












BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
OF OREGON 

UG 490 

IN THE MATTER OF:  ) 
) 

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS ) PROPOSED BUDGET 
COMPANY ) OF FAIR OREGON UTILITY 

) RATES FOR SMALL BUSINESS  
Request for a General Rate Revision ) 

) 

I. INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to the Chief Administrative Law Judge Memorandum issued February 6, 2024
(“Memorandum”) and Section 6.3 Fifth Amended and Restated Intervenor Funding Agreement, ap-
proved by Order 22-506 (“IFA”), Fair Oregon Utility Rates for Small Business (“FOUR”) submits 
this Proposed Budget as required documentation to receive an issue fund grant and case certified 
funding to assist FOUR’s representation in this docket.   1

II. REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ISSUE FUND GRANT PROPOSED BUDGET

Per the Memorandum and the IFA, the Proposed Budget must include: (i) a statement of
work to be performed by the applicant for which the applicant is seeking an Issue Fund Grant; 
(ii) a description of the areas to be investigated by the intervenor; (iii) a description of the partic-
ular customer class or classes that will benefit from the intervenor's participation; (iv) identifica-
tion of the specific account or accounts from which the intervenor is seeking an Issue Fund Grant
and an estimate of the amount of available funds in that account; (v) a budget showing estimated
attorney fees, which may include the cost for appropriate support staff and operational support;
(vi) a budget showing estimated consultant fees and expert witness fees, which may include the
cost for appropriate support staff and operational support; and (vii) a representation that the in-
tervenor will use matching funds in the form of either in-house resources or outside funding to
account for or pay at least 20% of the Eligible Expenses for the work to be performed for which
the intervenor is seeking an Issue Fund Grant.2

 IFA Section 4.2.1

 Memorandum, p5-6, IFA 6.3. 2
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(i) A statement of work to be performed by the applicant for which the applicant is
seeking an issue fund grant.

FOUR represents small business including small non-residential customers in this dock-
et. FOUR will participate in events identified on page two of the Administrative Law Judge  
(“ALJ”) Prehearing Conference Memorandum; Request for Comments issued February 5, 2024 
(“Prehearing Conference Memorandum”), including settlement conferences and other meetings, 
data requests and responses, providing testimony, legal briefings, and if necessary, hearing and 
oral argument. FOUR has engaged experts from GDS Associates, Inc., including consultants 
Danny Kermode C.P.A.-retired and Steven Hunt C.P.A., well experienced in such proceedings. 

(ii) A description of the areas to be investigated by the applicant.
FOUR proposes to investigate the following in this rate case:

• Adjustments proposed by the Company to support the Company’s proposed rate increase;
• Cost of service of the the Rate Schedule 03C (“RS 3C”) customer that the Company uses to

justify an increase of 17% or and average increase of approximately $48  in this customer class3

monthly bill;
• Follow up on the RS 3C cost study performed by the Company pursuant to the applicable stip-

ulation in the directly previous rate case;  and4

• Other topics as appropriate to ensure fair and reasonable rates and terms of service for the
small non-residential customer.

(iii) A description of the particular customer class or classes that will benefit from the
intervenor's participation.

The rate payer class that would benefit from FOUR’s participating in the proceeding is 
the customers in Rate Schedule 3 Basic Firm Sales Service Non-Residential.  5

(iv) Identification of the specific account or accounts from which the intervenor is seek-
ing an Issue Fund Grant and an estimate of the amount of available funds in each account.

The accounts from which FOUR seeks issue fund grant funding are NW Natural issue 
fund which has an amount of available funds was $113,334 as of February 6, 2024  and, per the 6

 UG 490 NW Natural’s Exhibit A to Executive Summary, filed December 29, 2023.3

 UG 435 NW Natural Request for General Rate Revision and Advice 20-19, Schedule 198 Renewable 4

Natural Gas Recovery Mechanism (ADV 1215) (UG 411) Stipulation Regarding Revenue Requirement, 
Rate Spread and Certain Other Issues, filed May 31, 2022, p11.

 Also known as “small commercial”. See https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/rates-and-regulations/ore5 -
gon-tariff-book (Last accessed 2/26/24); See also “Commercial Sales Firm 03C” available at: UG 490 
NW Natural Request for General Rate Revision NW Natural/1801 Wyman/Page 1.

 Memorandum page 4. 6
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intervenor funding spreadsheet as posted on March 12, 2024, $302,601.39,  and on March 13, 7

2024, there was $116,601 in the Issue Fund and $10,000 in the case certified fund.   8

(v), (vi), and (vii) require a budget showing estimated attorney fees, which may include the 
cost for appropriate support staff and operational support, a budget showing estimated 
consultant fees and expert witness fees, which may include the cost for appropriate support 
staff and operational support, and a representation that the intervenor will use matching 
funds in the form of either in-house resources or outside funding to account for or pay at 
least 20% of the Eligible Expenses for the work to be performed for which the intervenor is 
seeking an Issue Fund Grant. 

In response to these requirements “e”, “f”, and “g”, FOUR submits the attached UG 490 
Proposed Budget of FOUR Exhibit A as a budget schedule for the issue fund grants requested.  

III. CONCLUSION

FOUR submits the information above and attached as its Proposed Budget to represent
small business and small commercial ratepayers for the Commission’s consideration of FOUR’s 
Petition for Case Certification and permitting FOUR to access either or both issue grant funds 
and case certification funds in this docket.  

Date: March 13, 2024 s/ Diane Henkels 

Diane Henkels, OSB#000523 
Henkels Law LLC  
520 SW Sixth Avenue (Cascade Building) #1010 
Portland, OR 97204 
t: 541-270-6001 / e: diane@henkelslaw.com 
Counsel for Fair Oregon Utility Rates for  
Small Business

 Link to currently posted “Intervenor Funding Summary” posted at this site: https://www.oregon.gov/puc/7

filing-center/pages/intervenor-funding.aspx (Last accessed 03/12/24). 

  As of March 13, 2024 per Commission response to FOUR counsel email inquiry including residential 8

and small nonresidential customer requests for this docket.
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Personnel Hours Rate Cost

Expert witness 70 $280 $19600

Attorney 16 $300 $4800

Technical support/Administrative 12 $50 $600

Board 0 $0 $0

Law Clerk (for credit only) $0

Other Expenses 

Travel (remote only per UG 490 ALJ   
Memorandum of 2/28/24) 

$0

Other—printing/postage $0

Subtotal $25,000

20% of FOUR Funded Expenditures $5,000

Total issue fund grant request $20,000

Exhibit A 
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