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By FOX 12 Staff

PORTLAND, OR (KPTV) - 

Snowstorm slams Portland metro area with upward 
of 12 inches of snow
Posted: Jan 11, 2017 5:09 AM PST 

Updated: Jan 11, 2017 2:35 PM PST 

The Portland metro area was hit with a major snowstorm Tuesday 

night and into Wednesday morning. 

FOX 12 meteorologists said by 6:30 a.m. Wednesday, 8 to 12 inches of snow was on the 

ground in various areas throughout Portland, Hillsboro and Vancouver. 

Snow showers lingered until the afternoon in some areas. Temperatures were expected to 

remain in the low 30s.

These numbers are crazy! 8-12'' inches of snow from this 

storm....biggest snow storm in almost a decade for pdx# . 

…twitter.com/NWSPortland/st

6:22 AM - 11 Jan 2017 
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The National Weather Service said this is the 9th biggest snowstorm since 1940. They have 

issued a winter storm warning until Wednesday afternoon.

According to FOX 12 Meteorologist Joe Raineri, the snowiest 24-hour period in January in 

Portland was back in 1950. He said could get close to that record with this current storm. 

Traffic problems were frequent throughout the area. Many drivers abandoned their cars on 

freeways due to the high accumulations of snow. The Portland Bureau of Transportation has 

closed a number of streets due to downed trees, ice, snow and downed power lines. Click here

to see the full list of road closures. 

Officials closed I-84 in both directions from Hood River to Troutdale due to weather. The 

highway had reopened by 1 p.m., according to the Oregon Department of Transportation. 
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The snow brought down plenty of trees and branches in the Portland area. Seven trees came 

down on the PSU campus overnight, at least two of them damaging campus buildings. 

Around 5 a.m. Wednesday, the Oregon Department of Transportation said chains were 

required for all vehicles in the Portland area. The requirement was lifted, except for semis, 

by 2:30 p.m. 

Chains or traction tires were still required in the Gorge for all vehicles. 

In the wake of the storm, many school districts and office buildings announced Wednesday 

closures Tuesday night. For a list of closures, click here.

ODOT said trucks have been laying down salt on particularly dangerous roads, like portions 

the Sunset Highway.

Finally seeing some movement on I-5 North near 217. Don't 

think they'll get far though. pdxtst#

4:41 AM - 11 Jan 2017 
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ODOT spokesperson Don Hamilton said many semi-trucks and other vehicles are having a 

difficult time navigating gradual hills along I-5. Delays are expected. To check road conditions 

and closures, visit TripCheck.com.

“ Tree falls on a car in downtown Portland. We will be on air all morning with live 

snow coverage. Stay home! @fox12oregon #Fox12Unstoppable pic.twitter.com/DuDtPpFSgo

— Joe Vithayathil (@JoeVFox12) January 11, 2017

Around 100 flights in and out of Portland have been canceled Wednesday due to weather. 

Visit PortofPortland.com to check your flight status.

TriMet MAX lines and buses were experiencing major delays Wednesday morning. Due to the 

conditions, officials said all services will be running on limited schedules Wednesday. TriMet officials 

said people should avoid traveling if at all possible. 
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The Portland Streetcar has suspended their service due to multiple downed trees on overhead 

wires. Crews must remove the trees and inspect the wires before the service can resume. 

Amtrak Cascades said their southbound train service between Seattle and Portland has 

temporarily been suspended due to weather. 

As of 11 a.m. Wednesday, Portland General Electric said around 30,000 customers were 

without power. Click here to see the latest power outage list.

Temperatures on Thursday and Friday are not expected to get above freezing and Portland 

could be in for a slow melt, according to meteorologists. 

Be sure to watch FOX 12 Oregon LIVE and visit the FOX 12 Weather Blog for the latest updates. 

For the latest weather forecast from the FOX 12 Weather team, as well as the latest traffic 

updates and closings information, download our free FOX 12 Weather App for iPhone and for 

Android. 

Copyright 2017 KPTV-KPDX Broadcasting Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Comments
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Toni Graham Jones · Foodservice Administrative Assistant Supervisor. at NORPAC Foods

Per ODOT's twitter: Chains now required on all vehicles in the Portland area.

Like · Reply · 1 · Jan 11, 2017 6:51am

GoveaAntonio Pablo  · Works at Catholic Church

I live in Odell right outside of Hood River. there is 5 feet of snow in my front yard and I've 

shoveled my roof off twice I have a 96 Ford Taurus station wagon with front-wheel drive and 

studs all around and I drive to Timberline Lodge every day and have never put chains on in 

10 years and you telling me the pathetic people of Portland can't get around without chains 

no wonder you guys voted for Hillary you guys are all weak

Like · Reply · 7 · Jan 11, 2017 7:27am

MatneySusan Callas 

You're the man!

Like · Reply · 1 · Jan 11, 2017 8:21am

Mike Kienholz · Works at Next Adventure

How does who people vote for have anything to do with chains? Or the weather. And 

an ignorant comment like yours is very juvenile. I too grew up in the mountians, 

welches etc...and know how to drive in inclement weather. Not everyone has 

"experience " driving in this. ODOT most likely put that order into effect to decrease 

the number of abandoned vehicles left on the roadways, not because " Hilary" or " 

liberals" told them too. So before you make another comment on a news channel 

who is keeping people informed evaluate your comments and facts prior.

Like · Reply · 3 · Jan 11, 2017 9:41am

Rebecca Lipsey · Works at Property management

people are driving! not many but they are. what does voting for Hilary have to do 

with driving in the snow

Like · Reply · 2 · Jan 11, 2017 9:43am
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