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STAFF’S DATA REQUEST NO. 20: 
 
Please provide the following information regarding O&M: 
a. Please give a detailed description of the purpose and makeup of the oil and 

handling component. 
b. Please describe why these components and uses do not correlate with power 

generation at a plant. 
c. Please provide a narrative description as to why Boardman has such a small O&M 

cost relative Idaho Power’s other thermal plants. 
d. Are there any fixed costs similar in nature to O&M for natural gas fired plants? 
 
 
 
IDAHO POWER COMPANY’S RESPONSE TO STAFF’S DATA REQUEST NO. 20: 
 
a. The oil component is the diesel oil burned at the plant for startup and flame stabilization.  

The handling component is the cost to move the coal from the train trestle (or 
additionally, when the coal is on the plant site at Bridger from the mine) to the coal silos 
in the plant.  Included in the handling costs are the operating expenses for conveyors, 
heavy equipment, heavy equipment fuel, and labor. 

 
b. These components are based on total plant charges for the handling and storage of the 

coal, and are not specific to the generation Idaho Power receives from the plant.  
 
c. Because total O&M costs are assigned based on capacity ownership percentage, and 

Idaho Power’s ownership share at Boardman is smaller relative to the other jointly 
owned coal plants, the O&M costs related to Boardman are lower in comparison to the 
other plants.     

 
d. Yes.  As discussed on page 8 of Idaho Power/100, the Company has historically 

included the cost of natural gas pipeline capacity reservations as a fixed cost input to the 
APCU which is not included as a dispatch cost component within the AURORA model. 
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Example of Linear Approximation 

- Linear Approx 

- Actual 

Total Generation 
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