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REPLY BRIEF OF SIERRA CLUB 

 
 Sierra Club respectfully submits this Reply Brief, responding to certain arguments 

contained in PacifiCorp’s Opening Brief. 

I. Introduction 

As Sierra Club explained in its Opening Brief,1 the Public Utility Commission of Oregon 

(“Commission”) should direct PacifiCorp (“Company”) to adopt Scenario 4 in the 2023 Jim 

Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply Plan (“LTFSP”) as its Preferred Portfolio and update the LTFSP 

annually. PacifiCorp’s Opening Brief acknowledges Oregon’s emission reduction policies,2 but 

does not engage with other Oregon requirements, including Senate Bill (“SB”) 1547, directing 

the elimination of coal from retail rates by 2030,3 or the 2020 Multistate Protocol’s exit orders, 

which anticipated that Jim Bridger would be removed from Oregon rates by 2025.4 To date, exit 

orders have not been adopted for Jim Bridger units 3 or 4 and units 1 and 2 are anticipated to stay 

in Oregon rates as gas resources, even though these units will continue to emit greenhouse gases.  

                                                
1 To avoid confusion, Sierra Club has chosen to not pursue its objections to the newly signed Gentry coal 
supply agreement for the Hunter plant. This does not indicate that Sierra Club believes that the Gentry 
contract was prudent, but merely that Sierra Club has chosen to focus its limited resources on 
PacifiCorp’s decision-making regarding Jim Bridger. 
2 See, e.g, PacifiCorp Opening Br. at 7. 
3 O.R.S. 757.518(2). 
4 Order No. 20-024 at App’x B, p. 16. 
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LTFSPs in the past,13 and given the Company’s decision to avoid a new coal supply agreement 

with the Black Butte mine, the LTFSP will have one less variable to evaluate.  

More importantly, annual analyses are needed because factual assumptions underpinning 

the LTFSP are quickly changing. These changes include increased federal regulations, including 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Good Neighbor Plan requiring NOx emission 

reductions potentially impacting PacifiCorp’s coal fleet14 as well as financing opportunities 

under the Inflation Reduction Act like the Energy Infrastructure Reinvestment (“EIR”) program 

discussed in Sierra Club’s Opening Brief.15 If fueling changes are necessary, including reduced 

production, delaying an update to the LTFSP would mean that fueling modifications would not 

realistically be implemented until 2026. At that point, it may be too late to secure financing 

under the EIR that would help facilitate transition of Jim Bridger to clean energy resources. And 

while 2026 is before Oregon’s deadline to remove coal from rates or reduce emissions in line 

with HB 2021 targets, the Company should be evaluating all cost-effective opportunities to meet 

these requirements early.  

In sum, an annual update to the LTFSP is the most prudent course of action to ensure that 

the Company is thoroughly evaluating whether Jim Bridger operations provide value to 

ratepayers and whether the Company can transition away from the plant more quickly. 

IV. Conclusion 

For the reasons set forth above, Sierra Club recommends that the Commission take the 

following actions: 

                                                
13 Sierra Club Opening Br. at 2, n. 5. 
14 See PAC/800 at Mitchell/2:15-18 (“The Ozone Transport Rule (OTR) will be removed from the NPC 
forecast in the November indicative and final filings due to a recent litigation outcome but, the possibility 
of the rule applying still exists and the Company would reserve the right to file a deferral in that event.”). 
PacifiCorp refers to the Good Neighbor Plan as the “Ozone Transport Rule.” 
15 Sierra Club Opening Br. at 11-12. 
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1. Direct PacifiCorp to adopt Scenario 4 as its Preferred Portfolio in the 2023 Jim 
Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply Plan; 

2. Direct PacifiCorp to update its Jim Bridger Long Term Fuel Supply Plan annually. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Rose Monahan          
Rose Monahan 
2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
415-977-5704 
rose.monahan@sierraclub.org 




