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SUMMARY: this opening testimony is to help us fight to preserve our land which falls 
directly in the proposed B2H pathway as well as continue to identify any all information 
relating to, in conjunction with, as well as associated to the matter of Idaho Power 
companies B2H project. In our opening testimony you will find many links and 
attachments, we are trying to be as thorough as possible. While being transparent we 
believe some context is missing awaiting further documentation from the applicant of 
the above said certificate, we will also being citing that in this formal document. This 
certificate of public convenience and necessity intervenor testimony will include public 
benefit and necessity, and public lands use with our communities livelihood and the 
personal circumstances in which this has and will effect. As an intervenor we are 
landowners within this proposed path of the project that being said, the abbreviations,
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acronyms, terminology, and formats this information has been distributed to us 
presented challenges to continue our involvement. We have all seemed to perceiver 
and hope you will consider all of the information we have collected thus far. Also 
granting  a corporation a certificate to obtain condemnation of private land seems a bit 
aggressive at this juncture, and does not present itself as public convenience nor 
necessity. Indicative of the OAR’s,ORS’s and the BLM RMP, which include language 
regarding alternative routes, ACEC definitions, public safety, recreation, and 
conservation.

                        


EXHIBIT 1 
Title: BLM Resource management plan (RPM) 

For clarification, abbreviations and acronyms can be found on page 133 of the 2002 
BLM RMP Vale District. In the BLM RMP 2002 for Vale District there is specificity to the 
abbreviations that should be considered for our area, Owyhee river, below dam ACEC 
(page 68) (Page 88-89), NWSR, NWSRA, IMPLWR, KJRA, and VRM (Pages 104-110) 

 ACEC (Page 68 BLM RPM)  refers to areas of critical environmental concern. Page 
88-89 outlines Owyhee River below the Dam ACEC. Pages 104-110 will show the 

rationale, monitoring practices, and management actions for NWSR,  NWSRA, 
IMPLWR, KJRA, and VRM


We feel strongly that all of these above mentioned be taken into consideration as it is 
the resource management plan and identifies very clearly that this area and the path of 

this project are all outlined as Critical environmental concerns as well as wild and 
scenic river view which is encompassed by the ACEC map and bordering lines of the 


At this time, I have been unable to retain 
an attorney, therefore I would like to 
reserve the right to legal representation 
at any time in this case.

In order to comply with the procedural 
schedule, I am testifying to the best of 
my knowledge at this time. I reserve the 
right to add additional evidence as I learn 
more from the data requests and/or 
discovery.

At this time, I do not have a firm commitment from my expert witnesses therefore I 
would like to reserve the right to submit witnesses and testimony prior to the 
evidentiary hearing
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ACEC map. The relevant and important values of the ACEC include high scenic values 
of diverse landscape elements in a substantially natural setting, special status plant 
species (mulfords, milk vetch), the rare presence of a black cottonwood gallery, a 

riverine system, and the combined wildlife values of diverse habitat types supporting a 
large number of wildlife species and an important migratory corridor for neotropical 
birds. Although the projected B2H line does not fall directly within the ACEC path as 

shown on Map 1 (page 486 sec E)  it is still within close proximity to the border of these 
lands. Referring to the NWSR and NWSRA National Wild and Scenic River is 

considered part of the ACEC management plan  and to be managed as a wild and 
scenic river area, IPC argues that this is “proposed” and would take 50 years if passed 
by congress. However, In the RMP it is to be managed as such because of the zoning 
of this particular land. The NWSR objective is to protect and enhance outstandingly 

remarkable values (ORV’s) of designated national wild and scenic rivers (NWSR’S) and 
provide interim protection of ORV’s of rivers found suitable for inclusion in the NWSRS 

until Congress Acts. 


Witness: Tim Davis Founder Executive director for friends of the Owyhee 

	       owyheefriends@gmail.com 541-212-1907 

	       Sammy Catonguay, M.SC. Geological Science, Local Geoscience educator

	       scaston23@gmail.com 541-430-0577


Cite BLM RMP: https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1B1NGjRgedkBsenAz5RO4DsmPz_NwHwBo/view


EXHIBIT 2 
Title: Alternative Route 

The first alternative route that should be considered in Malheur county is 
the existing Federal Corridor which is already apart of IPC’s current 
transmission corridor. This corridor is already in use and would diminish 
the amount of private land being taken and used. It has the least amount 
of impact on the environment and private land. Secondly, in conjunction 
with our neighbors in Malheur County using maps and information 
provided to us by IPC we proposed that IPC utilize the already existing 
energy corridor as shown in Vale district (BLM) utility corridor on IPC 
Parcel Malheur County map 125. This map indicates that this route would 
have the least amount of impact on our private land. Therefor we 


mailto:owyheefriends@gmail.com
mailto:scaston23@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B1NGjRgedkBsenAz5RO4DsmPz_NwHwBo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B1NGjRgedkBsenAz5RO4DsmPz_NwHwBo/view
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suggested this route to IPC especially considering how it impacts our 
livelihood, others in our community, the wildlife, recreation, and the 
proposed wild and scenic rivers act. Also considering extensive BLM 
grazing practices in conjunction with this land we are also including an 
existing power line easement that was sold to IPC that was supplied to us 
by the title company during closing of our property purchase. Respectively 
the coordinates provided and description of said property and easement 


directly correlates to the Vale BLM utilities corridor adjacent to our 
property and we felt should be utilized as such causing the least amount 
of impact and private land being used if this project goes forward with 
development. The Legal description of the property we are speaking of is 
the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
of Section 13 of Township 21 South, Range 45 East of the Wilamette 
Meridian. On Map 125 it would bridge the gap needed to extend the Vale 
district BLM corridor. We strongly suggest these options as a proposed 
route is not clear ORS-758.015 


EXHIBIT 3 
Title: Wildfire Risks 

We bring up Wildfire risks after a recent settlement this year (8/25/22) The 
U.S. Attorneys office for the district of Oregon announced IPC a Boise/
Idaho based utilities that serves several states, including Oregon, has 
agreed to pay $1.5 million to settle federal allegations related to two Baker 
County wildfires several years ago. The Powerline Fire ignited on May 31, 
2014 and burned about 5 acres of Federal land managed by the Bureau of 
Land management. The Lime Hill Fire ignited on August 5, 2015, and 
burned approx. 2,592 acres of federal land managed by BLM and 9,337 
acres of privately owned land. IPC has a utility right-of-way on BLM land in 
Baker County on which it owns and operates a 138kV Ontario-to-quartz 
transmission line. That line was a quarter of the size of the one they are 
proposing in this B2H plan. We are very concerned about this possibility 
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out where we live. We live rurally and remotely where there are extremely 
limited resources available to assist if something like this were to happen. 

Most of our first responders here in Malheur County (Nyssa/Adrian) are 
volunteers who have absolutely no training or experience regarding an 
electrical fire of any magnitude let alone, a 500kV power transmission line 
and puts multiple people, places, structures, land and wildlife at extreme 
risk. 


Cite: https://ktvz.com/news/fire/2022/08/25/idaho-power-co-agrees-to-
pay-1-5-million-in-federal-civil-settlement-over-2-baker-county-fires/ 


EXHIBIT 4 
Title: Noise Control Standards & Cloud Seeding  

Related to public safety, wildlife, and people who live within the proposed 
IPC B2H corridor. Noise is a public safety hazard and a personal concern 
of ours as IPC is unable to comply with the noise control standard (See 
StopB2H brief for the supreme court) 


The decibels of sound this proposed 500kV line will produce is estimated 
during dryer conditions and is said will increase with most types of 
precipitation including rain, snow, fog, sleet, hail, and even relative 
humidity. Considering those factors, IPC started the original cloud seeding 
project in 2003 to increase snow accumulation in the south and middle 
forks of the Payette river water shed and they expanded those cloud 
seeding efforts in 2008. IPC operates remote controlled, ground based 
generators, and aircraft in their target areas of Payette, Boise, Woodriver 
Basins, as well as the upper Snake River Systems. This typically occurs 
from November 1-April 30. This can have a major impact on the decibels 
of sound that this power line is projected to produce which is not only a 
great concern for landowners affected but there is also concern for public 
safety. 
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cite: https://www.newsdata.com/clearing_up/courts_and_commissions/
coalition-files-court-petitions-challenging-b2h-transmission-project/
article_34bdf26e-7d68-11ed-babe-977f052ceba1.html

https://www.idahopower.com/energy-environment/energy/energy-sources/
hydroelectric/cloud-seeding/


EXHIBIT 5 
Title: Personal Circumstances and livelihood  

This has presented a unique set of circumstances that directly effects us 
as described above, as well as many of our close neighbors and the 
public. We have 115 acres in the Owyhee canyon lands where a portion of 
this project is proposed to run directly through. We are one of the private 
land owners that has our livelihood jeopardized by this proposed project. 
We purchased this property in 2018 with the free and clear title with 
exception to the existing power easement IPC purchased and were not 
notified in any way of the B2H proposed project and specifically asked the 
sellers, caretaker (Sellers representative), real estate agents involved in 
said transaction, and the title company who all informed us that this was a 
“dead project” and there had been no action to move forward. I have a 
vast interest in this project in many different faculties. One of the most 
important affects this will have is if you look at current siting maps this 
tentative route encompasses a huge area of our property and surrounds 
our future home site and property. It also will consume our building site 
with a giant 180 foot tall tower filled with electrical lines and guide wires. 
The amount of land IPC is wanting access roads and a structure easement 
for will impact us and may jeopardize being able to divide enough acreage 


https://www.newsdata.com/clearing_up/courts_and_commissions/coalition-files-court-petitions-challenging-b2h-transmission-project/article_34bdf26e-7d68-11ed-babe-977f052ceba1.html
https://www.newsdata.com/clearing_up/courts_and_commissions/coalition-files-court-petitions-challenging-b2h-transmission-project/article_34bdf26e-7d68-11ed-babe-977f052ceba1.html
https://www.newsdata.com/clearing_up/courts_and_commissions/coalition-files-court-petitions-challenging-b2h-transmission-project/article_34bdf26e-7d68-11ed-babe-977f052ceba1.html
https://www.newsdata.com/clearing_up/courts_and_commissions/coalition-files-court-petitions-challenging-b2h-transmission-project/article_34bdf26e-7d68-11ed-babe-977f052ceba1.html
https://www.idahopower.com/energy-environment/energy/energy-sources/hydroelectric/cloud-seeding/
https://www.idahopower.com/energy-environment/energy/energy-sources/hydroelectric/cloud-seeding/
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for our future home site regarding current dwelling laws. We also 
purchased this property for large recreational development which is 
allowed within the zoning and aligns with current BLM, RMP, as well as the 
county directives for Malheur County and this area. This will affect our 
livelihood because this was a major financial investment as well as 
business venture. This is our livelihood and we have already began 
developing and bringing our plans to fruition. Our development is not only 
imperative for recreation in this area, it is also economically beneficial to a 
rural community of this sort bringing in jobs, revenue and safe & controlled 
recreation spots for tourists. Included below are letters from myself and 
others affected by this route. 


I hereby declare that the above statements are true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I 

understand that they are made for use as evidence in administrative and court proceedings and 

are subject to penalty for perjury. 

Dated this 17th day of January, 2023. 

/s/ Timothy Proesch /s/ Miranda Aston-Proesch 

Timothy Proesch 

Miranda Aston-Proesch 

On January 17, 2023, I certify that I filed the above Opening Testimony with the  

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
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Administrative Law Judge via the OPUC Filing Center, for the Docket # PCN-5, and to 

the following party as noted below. 

      /s/ Timothy Proesch 

 /s/ Miranda Aston-Proesch  

     Timothy Proesch & Miranda Aston-Proesch 

      Intervenor, PCN-5 

USPS 

Timothy Proesch & Miranda Aston-Proesch 

Po box 2583 Nyssa OR, 97913



ParcelsParcels
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