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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
OF OREGON 

 
Docket No. __________ 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 
IDAHO POWER COMPANY FOR AN 
ORDER ADDRESSING EXCESS NET 
POWER SUPPLY EXPENSES DEFERRED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDER NO. 05-
870 

 
 
PETITION OF IDAHO POWER 
COMPANY 
 

COMES NOW Idaho Power Company (the “Company” or “Idaho Power”) and, pursuant 

to ORS 757.259 and OAR 860-027-0300, hereby requests that the Public Utility Commission of 

Oregon (“Commission”) issue its Order: (1) confirming that the Company has correctly deferred 

for later recovery in rates its excess net power supply expenses incurred between March 2, 2005 

and February 28, 2006 (“2005 deferral”), in accordance with the provisions of Order No. 05-870; 

(2) authorizing the Company to delay amortization of the 2005 deferred amounts until it 

completes the amortization of excess power supply costs incurred in 2001; and (3) confirming 

that the Company’s earnings during the March 2, 2005 through February 28, 2006 period did not 

exceed authorized levels.  This Application is based on the following: 

1. Idaho Power is a public utility in the state of Oregon and its rates, services, and 

accounting practices are subject to the regulation of the Commission. 

2. This Application is filed in accordance with OAR 860-027-0300 and specifically 

OAR-027-0300(9)(a) which requires that Idaho Power request that it be allowed to begin 

amortization of the 2005 deferral at a date that is later than one year from the date the 2005 

deferral ceased. 
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3. In accordance with OAR 860-103-0070, Idaho Power waives service by means 

other than electronic mail.  Consistent with that waiver, Idaho Power requests that the following 

receive notices and communications with respect to this Application: 

Barton L. Kline 
Senior Attorney 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID   83707-0070 
bkline@idahopower.com 
 

John R. Gale 
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID   83707-0070 
rgale@idahopower.com 
 

Monica B. Moen 
Attorney II 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID   83707-0070 
mmoen@idahopower.com 
 

Gregory W. Said 
Manager of Revenue Requirement 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID   83707-0070 
gsaid@idahopower.com 
 

Lisa F. Rackner 
Ater Wynne LLP 
222 S.W. Columbia 
Suite 1800 
Portland, OR   97201-6618 
lfr@aterwynne.com 
 

Joanne M. Butler 
Legal Administrative Assistant 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID   83707-0070 
jbutler@idahopower.com 
 

Michael J. Youngblood 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID   83707-0070 
myoungblood@idahopower.com 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

4. In Order No. 01-307, Idaho Power was authorized by the Commission to defer 

and amortize net power supply expenses resulting from the 2001 energy crisis (“the 2001 

deferral”).  Idaho Power is currently amortizing the amount in the 2001 deferral account at the 

maximum level allowed under ORS 757.259(10). 

5. On March 2, 2005, Idaho Power filed an Application for authorization to defer for 

future rate recovery certain excess net power supply expenses incurred from March 2, 2005 

through February 28, 2006.  Idaho Power’s Application was docketed as Docket No. UM 1198. 
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6. On July 1, 2005, Idaho Power, the Commission Staff (“Staff”) and the Citizens’ 

Utility Board (“CUB”) submitted a Settlement Stipulation and supporting testimony pursuant to 

OAR 860-014-0085 in which the Parties agreed that the Company’s Application to defer certain 

excess net power supply expenses incurred during the March 2, 2005 through February 28, 2006 

deferral period should be accepted by the Commission in accordance with the terms and 

conditions in the Settlement Stipulation. 

7. In Order No. 05-870, the Commission ordered that Idaho Power’s Application for 

an accounting order requesting authorization of deferred accounting as set out in the Stipulation 

was approved.  The Commission’s approval was for accounting purposes only. 

8. In accordance with the terms and conditions of the Stipulation as approved in 

Order No. 05-870, Idaho Power has deferred excess net power supply expenses incurred during 

the 2005 deferral period in accordance with the methodology approved by the Commission. 

Amounts Deferred 

9. During the 2005 deferral period, on a system-wide basis, Idaho Power accrued 

approximately $105,000,000 in net excess power supply expenses.  Oregon’s share after 

application of the “bands” is approximately $2,718,000, which includes interest in the amount of 

$102,000.  Attachment 1 shows a more detailed computation of the total amount in the 2005 

deferred account as of February 28, 2006. 

10. OAR 860-027-0300(9)(a) provides that, unless authorized by the Commission to 

do otherwise, an electric, gas, or steam heat utility shall request that amortizations of deferred 

accounts commence no later than one year from the date the deferrals cease for that particular 

account.  As previously noted, under the provisions of Oregon’s deferred accounting statute, 

ORS 757-259(10), Idaho Power is currently amortizing the 2001 deferral at the maximum 

amount authorized by Oregon law.  The 2001 deferral has a balance remaining of $8,142,000 as 

of February 28, 2006.  Because current amortization of the 2001 deferral is at the maximum 

allowed under Oregon law, Idaho Power anticipates that at current revenue levels, it will not be 
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able to begin amortizing the 2005 deferral amount ($2,718,000) until approximately 2009.  For 

this reason, Idaho Power is requesting that the Commission exempt Idaho Power from the 

requirement in OAR 860-027-300(9)(a) and authorize Idaho Power to commence amortization of 

the approved 2005 deferral amount when Idaho Power has fully amortized the 2001 deferral 

amount.  Idaho Power will begin amortization of the 2005 excess net power supply expenses as 

soon as it is legally permitted to do so. 

11. Enclosed as Attachment 2 is the FERC Form 1 Jurisdictional Separation Study for 

the twelve-months ending December 31, 2005, which confirms that Idaho Power’s earnings 

during the 2005 deferral period did not exceed authorized levels.  The time period selected is 

reasonably representative of the 2005 deferral period. 

12. A copy of this Petition has been served on the parties to the Company’s 2005 

deferral proceeding and the Company’s last general rate case. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Idaho Power respectfully requests that the Commission issue its 

Order: 

1. Confirming that Idaho Power has correctly deferred for later recovery in rates its 

excess power supply expenses incurred during the 2005 deferral period, March 2, 2005 through 

February 28, 2006; and 

2. Authorizing Idaho Power to delay commencement of the amortization of the 2005 

deferred amounts until such time as it has completed amortization of the 2001 deferred amounts 

in accordance with ORS 757-259; and 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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3. Confirming that the Company’s earnings during the 2005 deferral period did not 

exceed authorized levels. 

Respectfully submitted this 19th day of April, 2006. 

ATER WYNNE, LLP 
 
 
 

By:   /s/ Lisa F. Rackner    
Lisa F. Rackner 
Ater Wynne, LLP 
222 SW Columbia St., Suite 1800 
Portland, OR 97201 
E-mail: lfr@aterwynne.com 

Barton L. Kline, ISB #1526 
Senior Attorney 
Idaho Power Company 
P.O. Box 70 
Boise, ID 83707-0070 
E-mail: bkline@idahopower.com 

Attorneys for Idaho Power Company 
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April 20, 2006 

 
VIA EMAIL AND US MAIL 
 
Filing Center 
Oregon Public Utility Commission 
550 Capitol Street NE #215 
PO Box 2148 
Salem, OR 97308-2148 
 

Re: Idaho Power’s Petition re: Deferred Power Supply Expenses 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Enclosed for filing is the original and three copies of Idaho Power Company’s Petition 
for an Order Addressing Excess Net Power Supply Expenses Deferred In Accordance with Order 
No. 05-870.  Please contact me with any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

Jessica A. Gorham 

Enclosure 
 
cc: UE 167 Service List 
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of PETITION OF IDAHO POWER
COMPAN was served via U.S. Mail on the following parties on April 19, 2006:

Robert Valdez
PO Box 2148

Salem OR 97308-2148

Don Reading
Ben Johnson Associates
6070 Hill Road
Boise il 83703

Lowrey R. Brown
Citizens' Utility Board of Oregon
Suite 308
610 SW Broadway
Portland OR 97205

Jason Eisdorfer

Citizens' Utility Board of Oregon
Suite 308
610 SW Broadway
Portland OR 97205

Ms. Stephanie S. Andrus
Oregon Department of Justice
General Counsel Division
100 Justice Building
1162 Court Street NE
Salem OR 97301

Rates & Regulatory Affairs
Portland General Electric
1 WTC0702
121 SW Salmon Street
Portland OR 97204

Douglas C. Tingey
Portland General Electric
1 WTC13
121 SW Salmon Street
Portland OR 97204

Peter J. Richardson
Richardson & O'Leary
515 North 27th Street
Boise il 83702
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