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SCHEDULE

Application for Authorization to Acquire
Cascade Natual Gas Corporation

MOTION

MDU Resources Group, Inc. ("MDU Resources") respectfully moves the Commission for

an order suspending the curent procedural schedule in this docket and requiring MDU

Resources to fie either a motion to revise the procedural schedule or a status report no later than

April 3, 2007. Commission Staff, Citizens' Utility Board, NWIGU, NW Energy Coalition, and

Communty Action Directors of Oregon all support this motion.

BACKGROUND

Since the first settlement conference in this docket on Februar 16, 2007, the paries have

been actively engaged in settlement discussions. The paries have met in person and via

telephone conferences and have exchanged written settlement proposals. Another in-person

meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 23, 2007.MDU Resources believes that the parties are

making progress towards at least a partial, ifnot also a comprehensive settlement.

Staff and intervenor response testimony is curently due to be filed on March 22, 2007.

The paries have agreed in principle that the procedural schedule should be revised to allow the

settlement discussions to progress to a certain point before that response testimony is fied, as

that will most likely limit the issues as to which Staff and the intervenors are required to file

testimony. At this time, the paries do not have new dates to propose for a revised schedule;
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however, the parties have agreed in principle that Staff and the intervenors should have

approximately two and one-half to three weeks to file testimony following the date on which the

parties either have (1) reached agreement on the final terms of a comprehensive or parial

settlement or (2) failed to reach any such agreement. Corresponding adjustments would be

requested for the remainder of the schedule.

Since Staff and intervenor response testimony is curently due to be fied on March 22,

2007, the paries have agreed to ask the Commission at this time to suspend the procedural

schedule, pending further progress in settlement negotiations.

CONCLUSION

Accordingly, MDU Resources requests that the Commission suspend the curent

procedural schedule in this docket. MDU Resources also requests that the Commission require

MDU Resources to file either a motion to revise the procedural schedule or a status report no

later than April 3, 2007.

DATED: March 21,2007.

::~ )
James M. Van Nostrand, OSB No. 79428
Lawrence Reichman, OSB No. 86083

Attorneys for MDU Resources Group, Inc.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have this day served the Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule by

causing a copy to be sent by electronic and u.s. Mail to:

*Lowrey R. Brown
Jason Eisdorfer
Robert Jenks
Citizens' Utility Board of Oregon
610 SW Broadway, Suite 308
Portland, OR 97205

Danel S. Kuntz
MDU Resources Group, Inc.
PO Box 5650

Bismarck, ND 58506-5650

*Edward A. Finklea
Chad M. Stokes
Cable Huston Benedict
Haagensen & Lloyd LLP

1001 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000
Portland, OR 97204

Steven Weiss
Senior Policy Associate
Northwest Energy Coalition
4422 Oregon Trail Cour NE
Salem, OR 97305

John Ryan
PacifiCorp
825 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 2000
Portland, OR 97232

* Electronic service only.

DATED: March 21,2007.
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Jason W. Jones
Assistant Attorney General
Deparent of Justice
Regulated Utility & Business Section
1162 Court Street NE
Salem, OR 97301

Bryan Conway
PO Box 2148
Salem, OR 97309-2148

Jim Abrahamson
Communty Action Directors

of Oregon
PO Box 7964

Salem, OR 97301

Elisa M. Larson
C. Alex Miller
Northwest Natural
220 NW Second Avenue
Portland, OR 97209

PE~E
By á

James M. Van Nostrand, OSB No. 79428
Lawrence Reichman, OSB No. 86083
Attorneys for MDU Resources Group, Inc.
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