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I. INTRODUCTION

Pursuantto ChiefAdministrative Law Judge October 4,2023 Ruling, Small Business

Utility Advocates Oregon ("SBUA") submits this Proposed Budget and ExhibitA ("Proposed

Budget") for approval by the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (o'Commission"). This Pro-

posed Budget is consistent with Chief ALJ March I0,2023 Memorandum, page 5, in this docket,

ORS 757.072, OAR 860-001-0120,andlssue Fund-Case Certified accountArticles 4.2,5.1,and

6.3 of the Fifth Restated and Amended Intervenor Funding Agreement approved December 29,

2022by the Commission in Order 22-506 ("Fifth IFA"). SBUA petitioned for intervention on

March 7 ,2023.

2. REQUIREMENTS FORAN ISSUE FUND GRANT PROPOSED BUDGET

The Proposed Budget must include: (a) a statement of work to be performed by the appli-

cant for which the applicant is seeking an issue Fund Grant; (b) a description of the areas to be

investigated by the intervenor; (c) a description of the particular customer class or classes that

will benefit from the intervenor's participation; (d) identification of the specific account or ac-

counts from which the intervenor is seeking an Issue Fund Grant and an estimate of the amount
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of available funds in that account; (e) a budget showing estimated attorney fees, which may in-

clude the cost for appropriate support staff and operational support; (f) a budget showing esti-

mated consultant fees and expert witness fees, which may include the cost for appropriate sup-

port staff and operational support; and (g) a representation that the intervenor will use matching

funds in the form ofeither in-house resources or outside funding to account for or pay at least

20Yo of the Eligible Expenses for the work to be performed for which the intervenor is seeking

an Issue Fund Grant. Fifth IFAArticle 6.3.

(a) A statement of work to be performed by the applicant for which the applicant is

seeking an Issue Fund Grant.

SBUA represents small business including small general service a.k.a. small commercial

uustuttters in this docket, that is, Portland General Electric Company ("Company") Schedule 32

ratepayers to ensure fair and reasonable rates for these ratepayers. SBUA has reviewed and ana-

lyzed data, and attended and participated in events identified in the Administrative Law Judge

("A[J") March 13,2023 Procedural Conference Memorandum including participating in precon-

ference, workshops, settlement conferences, discovery through data requests, providing technical

input and testimony. SBUA's intervention was granted on March 8,2023 ancl has been assisted

by expert Danny Kermode-CPA retired.

(b) A description of the areas to be investigated by the appricant.

To ensure fair and reasonable rates for Schedule 32 customers, SBUA tracked this case

since the Company's initial utility filing on March 15,2023. SBUA expert focused on the justifi-

cation for the base change of l2.6Yo on small nonresidential customers (Schedule 32) including

opening testimony and particularly on rate spread and rate design to ensure fair and reasonable

UE 416 PROPOSED BUDGET OF SBUA - 2



rates. SBUA's expert identified a significant increase in distribution charges for Schedule 32 cus-

tomers using over 5000 kwh, presented analysis of why such increase is not fair and reasonable,

including why it is unreasonable to base this increase on facilitating graduation to a higher rate

schedule. SBUA also ensured compliance with Commission Order 20-065 ensuring that the pub-

lic comment of small commercial ratepayers and other small businesses are included in the

Record of this rate case.

(c) A description of the particular customer class or classes that will benefit from the

intervenor's participation.

The particular customer class that would benefit from SBUA s participating in the pro-

ceeding is the Schedule 32 General Service - Small Nonresidential.

(d) Identification of the specific account or accounts from which the intervenor is seek-

ing an Issue Fund Grant and an estimate of the amount of available funds in each account.

The accounts from which SBUA seeks Issue Fund grant funds - Case-Certified Account

is from Portland General Electric: $10,000

(e), (0, and (g) require a budget showing estimated attorney fees, which may include the

cost for appropriate support staff and operational support, a budget showing estimated

consultant fees and expert witness fees, which may include the cost for appropriate support

staff and operational support, and a representation that the intervenor will use matching

funds in the form of either in-house resources or outside funding to account for or pay at

least 20o/o of the Eligible Expenses for the work to be performed for which the intervenor is

seeking an Issue Fund Grant.
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In response to these requirements "e", "?', and "g", SBUA submits the attached uE 416

Proposed Budget of SBUA Exhibit A as a Budget for the Issue Fund Grant requested

SBUA represents SBUA will use matching funds in the form of either SBUA in-house re-

sources or outside funding to account for or pay atleast20o/o of the Eligible Expenses for the

work to be performed for which the intervenor is seeking an Issue Fund Grant.

3. CONCLUSION

SBUA submits the information above and the attached to support its request that the

Commission approve SBUA s Proposed Budget to represent the Company's small commercial

customers in this general rate case.

Respectfully submitted: October 9, 2023

IKSBUA
Small Business Utility Advocates

s/ Diane Henkels

Diane Henkels
Attorney, Small Business Utility Advocates
www utilityadvocates. org
621 SW Morrison St. Ste 1025

Portland, OR 97205

541-270-6001
diane@utilityadvocates. org
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EXHIBIT A

SBUA Proposed Budget for Case Certified Funds Grant

Hours

49

3

4

10

l

Cost

$7,350
i

$tso

i $eoo
I

$2,500

$t o,goo

$2,160

$8,640

Personnel

Expert (Kermode)

.Gchnical assistanVparalegal

Executive Director

Attorney

Subtotal

2O%o of SBUA Funded ExPenditures

Total SBUA lssue Fund Grant-Case Certified
Request

Rate

$t so

$so

$200

$zso

Exhibit A




