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Below is our character witness testimonies. We would like to add the state fire 
risk assessment once it becomes available (estimated fall 2023) as we do not 
feel that fire risk is fully being taken into account in this proposed project. 
Below is a recent article we feel needs to be taken into account as well 


https://www.bakercityherald.com/news/local/former-county-commissioner-
mark-bennett-hopes-controversial-fire-risk-map-doesnt-detract-from-goal-of/
article_4091a9a2-9da0-11ed-a39a-73a198085e08.html
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Boardman to Hemingway PCN5


Witness: Tim Davis— Founder and Executive Director for Friends of the 
Owyhee


To Whom it may concern;


My Name is Tim Davis and I am the Founder and the Executive Director for 
Friends of the Owyhee. I grew up in Adrian, Oregon and now live in Ontario, 
Oregon. The Owyhee’s, Malheur county, and general area have been a part of 
my entire life and I worry this transmission line will greatly impact the 
beautiful scenery and nature here. I am urging you to please deny the 
proposed B2H transmission project. 


Throughout my letter and testimony I will refer to “Boardman to 
Hemingway” and the “Boardman to Hemingway Transmission line” as B2H. 


The B2H will greatly impact the natural scenery, all recreation use in our 
area, and the wildlife. I recognize there is another transmission line that 
crosses the canyon upstream of this proposal. The already existing 
transmission line sits much higher than the proposed B2H and spans the 
entire canyon with towers that are not highly visible on each edge of the 
entrance to the Owyhee canyon. The proposed B2H line will impart the 
natural scenery due to the placement at the entrance of the canyon as it is 
much lower than the already existing transmission line in the canyon. The 
beautiful natural scenery here is one of the driving factors people come to this 
canyon to view. The Owyhee canyon is a spectacular canyon that has been 
compared to Zion National Park. The Owyhee canyon is approximately 30 
minutes from Ontario, Oregon where a majority of Malheur county residents 
live and approximately a one-hour drive from Boise, Idaho. This area has a 
high potential to be a top recreational hub for Malheur county. The recreation 
has a high potential to be a recreation hub for Malheur County opposed to the 
financial decline and recreation that will follow if B2H is approved. In the 



2002 RMP, the BLM has outlined a plan to increase the recreational 
opportunities in the Owyhee canyon. The B2H project has slowed the progress 
of the BLM plan from going into place and will effect the plans from ever 
happening. B2H placement will negatively effect future plans that Owyhee 
Oasis, at the entrance of Owyhee canyon is planning and building on their 
property that will support recreation infrastructure for this area. I have great 
concerns that this canyon will have a negative effect and impact to wildlife, 
especially the birds. The location of B2H sits at the entrance of the Owyhee 
canyon, a canyon that is hundreds of miles long and goes all the way to 
Nevada. The migrating birds use this canyon and waterway as a corridor as 
they fly South. B2H creates a new area for birds of prey to perch on that will 
increase the mortality of other wildlife. This will create an imbalance in the 
natural cycle for the birds that travel through as well as the wildlife that 
reside in the Owyhee canyon. Out of the canyon to the South is the winter 
range for Mule deer and I worry about the negative impacts new towers on 
the landscape would cause them without any proper tests or proof of longevity 
of a transmission line of this magnitude. 


I strongly suggest if the B2H absolutely has to be placed in the Owyhee canyon 
that it go parallel to the already existing power corridor across the canyon, no 
towers in the canyon bottom, and to place the towers out of visual site as much 
as possible opposed the propose B2H pathway. 


/s/Timothy Davis


Timothy Davis—Founder and Executive Director for Friends of the Owyhee







�6DPXHO�5��&DVWRQJXD\��0�6F��*HRORJLFDO�6FLHQFH�
�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�2Z\KHH��3URJUDP�'LUHFWRU�
����1�'RULDQ�'U���2QWDULR��25�������
�VDPP\F#RZ\KHHIULHQGV�RUJ�

�5HJDUGLQJ�,GDKR�3RZHU�SODQQHG�KLJK�FDSDFLW\�OLQH�
�%RDUG�WR�+HPPLQJZD\�

�7R�ZKRP�LW�PD\�FRQFHUQ��

�7KH�SODFHPHQW�RI�WKH�KLJK�FDSDFLW\�SRZHU�OLQH�WKURXJK�WKH�³2Z\KHH�2DVLV´�SURSHUW\�VHHPV�
�XQQHFHVVDU\��7KH�FXUUHQW�RZQHUV�RI�WKDW�ODQG�KDYH�LPPHQVH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EULQJ�UHVSRQVLEOH�
�DQG�VDIH�UHFUHDWLRQ�WR�WKDW�DUHD�RI�WKH�/RZHU�2Z\KHH�&DQ\RQ�EXW�WKHLU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�SXUVXLW�RI�
�KDSSLQHVV�LV�VDERWDJHG�E\�WKH�SODFHPHQW�RI�WKLV�OLQH�DQG�WRZHU��

�*HRORJLFDOO\��WKH�OLQH�RU�WRZHU�DUH�QRW�DW�DQ\�ULVN��,�DP�QRW�D�FHUWLILHG�JHRORJLVW��EXW�KDYH�EHHQ�
�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�DFDGHPLD�IRU����\HDUV��:KLOH�,�KDYH�QRW�JLYHQ�DQ\�IRUPDO�JHRORJLFDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�WR�
�WKH�SURSHUW\�RZQHU��ZH�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�DQG�JHRORJLF�KD]DUGV�DVVRFLDWHG�
�ZLWK�WKH�JHQHUDO�VHWWLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�QR�DFWLYH�IDXOWV��D�ORZ�WR�PRGHUDWH�ULVN�RI�ODQGVOLGH�DFWLYLW\�
�GXH�WR�WKH�FDQDO�URDG�RYHUVWHHSLQJ��DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�YHU\�ORZ�FKDQFH�RI�IORRGLQJ�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
�IORRG�FRQWURO�GDP�XSVWUHDP��7KHUH�LV�QR�JHRORJLF�KD]DUG�IRU�WKH�OLQH�LQ�WKLV�SODQQHG�FRUULGRU��EXW�
�WKH�VDPH�FDQ�EH�VDLG�IRU�PRVW�DQ\�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQ�WKH�OLQH�FRXOG�FURVV�WKH�FDQ\RQ��%XW�WKHUH�LV�
�SOHQW\�RI�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�KD]DUG�IURP�SODFLQJ�WKLV�OLQH�WKURXJK�SULYDWH�SURSHUW\�WKDW�KDV�JUHDW�
�SRWHQWLDO�DV�D�UHVRUW��YHQXH��2XWGRRU�6FKRRO��FDPSJURXQG��HWF��HWF��HWF��7KDW�ODQG�LV�EHWWHU�
�VXLWHG�IRU��DQ\WKLQJ��RWKHU�WKDQ�D�SRZHU�OLQH��

�,Q�P\�\HDUV�ZRUNLQJ�DV�3URJUDP�'LUHFWRU�IRU�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�2Z\KHH��WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�/RZHU�
�2Z\KHH�&DQ\RQ�EHWZHHQ�³2Z\KHH�2DVLV´�DQG�6QLYHO\�+RW�6SULQJV�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�DUHD�RI�
�UHFUHDWLRQDO�IRFXV��7KRXJK�a���PLQXWHV�IURP�GRZQWRZQ�2QWDULR��LW�LV�VWLOO�WKH�FORVHVW�DUHD�RI�
�FRQWLJXRXV�SXEOLF�ODQG�IRU�IRONV�WR�HQMR\��7KH�:DWFKDEOH�:LOGOLIH�$UHD��XQGHU�D�PLOH�DZD\�IURP�
�OLQH��KDV�D�VPDOO�DVSKDOW�WUDLO�ZLWK�DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�VLJQ�DQG�EHQFK��7KLV�LV�WKH��RQO\��$'$�
�FRPSOLDQW�QDWXUH�SDWK�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�2Z\KHH��ZDWHUVKHG�DQG�IURQW���WR�P\�NQRZOHGJH���EXW�ERWK�
�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�$PHULFDQV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV�DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�ZDWFKDEOH�ZLOGOLIH�
�ZLOO�EH�LPSDFWHG�E\�WKH�SUR[LPLW\�RI�WKH�OLQH��3HUKDSV�WKH�LPSDFW�RQ�ZLOGOLIH�FRXOG�EH�DUJXHG��
�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�QDWXUDO�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�YLVLWRUV�FDQQRW��:H�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�D�V\VWHP�RI�KLNLQJ�
�URXWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�DUHD��2Z\KHH�2DVLV�WR�6QLYHO\�+6��DQG�VHYHUDO�RI�WKH�H[SDQVLYH�YLHZV�DW�
�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�WUDLO�ZRXOG�EH�LPSDFWHG�E\�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKLV�OLQH��

�3OHDVH�GR�QRW�KHVLWDWH�WR�FDOO�RU�HPDLO�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
�5HJDUGV��

�6DPXHO�5�&DVWRQJXD\�


