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Via  Ele ctron ic Filing  
 
Pub lic Utility Commission o f O re gon 
Atte ntion: Filing  Ce nte r 
PO  Box 1088 
Sale m, O R 97308-1088 
 
Re : Docke ts No . AR 654, Div. 87 Re visions, and  UM 2165, Transportation Ele ctrification Inve stme nt Frame work 
 
Filing  Ce nte r: 

Po rtland  Ge ne ral Ele ctric (PGE or the  Comp any) ap p re ciate s the  constructive  e ng ag eme nt p roce ss Staff led  in 
d e velop ing  revisions to the  Division 87 Transp ortation Electrification (TE) rule s and  accomp anying  Staff 
g uid ance .  By re fe re nce , PGE re ite rate s with the se  comme nts its sup port fo r the  d raft rule  re visions, along  with 
the  d e taile d  re comme nd ations and  req ue sts fo r clarification o f the  d raft re visions PGE offe red  in p rio r AR 654 
writte n comme nts.1  

PGE also incorp orate s by re fe re nce he re  our writte n comme nts sub mitte d  in UM 2165 and  AR 654 2 re g ard ing 
Staff’s g uid ance  to  accomp any the  re vise d  rules.  The  Comp any anticip ate s the  re comme nd ations and  
sugg e stions in Staff’s d raft g uid ance  memo will be  he lp ful as we  work to comp ly with the  ne w rules in our 
fo rthcoming  TE Plan.  We und e rstand  the  inte nt o f the  g uid ance  is, in p art, to allow fle xib ility fo r utilitie s to ad just 
the  conte nt and  structure  o f utility TE Plans, Budg e ts and  Rep orts while  comp lying  with the  Division 87 rule s.  
We also und e rstand  Staff o r the  Pub lic Utility Commission o f O reg on (O PUC or Commission) may up d ate  the  
g uid ance  as ne e de d  ove r time , and  utilities may d eviate  from it whe re  circumstance s make that app rop riate .  
This will allow utilities to  me e t Staff and  stake ho ld e r e xp e ctations while  taking  into account chang ing  marke t 
cond itions, availab le  re sources and  d ata, g rowing  p rog rammatic and  op e rational e xpe rie nce , and  p ub lic policy 
p rio ritie s.  

Und e rstand ing  this, PGE o ffe rs comme nts b e low sp ecific to Staff’s d raft g uid ance me mo, in sup port o f the  o ral 
comme nts the  Comp any o ffe re d  at the  Aug ust 9, 2022 rule making  he aring .  The se  comme nts are  o rg anize d  
with the  se ction he ad e rs used  in Staff’s d raft me mo.  Whe re  section he ad e rs from the  me mo are  no t includ e d , 
the  Comp any o ffe rs no ad d itional comme nt. 

Cle an  Fue ls Pro g ram  

• The Comp any no te s the  d raft g uid ance could  b e  inte rp re te d  to cre ate  a conflict b e twee n CFP Cre d it 
Mone tization Princip le s the  Commission adop te d  in O rd e r No . 17-512 3  and  Staff’s UM 2165 g uid ance 
to  utilities to maximize  e xte rnal (non-rate p aye r) fund ing .4  The Commission’s Cre d it Mone tization 
Princip les state : “Cre d it mone tization and  e lectric comp any marke t p articip ation strateg ies should  focus 
on e stab lishing  reve nue  stre am stab ility rathe r than ab solute  cred it value  maximization.  Estab lishing  
re ve nue  stre am stab ility and  timely re alization o f reve nue  is more  important than maximizing  cred it 
p rice .”  The  gove rnance o f cre d it mone tization d iffe rs from the  p rincip le  o f “Maximize  use  o f fund s fo r 

 
1 PGE com me nts sub m itte d  in  Docke t No. AR 654, June  15, 2022, h ttp s://e d ocs.p uc.sta te .or.us/e fd ocs/HAC/ar654hac13341.p d f 
2 PGE com me nts sub m itte d  in  Docke t No. UM 2165, Ju ly 19, 2022, h ttp s:/ /e d ocs.p uc.sta te .or.us/e fd ocs/HAC/um2165hac172718.p d f 
3 UM 1826, O PUC O rd e r No. 17-512, p ag e  7 of 11, http s://ap p s.p uc.sta te .or.us/ord e rs/2017ord s/17-512.p d f 
4 UM 2165, O PUC Staff Re p ort, De ce mb e r 7, 2021, h ttp s://e d ocs.p uc.sta te .or.us/e fd ocs/HAU/um2165ha u181610.p d f 
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imp le me ntation o f p rog rams” in O rd e r No . 18-376, which p rio ritize s the  use  o f CFP fund s on 
p rog rammatic e ffo rts ove r ad ministrative  costs.  

This p o te ntial conflict could  b e  re so lved  by clarifying  in Staff’s g uid ance that Staff d oes no t inte nd  to 
d ire ct utilities to  ad op t a p rice -focuse d  CFP cred it sale s strate gy, b ut rathe r that availab le  CFP fund s 
should  b e  leve rag ed  to  supp ort TE-relate d  p rog rams and  initiative s. 

This p oint might re asonab ly app ly to o the r fund ing  source s as we ll, such as g rants o r p rog ram 
p articip ants’ contrib utions, whe re  ab so lute  maximization mig ht no t make se nse  fo r custome rs.  
PGE unde rstand s Staff’s inte nt to  b e  that utilities should  make  ap p rop riate , strate g ic d e te rminations fo r 
how these  fund s can comple me nt and  leve rag e ratep aye r fund s in ways that re d uce  custome r p rice  
imp act while  supp orting  TE. 

Be ne fit / Co st  Ana lysis 

• PGE re comme nds d e fe rring  d e te rmination o f whe ther Cle an Fuels Prog ram fund s should  b e  includ ed  
in cost-b e ne fit analysis to the  workshop s Staff p ropose s fo r furthe r d iscussion and  collab oration on the  
ro le  o f BCA in TE b udg e t d evelop me nt and  d eve lopme nt o f a jurisd iction-sp e cific cost te st.  This top ic 
has no t b e e n add re sse d  in the  rulemaking  o r TEIF d ocke ts.  We  b elieve  it re q uires Staff, stake ho ld e r and  
utility e xp lo ration to fully consid e r how CFP funds should  b e  tre ate d . 

Me trics 

• PGE strong ly re comme nd s ad justing  Staff’s p ropose d  lang uage  on EV adop tion, along  the  line s 
re comme nd e d  by the  NW Ene rg y Coalition at the  Aug ust 9 rule making  he aring , to  avoid  atte mp ting  to 
attrib ute  sp e cific EV adop tions to  sp ecific utility p rog rams o r actions.  PGE and  stake holde rs have 
re p e ate d ly cautione d  ag ainst attrib ution me thod ology fo r TE in this rulemaking .  Marke t transfo rmation 
is b eyond  the  scope  o f ind ivid ual utility activity, and  would  req uire  a much highe r le vel o f colle ctive , 
coord inate d  action, inve stme nt, and  me asure me nt on a re g ional level o r g re ate r – similar to  the  role  
p laye d  by the  Northwest Ene rgy Efficie ncy Alliance on e ne rgy e fficie ncy e ffo rts.  

EV Ad o p tio n , Lo ad  Fo re casting  and  Po w e r Flow  Ana lysis 

• PGE re comme nds ad justing  the  lang uag e in Staff’s d raft EV adop tion, Load  Fore casting  and  Powe r Flow 
Analysis se ction to alig n with the  fo re casting  re q uire me nts that curre ntly app ly to the  Distrib ution Syste m 
Plan, so re q uire me nts are  the  same fo r TE Plans in ye ars that co incide  with DSPs as they are  in ye ars 
whe n the  Comp any will no t file  a DSP.  EV fo re casts and  co rrespond ing  g rid  ne ed s will b e  evaluate d  
(includ ing  powe r flow analysis) and  p rio ritize d  ag ainst o the r g rid  ne e ds within the  DSP p roce ss. 

Co nclusio n 

PGE thanks Staff and  the  Commission fo r the  op portunity to comme nt and  looks fo rward  to Commission 
consid e ration o f the se  mate rials at the  Aug ust 23 p ub lic me e ting .  Ple ase  d o no t hesitate  to  contact me if you 
have q uestions o r ne ed  clarification o f the  above. 

Thank you, 

 

/s/ Jason Salmi Klotz 
 
Jason Salmi Klo tz 
Manag e r, Reg ulato ry Strate gy and  Eng age me nt 


