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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

OF OREGON 

UT 125 
 
In the Matter of  
 
QWEST CORPORATION, fka 
U S WEST COMMUNICAITON, INC.,  
 
Application for Increase in Revenues. 

 
 
 

 
 
MOTION FOR A MODIFIED GENERAL 
PROTECTIVE ORDER 
 
 

Pursuant to OAR 860-001-0000, 860-001-0420 and OAR 860-001-0080(3) and for the 

reasons provided below, Staff of the Oregon Public Utility Commission (Staff) moves for entry 

of a modified general protective order to address complications of operating under a 1996 

protective order and permit electronic submission of confidential information. Staff’s motion is 

not intended to affect any parties’ existing obligations under Protective Order 96-045; rather to 

permit use of updated technology for any discovery or fillings, as needed, in this docket moving 

forward. 

On February 21, 1996, Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Crowley issued protective Order 

No. 96-045. Neither the petition for Protective Order nor the signatory pages signed prior to 

2018 are available on e-dockets.1 This makes it difficult to determine who is, and is not, covered 

by Protective Order No. 96-045. Additionally, the protective order does not allow for use of the 

Commission’s electronic discovery portal (Huddle),2 bases its authority on the no longer existent 

OAR 860-012-035(1)(k),3 and requires submission of all fillings by mail.4   

 
1 Docket No. UT 125 contains 39 signatory pages to Protective Order 96-045 which cannot be viewed 
through the docket. 
2 See, Docket No. UT 125, Protective Order No. 96-045, Appendix A, p2 & p3-4 (1996); Subsection 10 
seems to preclude use of Huddle by prohibiting the “copying” of confidential data through electronic 
means. The Commission’s more modern protective orders generally permit alternate means for providing 
protected information e.g. “(…) (a) the Commission's discovery portal, Huddle; (b) a password protected 
and encrypted electronic ZIP file distributed electronically; or (c) through physical production.” 
3 Order No. 96-045, at p2; Note that Division 12 of the OARs no longer exists.   Protective Orders are 
now governed by the requirements of OAR 860-001-0080. 
4 Order No. 96-045, Appendix A, at 2; Subsection 6 requires that physical copies of confidential 
information be delivered to counsel or made available for inspection. 
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 Staff requests the ALJ issue a modification to the general protective order to allow for 

alternative methods of providing confidential information, consistent with the Commission’s 

Order No. 20-088.5 Order No. 20-088 specifically waives the requirement in OAR 860-001-0070 

requiring confidential information be either printed on yellow paper and placed in a sealed 

container or provided on a data storage device. The Commission’s order temporarily waived the 

requirement to instead allow for the electronic submission of confidential information. 

Consistent with that waiver and to allow for the production of confidential information through 

electronic means, Staff hereby requests an exemption under OAR 860-001-000 to allow for a 

modification of the standard general protective order. A draft of the proposed modified general 

protective order is attached as Appendix A to this motion. Good cause exists to issue a modified 

general protective order since it will facilitate the timely sharing of requested information in a 

manner that maintains confidentiality. 

For these reasons, Staff respectfully requests that the ALJ issue a modified General 

Protective Order in the format provided as Appendix A to this motion. 

 

 DATED this _6_ day of October 2023. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
ELLEN F. ROSENBLUM 
Attorney General 
 
/s/ Natascha Smith 
        
Natascha Smith, OSB No. 174661 
Assistant Attorney General 
Of Attorneys for Staff of the Public Utility  
Commission of Oregon 

 
5 UM 2061, Order No 20-088, Waiver of Rules to Accommodate Temporary Changes in Business 
Practices (Mar. 18, 2020). 
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