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In the Matter of  
 
PACIFICORP  
 
2011 Integrated Resource Plan.  
 

 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)  

 
 
PETITION TO INTERVENE OF 
SIERRA CLUB  

 

Pursuant to ORS § 756.525 and OAR § 860-001-0300(2), the Sierra Club 

petitions the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (“OPUC” or the “Commission”) to 

intervene in this proceeding with full party status as described in OAR § 860-001-

0010(7).   

1. Sierra Club is represented in this proceeding by Gloria D. Smith.  All 

documents relating to these proceedings should be served on Sierra Club and its 

experts at the following addresses.   

Gloria D. Smith 
Senior Attorney  
Sierra Club 
85 Second St., 2nd Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 977-5532 Voice 
(415) 977-5793 Facsimile 
gloria.smith@sierraclub.org 

 

Jeff Speir 
Program Assistant 
Sierra Club 
85 Second St., 2nd Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 977-5595 Voice 
(415) 977-5793 Facsimile 
jeff.speir@sierraclub.org 

 

Jeremy Fisher, PhD 
Synapse Energy 
Economics 
485 Massachusetts Ave., 
Ste. 2 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 661-3248 Voice 
(617) 661-0599 Facsimile 
jfisher@synapse-energy.com 

 

2. The Sierra Club, founded in 1892, is the nation’s oldest non-profit, 

grass-roots environmental organization. The Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club is a 

non-profit member supported, public interest organization that promotes 

conservation of the Oregon natural environment by influencing public policy 

decisions—legislative, administrative, legal, and electoral. The Oregon Sierra Club 
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has more than 20,000 members in the state. The Sierra Club’s 1.3 million members 

nationwide are dedicated to the protection and preservation of the natural and 

human environment, including protecting public health. The Sierra Club’s most 

important current priority is to advance smart, clean energy solutions that address 

the critical problems of global warming, air pollution, and our nation’s dependence 

on fossil fuels. 

BASIS FOR SIERRA CLUB INTERVENTION 

 

3. Sierra Club has a substantial interest in this docket.  Its members seek 

to advance energy development and resource procurement policies in Oregon that 

recognize the benefits of appropriately-sited, low-emission electricity generating 

resources for Oregon’s economy and the health and well being of its citizens and 

natural environment. Sierra Club is concerned that aspects of PacifiCorp’s 

Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) would increase pollution - including emissions of 

greenhouse gases - into the atmosphere, thus exacerbating the environmental and 

human health impacts already harming their members’ interests. Petitioners’ 

members in Oregon seek to promote clean energy alternatives to fossil fuels, such as 

wind, solar, and geothermal energy, so as to protect public health, Oregon’s unique 

ecosystems. 

4. More specifically, Sierra Club members in the PacifiCorp service 

territory have a direct and substantial interest in this proceeding because according 

to the IRP, the company has made significant expenditures on pollution control 

equipment for its aging coal fleet. There is evidence that these capital investments 

may have been premature, calling into question whether such expenditures were 

prudent in the first place and in the best interest of ratepayers.  

5. PacifiCorp has invested in hundreds of millions of dollars on capital 

improvements in anticipation of a final federal Clean Air Act rule to control regional 

haze.  Yet, Utah and Wyoming have no final regional haze rules, thus the company 

does not know whether its retrofit work will, in the end, constitute best available 

retrofit technology (“BART”).  Should the final regional haze rules include 
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additional retrofit work, such as the commonly required selective catalytic reduction 

(“SCR”), the company will have to request approval to expend additional ratepayer 

resources to make its power plants compliant.  In addition, the company’s coal 

plants will be subject to additional compliance requirements once EPA finalizes 

rules to control hazardous air pollutants; cooling water regulations for existing 

plants; rules regulating coal combustion waste; and revisions to the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards. 

GOOD CAUSE FOR LATE-INTERVENTION 

 

6. Sierra Club recognizes it is requesting to intervene out of time. 

However, we are very familiar with the central issues presented here.  Sierra Club 

participated extensively in the Company’s IRP process over the last year; thus, 

Sierra Club and its experts are very familiar with the IRP’s components.  In 

addition, Sierra Club is a party to and litigated the recent Rocky Mountain Power 

general rate case in Utah.   

 

7. Sierra Club’s extensive preparation for and involvement in the initial 

IRP process and the Utah rate case resulted in a temporary shortage of resources to 

participate in this docket.  However, with the conclusion of those efforts, we can 

fully turn our attention to Oregon’s consideration of the IRP.  Importantly, granting 

Sierra Club party status will not prejudice any other party in this proceeding, nor 

will Sierra Club seek to broaden the issues or in any way change the docket or 

schedule.  Sierra Club will not file any motions or otherwise seek any extensions or 

delays of deadlines that could affect the schedule of this proceeding and commits to 

working with the other parties to minimize impacts to resources and time.   

Given the substantial interest Sierra Club has in this proceeding, and the fact that 

it will have no trouble filing comments by the August 25, 2011 deadit will have no trouble filing comments by the August 25, 2011 deadit will have no trouble filing comments by the August 25, 2011 deadit will have no trouble filing comments by the August 25, 2011 deadlinelinelineline, Sierra Club 

respectfully requests that the Commission grant this request.  If the Commission 

grants intervention, Sierra Club commits to being a constructive and solution-

oriented party throughout this proceeding.   
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For the foregoing reasons, Sierra Club respectfully requests that the 

Commission grant its petition to intervene in this proceeding, and allow Sierra Club 

to participate as a party. 

 

Dated:  August 10, 2011   Respectfully submitted, 

_____/s/______________________ 

Gloria D. Smith 
Senior Attorney 
Sierra Club 
85 Second St., 2nd Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 977-5532 Voice 
(415) 977-5793 Facsimile 
gloria.smith@sierraclub.org 

 

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICECERTIFICATE OF SERVICECERTIFICATE OF SERVICECERTIFICATE OF SERVICE    
 

I hereby certify that on this 10th day of August, 2011, I caused to be 

served the foregoing PETITION TO INTERVENE OF SIERRA CLUB on all 

party representatives on the official service list for this proceeding via 

electronic mail. 

 
Oregon Department Of Energy 

Vijay A Satyal, Senior Policy Analyst 

Rebecca Sherman, Senior Policy Analyst 

625 Marion St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301 

vijay.a.satyal@state.or.us 

rebecca.sherman@state.or.us  

 

Citizens' Utility Board Of Oregon 

Gordon Feighner, Energy Analyst 

Robert Jenks, Executive Director 

G. Catriona Mccracken, Legal 

Counsel/Staff Atty 

610 SW Broadway, Ste. 400 

Portland, OR 97205 

gordon@oregoncub.org 

bob@oregoncub.org 

catriona@oregoncub.org  

 
Community Action Partnership Of 

Oregon 

Jess Kincaid, Energy Partnership 

Coordinator 

PO Box 7964 

Salem, OR 97301 

jess@caporegon.org  

 

Davison Van Cleve 

Irion A Sanger, Associate Attorney 

333 SW Taylor, Ste. 400 

Portland, OR 97204 

mail@dvclaw.com  

Department Of Justice 

Janet L Prewitt, Assistant Attorney General 

Natural Resources Section 

1162 Court St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301-4096 

janet.prewitt@doj.state.or.us  

 

Esler Stephens & Buckley 

John W Stephens 

888 SW Fifth Ave., Ste. 700 

Portland, OR 97204-2021 

stephens@eslerstephens.com  

mec@eslerstephens.com  

NW Energy Coalition 

Wendy Gerlitz, Senior Policy Associate 

1205 SE Flavel 

Portland, OR 97202 

wendy@nwenergy.org  

 

NW Energy Coalition 

Fred Heutte, Senior Policy Associate 

PO Box 40308 

Portland, OR 97240-0308 

fred@nwenergy.org  

 
Pacific Power 

Mary Wiencke 

825 NE Multnomah St., Ste. 1800 

Portland, OR 97232-2149 

mary.wiencke@pacificorp.com  

PacifiCorp Energy 

Pete Warnken, Manager, Irp 

825 NE Multnomah St., Ste. 600 

Portland, OR 97232 

irp@pacificorp.com  



PacifiCorp, d/b/a Pacific Power 

Oregon Dockets 

825 NE Multnomah St., Ste. 2000 

Portland, OR 97232 

oregondockets@pacificorp.com  

 

Portland General Electric 

Randy Dahlgren 

121 SW Salmon St., 1WTC0702 

Portland, OR 97204 

pge.opuc.filings@pgn.com 

 
Portland General Electric 

Brian Kuehne 

121 SW Salmon St., 3WTC BR06 

Portland, OR 97204 

brian.kuehne@pgn.com 

 

Portland General Electric 

V. Denise Saunders 

121 SW Salmon St., 1WTC1301 

Portland, OR 97204 

denise.saunders@pgn.com 

 
Public Utility Commission 

Erik Colville 

PO Box 2148 

Salem, OR 97308-2148 

erik.colville@state.or.us 

 

PUC Staff--Department Of Justice 

Jason W. Jones 

Business Activities Section 

1162 Court St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301-4096 

jason.w.jones@state.or.us 

 
Regulatory & Cogeneration Services Inc. 

Donald W. Schoenbeck 

900 Washington St., Ste. 780 

Vancouver, WA 98660-3455 

dws@r-c-s-inc.com 

 

Renewable Northwest Project 

Megan Walseth Decker 

Jimmy Lindsay 

917 SW Oak St., Ste. 303 

Portland, OR 97205 

megan@rnp.org 

jimmy@rnp.org  

 
 
Dated this 10th day of August, 2011 at San Francisco, CA. 
 
 

_____/s/______________________ 
Jeff Speir 
Program Assistant 
Sierra Club 
85 Second St., 2nd Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 977-5595 Voice 
(415) 977-5793 Facsimile 
jeff.speir@sierraclub.org 

 


