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Oregon’s reliance on coal is aligned with Oregon’s commitment to exit coal by 2030 and meet 

ambitious greenhouse gas reduction targets by the same year.4 In order to facilitate this 

transformation of Oregon’s energy supply, the Commission must closely analyze PacifiCorp’s 

planned coal operations, particularly at high cost plants like Jim Bridger. The TAM is the only 

venue in which the Commission has an opportunity to examine detailed near-term and long-term 

fueling options for the plant. And while PacifiCorp is beginning to phase out coal operations at 

Jim Bridger, the Commission should scrutinize whether the Company is moving quickly enough. 

The Commission should take the following actions to protect ratepayers and ensure that 

PacifiCorp’s coal operations align with Oregon’s climate goals: 

1. Direct PacifiCorp to adopt Scenario 4 as its Preferred Scenario under the 2023
Jim Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply Plan;

2. Direct PacifiCorp to update its LTFSP every year.

II. Scenario 4 in the Jim Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply Plan is Lower Risk than, and
Similar Cost to, PacifiCorp’s Preferred Scenario.

Over the past several years, PacifiCorp has sporadically prepared a long-term fuel supply

plan for the Jim Bridger plant, typically at the direction of this Commission.5 A more holistic 

evaluation of fueling options at Jim Bridger, the plan evaluates different operating levels at the 

Bridger mine as well as other fuel source options, primarily the third-party owned Black Butte 

mine and coal from the southern Powder River Basin. While PacifiCorp typically prepares an 

annual mine plan for the Bridger mine—the costs of which are recovered in the TAM—when a 

LTFSP is prepared, the BCC mine plan becomes a component of the LTFSP. As a result, in 

4 O.R.S. 757.518(2); O.R.S. 469A.410. 
5 PacifiCorp has prepared a LTFSP in December 2015, March 2018, March 2019, and April 2022, in addition to its 
most recent 2023 LTFSP. The last three were all required by this Commission. PacifiCorp Corrected 2023 Jim 
Bridger Long-Term Fuel Supply Plan, Ex. PAC/902 at Owen/4 (hereinafter “PAC/902”). 
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is designed to provide low-cost financing to facilitate the retooling, repowering, repurposing, or 

replacing of fossil infrastructure to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.49 According to the director 

of the Loans Program Office at the U.S. Department of Energy, which will distribute EIR 

financing, qualifying projects could include remediation at coal facilities.50 The current LTFSP 

did not consider whether or how the EIR could be used to reduce reclamation or other fixed costs 

at BCC and thus is already out of date.51 Allowing years to go by without an updated LTFSP that 

takes into account this financing, and other potential regulatory changes or other developments, 

puts ratepayers at risk. 

Accordingly, the Commission should require yearly updates to the LTFSP, which would 

allow PacifiCorp to holistically analyze fueling at the plant with the best available information.  

IV. Conclusion 

 For the reasons set forth above, Sierra Club respectfully recommends that the 

Commission take the following actions: 

1. Direct PacifiCorp to adopt Scenario 4 in its 2023 Jim Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply 
Plan as its Preferred Scenario; and  

2. Direct PacifiCorp to provide a yearly update to its Jim Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply 
Plan. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Rose Monahan    
Rose Monahan 
2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
415-977-5704 
rose.monahan@sierraclub.org 
                                                
49 SC/200 at Burgess/6:25-27. 
50 Id. at 6:27-7:2 (citing Tapping into DOE’s $250B of Loan Auth. for Projects that Reinvest in U.S. Clean Energy 
Infrastructure, Util. Dive (July 6, 2023), available at https://www.utilitydive.com/news/department-of-energy-doe-
250-billion-loan-authority-solar-wind-storage-nuclear-clean-energy/653530/#:~:text=Opinion-
,Tapping%20into%20DOE's%20%24250B%20of%20loan%20authority%20for%20projects,for%20the%20clean%2
0energy%20future.)  
51 SC/201, PacifiCorp Response to Sierra Club Data Request 5.2. 




