




responsive to a Commission order that in part resolved legal questions in an 
interconnection dispute on the grounds that the pleadings of the complainant were 
inadequate. 3 Not long after the issuance of this decision, Waconda filed its motion 
requesting leave to amend. Accordingly, Waconda acted in a timely manner. Waconda 
acted appropriately through this amendment to ensure that its complaint conformed to the 
expectations of the Commission, as expressed through order No. 19-218. The claims of 
the July 8, 2019 motion are separate claims, and refiling is not necessary and would 
further delay this proceeding. 

Finally, I emphasize that I do not draw a conclusion regarding communication or 
expectations between attorneys in the period leading up to this ruling. The negotiations 
and back-and-forth between attorneys on procedural issues or in settlement discussions 
are areas where Commissioners and Administrative Law Judges must steer clear, giving 
space to parties to facilitate free discussion, and to avoid prejudice. Accordingly, it 
would be improper to wade into a dispute arising from such conversations unless 
absolutely necessary. Attorneys practicing before the Commission are expected to 
comport themselves with a high degree of professional integrity, and outside of 
extraordinary circumstances we will not take action to resolve professional conduct 
claims or disputes between attorneys. 

IV. RULING

Waconda's motion for leave to amend its complaint as filed on July 8, 2019, is granted. 
PGE's may file an answer to the amended complaint pursuant to OAR 860-001-0400(4)(a). 

Dated this 3 pt day of July, 2019, at Salem, Oregon. 

�L 
Nolan Moser 

Chief Administrative Law Judge 

3 Sandy River Solar, LLC v. PGE, Docket No. UM 1967, Order No. 19-218 at 25 (Jun 24, 2019). 
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