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 BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

OF OREGON   

UW 120 
 

In the Matter of  
 
CROOKED RIVER RANCH WATER 
COMPANY  
 
Request for Rate increase resulting in total 
annual revenues of $868,453.  
 

  
 
STAFF MOTION TO COMPEL 

INTRODUCTION 

 On May 4, 2007, the Public Utility Commission of Oregon Staff (Staff) served data 

requests 1-58 on Crooked River Ranch Water Company (CRRWC).  On May 10, 2007, Staff 

served data requests 59-68 on CRRWC.  On May 29, 2007, Staff received CRRWC’s motion for 

a protective order in Docket No. WJ 8.  On May 29, 2007, Staff received responses, or partial 

responses to some, but not all, of the data requests 1-68.1   

 Pursuant to OAR 860-014-0070(3), Staff files this motion to compel production and 

respectfully requests a ruling or order requiring CRRWC to provide full and complete answers.  

Because the time for these responses has already passed, Staff also requests that CRRWC be 

ordered to provide these full and complete responses in a timely fashion. 

 Consistent with OAR 860-014-0070(3), Staff has conferred with counsel for CRRWC.  

The parties are unable to informally resolve this dispute. 

/// 

/// 

/// 
                                                 
1 Consistent with OAR 860-014-0070(5), Staff’s data requests 1-68 are included as Attachment A.  Because 
CRRWC has claimed that the data requests are burdensome, Staff has included the entire sets of data requests.  
Staff, however, has highlighted the disputed data requests within this motion.  Likewise, Staff has also included the 
CRRWC entire answer (not including attachments) but has highlighted the disputed data responses in its motion.  
These answers have been marked as Attachment B. 
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DISCUSSION 

1. CRRWC did not respond to data requests 14, 20, 36, and 50. 

Data Request 14 

 This question requests a count of all meter sizes for each class of customers that are 

metered and listed in a table included as part of data request 12.  CRRWC did not provide any 

reply or documentation.  The meter sizes and customers counts are relevant to rate design and 

CRRWC should be compelled to provide this information. 

Data Request 20 

 This question requests an explanation for the $9,000 adjustment to pension and benefit 

costs.  CRRWC did not provide any reply or documentation.  The appropriate level of pension 

and benefit expenses is a relevant question and CRRWC should be compelled to provide this 

information. 

Data Request 36 

 This question requests the policy and premium sheets for all vehicles insured by the 

Company.  The question also asks whether all the vehicles are owned by the CRRWC and for an 

explanation.  CRRWC replied to “See enclosed,” but no enclosure was included.  The insurance 

and premium sheets, along with ownership of the vehicles, are relevant to establishing expenses 

and CRRWC should be compelled to provide this information. 

Data Request 50 

 This question requests an explanation and documentation of the Com Link contract that 

was included on page 16 of the application under current rates for special contracts.  CRRWC 

did not include any reply or any documentation.  This information is relevant, or likely to lead to 

the discovery of relevant information, because the contract results in a monthly contract cost of 

$500.  Therefore, CRRWC should be compelled to provide this information. 

/// 

/// 
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2. The Company declined to provide adequate responses to data requests 3, 15, 28, 

30, 40, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 60, 67, and 68. 
 
Data Request 3 

 This question requests explanations regarding Special Contract/Agreement revenue listed 

in Account 468.  The revenue is based on an $8 per month, per customer surcharge for capital 

improvements.  CRRWC answered subpart (a).  CRRWC’s response states that:  “The Board has 

requested that disclosure of prior activity and documentation in this account be provided by other 

means than a response to this DR.  Perhaps an on-site inspection of this information is more 

appropriate.”  CRRWC’s response is inadequate because it did not respond to subparts (b), (c), 

and (d).  These are relevant questions that will verify additions to rate base and allow for the 

reconciliation of funds.  CRRWC should be compelled to provide this information. 

Data Request 15 

 This question requested 2006 W-2 forms for all employees of CRRWC.  While CRRWC 

did provide the forms, the names and social security numbers were redacted.  Staff understands 

confidentiality concerns and does not need the social security numbers.  However, Staff does 

need the names so the actual wage per employee can be reviewed.  CRRWC should be 

compelled to provide copies of the 2006 W-2 forms for all employees of CRRWC with the 

names not redacted. 

Data Request 28 

 This question requests invoices for Account 632.  CRRWC did not provide any invoices.  

The invoices are relevant to view trends in expenses and ensure test year expenses are not 

extraordinary.  The invoices are also relevant to verify utility charges and identify rate case 

expenses.  CRRWC should be compelled to provide these invoices. 

Data Request 30 

 This question requests invoices for Account 635 for 2004, 2005, and 2006.  CRRWC did 

not provide any invoices for 2004 or 2005.  These invoices are relevant to trend expenses and 
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ensure the test year is not atypical.  They are also relevant to verify utility charges and identify 

any rate case expenses.  CRRWC should be compelled to provide these invoices. 

Data Request 40 

 This question requests invoices concerning Account 666 and the rate application.  While 

CRRWC states an amount, it does not provide invoices.  The invoices are relevant to determine 

the actual costs and to ensure that there is no duplication of costs in other accounts.  These 

invoices are relevant and CRRWC should be compelled to provide them. 

Data Request 47 

 The question requests information regarding vehicles purchased by the Company and 

sold to James Rooks, including CRRWC’s purchase price, sales price to Mr. Rooks, 

documentation of the sales contracts, copies of all payment checks to CRRWC from Mr. Rooks, 

and documentation that demonstrates that all the payments for vehicles by Mr. Rooks have been 

properly recorded in CRRWC revenue.  CRRWC’s response stated that “this transaction took 

place prior to 11/20/06 and does not concern the PUC.”  Mr. Rooks is an employee (general 

manager) and a Director (according to CRRWC’s application) of CRRWC and a transaction 

between CRRWC and an employee of CRRWC is relevant for revenue purposes (i.e. payments) 

and to ensure proper adherence to the Commission’s transfer pricing policy.  CRRWC should be 

compelled to provide this information. 

Data Request 49 

 This question requests information concerning contracts between CRRWC and Mr. 

Rooks related to maintenance of CRRWC equipment.  CRRWC’s response stated, “Mr. Rooks 

charges $500 per week for all repairs.  This is a flat fee.  The PUC will not be involved in Mr. 

Rooks personal business.”  A transaction that involves CRRWC expenses or services to a 

CRRWC employee and Director, in addition to wages, is relevant and CRRWC should be 

compelled to provide this information. 

/// 
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Data Requests 51, 52, and 53 

 These questions request various information concerning mainline extension projects.  

CRRWC’s response stated that, “these improvements took place before 11/20/06, and have no 

effect on ’07 rate case.”  Mainline extension projects related to plant and rate base and are 

relevant because these costs could be included in customer rates.  CRRWC should be compelled 

to produce this information. 

Data Request 60 

 This question requests information about new construction projects in 2005, 2006, 2007.  

CRRWC’s response stated that “the 2005-06 construction took place prior to PUC’s jurisdiction 

of 11/20/06.  Therefore, no explanation is necessary or will be forthcoming.  Any future projects 

will be described at the time the project is estimated to take place.  There is no way of foreseeing 

costs of materials, labor, or materials on a project planned years in advance, as the prices change 

daily.  None of the past or future projects were even envisioned by prior management, therefore, 

not mentioned in the 20-year plan.  The 20-year plan was a poorly thought out document and in 

many cases completely inaccurate.  Funding for future projects will come from various sources 

at the time of the project.”  Construction projects for 2005, 2006, and 2007 relate to plant and 

rate base are relevant because these costs could be included in customer rates.  CRRWC should 

be compelled to produce this information. 

Data Request 67 

 This question requests a copy of CRRWC’s current by-laws and by-laws that were in 

effect in December 2005.  CRRWC’s response states that, “CRRWC was not under PUC 

authority in 2005, therefore, this is outside the scope of authority.  Current by-laws are being 

finalized by legal counsel.”  These documents are relevant or likely to lead to relevant 

information related to organization and organizational changes.  CRRWC should be compelled 

to produce this information. 

/// 
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Data Request 68 

 This question requested copies of CRRWC’s IRS 501(c)(12) filings for the years 2002 

through 2006.  CRRWC only provided copies for the years 2005 and 2006.  The requested copies 

of the filings for 2002 through 2004 are relevant for determining capitalized labor rates, loan 

payments, and outstanding loans.  CRRWC should be compelled to produce this information. 

CONCLUSION 

 For the foregoing reasons, Staff restfully requests that CRRWC be compelled to produce 

the information discussed herein.   
 
 DATED this 7th  day of June 2007. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
HARDY MYERS 
Attorney General 
 
 
s/Jason W. Jones________________ 
Jason W. Jones, #00059 
Assistant Attorney General 
Of Attorneys for Public Utility Commission of 
Oregon Staff 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 






























































