreed to the outcome of a refund due 4 

to ratepayers, the Stipulating Parties disagree on some of the revisions 5 

recommended in Staff’s Initial Findings.  In Staff’s Initial Findings, Staff requested 6 

that the Company:  (a) use the results of operations in developing the ratios 7 

required by ORS 757.268; (b) use the Oregon Schedule AP as the source data for 8 

Lines 6-8 of Page 2 and Lines 7-9 of Page 4 of Staff's Template; (c) apply the 9 

“greater of” determination on an annual basis, not to each of the two partial years; 10 

(d) split the stand-alone liabilities from the results of operations between the two 11 

partial years; (e) remove Schedule M adjustments for the SB 408 accrual as well 12 

as regulatory disallowances prior to applying the Schedule Ms for purposes of 13 

calculating the Stand-alone liability; (f) remove the effect of the normalizing 14 

adjustments from the calculation of the depreciation amount to be added back on 15 

Page 6 of Staff's Template under the Stand-alone and Consolidated methods; 16 

(g) revise Page 1 of the template to include relevant portions of the tax report for 17 

Lines 2 and 3; (h) correct a mathematical error on Page 7c of the Staff Template; 18 

and (i) calculate deferred tax amounts reflected on Page 6 of the Staff Template 19 

based on actual book-tax differences rather than estimated differences. 20 

Q. DID PGE AGREE TO PERFORM ANY OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED 21 

REVISIONS REQUESTED BY STAFF? 22 
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A. Yes.  PGE agreed to revise items (f), (g), (h) and (i) above and has provided Staff 1 

with a revised template reflecting such revisions.  The remaining Staff 2 

recommendations items, (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e), remain unresolved.  However, 3 

the Stipulating Parties have agreed, as part of the Stipulation, that these 4 

unresolved issues do not affect the reasonableness of the stipulated overall refund 5 

amount and need not be resolved in this docket.  The Stipulating Parties expect 6 

that some or all of these unresolved issues will be addressed in a future 7 

rulemaking proceeding. 8 

Q. ARE THERE ANY OTHER ISSUES NOT RESOLVED BY THE STIPULATION? 9 

A. Yes. There are two other unresolved issues.  First, PGE has proposed to amortize 10 

the refund amount over two years.  ICNU opposes this amortization schedule and 11 

believes the refund should occur over one year.  The Stipulating Parties wish to 12 

preserve their respective positions on this issue and address this issue in briefs filed 13 

later in this docket.  Second, PGE has raised constitutional concerns regarding the 14 

treatment of the tax benefits from the sale of a non-utility asset (an LM 6000 turbine) 15 

in the Tax Report and the Amended 2006 Tax Report.  Removal of the tax benefit 16 

from the LM 6000 sale from the Amended 2006 Tax Report would reduce the refund 17 

amount by approximately $4.9 million, resulting in a net refund amount of 18 

$32.3 million.  PGE supports such an adjustment.  The other Stipulating Parties 19 

oppose it.  The Stipulating Parties will address this issue in briefs filed later in this 20 

docket. 21 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING FURTHER ON THESE ISSUES OR ANY OTHER 22 

ISSUES? 23 
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A. No. 1 

Q. DOES THIS CONCLUDE YOUR TESTIMONY? 2 

A. Yes.3 
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WITNESS QUALIFICATION STATEMENT 

 

NAME: Carla M. Owings 

EMPLOYER: Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

TITLE: Senior Utility Analyst/Revenue Requirement/Rates and Regulation 

ADDRESS: 550 Capitol Street NE Suite 215 
Salem, Oregon 97301-2115. 

EDUCATION: Professional Accounting Degree 
Trend College of Business 1983 

EXPERIENCE: I have been employed by the Public Utility Commission of Oregon 
since April of 2001.  I am the Senior Utility Analyst for revenue 
requirement for the Rates and Regulation Division of the Utility 
Program.  Current responsibilities include leading research and 
providing technical support on a wide range of policy issues for 
electric, telecommunications, and gas utilities.   

 From September 1994 to April 2001, I worked for the Oregon 
Department of Revenue as a Senior Industrial/Utility Appraiser.  I 
was responsible for the valuation of large industrial properties as 
well as utility companies throughout the State of Oregon. 

 I have testified in behalf of the Public Utility Commission in Docket 
Nos. UE 180, UM 1234, UE 167, UE 180, UE 188, UM 1234, 
UM 1261, UM 1271 and UG 171.   

OTHER EXPERIENCE: I received my certification from the National Association of State 
Boards of Accountancy in the Principles of Public Utilities 
Operations and Management in March of 1997.  I have attended the 
Institute of Public Utilities sponsored by the National Association of 
Regulatory Utility Commissioners at Michigan State University in 
August of 2002 and the College of Business Administration and 
Economics at New Mexico State University’s Center for Public 
Utilities in May of 2004.   

 In 2005, I attended the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners Advanced Course at Michigan State University.  I 
worked for seven years for the Oregon State Department of 
Revenue as a Senior Utility and Industrial Appraiser. 



UE 178 / Joint Stipulating Parties/ 211 
Ball/1 

 
 

WITNESS QUALIFICATION STATEMENT 

 

NAME: Dustin Ball 

EMPLOYER: Public Utility Commission Of Oregon 

TITLE: Senior Financial Analyst, Economic Research & Financial 
Analysis Division 

ADDRESS: 550 Capitol Street NE suite 215 
Salem, Oregon 97301-2115. 

EDUCATION: Bachelor of Science, Business focusing in Accounting, 
Western Oregon University (2003) 

EXPERIENCE: Employed with the Oregon Public Utility Commission since 
August 2007.  I am a Senior Financial Analyst for the 
Economic Research & Financial Analysis Division.   

 Employed by the Oregon Real Estate Agency as a Financial 
Investigator in the Regulations Division from January 2006 to 
August 2007. 

 Employed by the Oregon Department of Revenue as an 
Income Tax Auditor, in the Personal Tax and Compliance 
Section from January 2004 to January 2007. 

 Licensed Tax Consultant in the State of Oregon. 
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WITNESS QUALIFICATION STATEMENT 

 
NAME:  Bob Jenks 

EMPLOYER: Citizens’ Utility Board of Oregon 

TITLE: Executive Director 

ADDRESS: 610 SW Broadway, Suite 308 
Portland, OR 97205 

EDUCATION: Bachelor of Science, Economics 
Willamette University, Salem, OR 

EXPERIENCE: Provided testimony or comments in a variety of OPUC dockets, 
including UE 88, UE 92, UM 903, UM 918, UE 102, UP 168, 
UT 125, UT 141, UE 115, UE 116, UE 137, UE 139, UE 161, 
UE 165, UE 167, UE 170, UE 172, UE 173, UG 152, UM 995, 
UM 1050, UM 1071, UM 1147, UM 1121, UM 1206, and UM 1209. 
Participated in the development of a variety of Least Cost Plans 
and PUC Settlement Conferences. Provided testimony to Oregon 
Legislative Committees on consumer issues relating to energy and 
telecommunications. Lobbied the Oregon Congressional delegation 
on behalf of CUB and the National Association of State Utility 
Consumer Advocates. 

Between 1982 and 1991, worked for the Oregon State Public 
Interest Research Group, the Massachusetts Public Interest 
Research Group, and the Fund for Public Interest Research on a 
variety of public policy issues. 

MEMBERSHIP: National Association of State Utility Consumer Advocates 
Board of Directors, OSPIRG Citizen Lobby 
Telecommunications Policy Committee, Consumer Federation of 

America 
Electricity Policy Committee, Consumer Federation of America 


