
ISSUED: February 12, 2014 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS 
COMPANY, dbaNWNATURAL, 

Mechanism for Recovery of 
Environmental Remediation Costs. 

OF OREGON 

UM 1635 

NOTICE OF EXP ARTE 
COMMUNICATION 

On February 6, 2014, C. Alex Miller, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs for NW 
Natural Gas Company, e-mailed a letter to the Commissioners aud me regarding 
NW Natural's receipt of insurance settlement proceeds. In his letter, Mr. Miller states 
that the company has obtained insurance amounts sufficient to cover past deferred 
environmental remediation costs, such that those past costs will not need to borne by 
customers. A copy of the letter is attached to this notice. 

The letter addresses the merits of an issue pending in these proceedings, but was not filed 
in this docket. As a result, the parties have no formal process by which to respond. 
Although NW Natural provided a copy of the letter to all docket parties, I provide notice 
of the letter as au ex parte communication to make it part of the official record in these 
proceedings. 1 Rather thau rebutting the communication within I 0 days of this notice as 
provided by OAR 860-001-0340(7), parties will have the opportunity to respond to the 
content of the letter in testimony and briefs, according to the schedule adopted on 
February 4, 2014. 

As the parties are aware, the Commission has not yet made a determination regarding the 
regulatory mechanism that will apply to past and future environmental remediation costs, 
or how insurance proceeds will be used to offset those costs. Those questions will be 
resolved in this docket. 

Dated this 121hday of February, 2014, at Salem, Oregon. 

Shani Pines 
Administrative Law Judge 

1 See OAR 860-001-0340(1 )(b ), noting that communications made without an opportunity for rebuttal by 
all parties shall be noticed as ex parte communications. 
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