BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF OREGON

UM 1182
In the Matter of )
)
NORTHWEST INDEPENDENT POWER ) OPENING COMMENTS OF THE
PRODUCERS COALITION ) NW ENERGY COALITION
Petition for an Investigation )
Regarding Competitive Bidding )

NW Energy Coalition ("Coalition") is pleased to offer the following opening
comments in response to Order No. 11-001, reopening the Oregon Public Utility
Commission (OPUC) docket UM 1182, a Petition for an Investigation Regarding
Competitive Bidding.

The NW Energy Coalition is a coalition of over 110 groups, including utilities,
environmental, faith-based, consumer and low-income organizations, unions,
government entities and businesses working for a clean and affordable energy
future.

Commission Issues
This section addresses the issues currently under consideration in Phase I of this
docket.

Guideline 1

Guideline 1 established the requirement that utilities issue RFPs to solicit bidders
for resources with generating capacity greater than 100 MW that will be in use for at
least five years, to hire an independent evaluator (IE) to evaluate bids. At issue is
whether the threshold for a "major resource" should be lowered to include more
projects in the competitive bidding process. While the Coalition does not feel that
the threshold should be lowered at this time, we do support changes to this
guideline that would fix identified loopholes allowing multiple adjacent generation
facilities to be considered separately.



Guideline 11

Guideline 11 requires that the IE provide a final report after a short list of bidders
has been selected by a utility that has issued an RFP. At issue is whether the role of
the [E should be retained throughout negotiation and resource selection. The
Coalition currently does not have a recommendation regarding this question, but
looks forward to reviewing other petitioners' comments on this issue.

Conclusion

The Coalition supports a fair and open competitive bidding process that protects the
interests of ratepayers. The Coalition, after reviewing the comments of other parties
in this proceeding, may present a more in-depth analysis of these issues in its
Closing Comments.

Wendy Gerlitz

Senior Policy Associate
NW Energy Coalition
Portland, Oregon



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
[ hereby certify that I have this day caused Opening Comments of NW
Energy Coalition to be served by electronic mail to those parties whose email
addresses appear on the attached service list, and by First Class Mail, postage
prepaid and properly addressed, to those parties on the service list who have not
waived paper service from OPUC Docket No. UM 1182.

DATED this 31st day of March, 2011.

Wendy Gerlitz

Senior Policy Associate
NW Energy Coalition
Portland, Oregon



UM 1182 (1)
Service List (Parties)

*DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JANET L PREWITT
ASSISTANT AG

NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION
1162 COURT ST NE

SALEM OR 97301-4096
janet.prewitt@doj.state.or.us

*OREGON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

MATT HALE
MANAGER ENERGY TECHNOLOGY

625 MARION ST NE
SALEM OR 97301
matt.hale@state.or.us

VIJAY A SATYAL
SENIOR POLICY ANALYST

625 MARION ST NE
SALEM OR 97301
vijay.a.satyal@state.or.us

AF LEGAL & CONSULTING SERVICES

ANN L FISHER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

PO BOX 25302
PORTLAND OR 97298-0302
energlaw@aol.com

AVISTA CORPORATION

DAVID J MEYER
VICE PRESIDENT & CHIEF COUNSEL

PO BOX 3727
SPOKANE WA 99220-3727
david.meyer@avistacorp.com

AVISTA UTILITIES

PATRICK EHRBAR
MANAGER, RATES & TARIFFS

PO BOX 3727
SPOKANE WA 99220-3727
pat.ehrbar@avistacorp.com

CASCADE NATURAL GAS

KATHERINE BARNARD
MANAGER - REGULATORY AFFAIRS & GAS
SUPPLY

8113 W GRANDRIDGE BLVD
KENNEWICK WA 99336
kathie.barnard@cngc.com

DENNIS HAIDER
EXECUTIVE VP, REGULATORY, GAS SUPPLY
& BUS DEVELOP

8113 W GRANDRIDGE BLVD
KENNEWICK WA 99336
dennis.haider@mdu.com

CITIZENS' UTILITY BOARD OF OREGON

GORDON FEIGHNER
ENERGY ANALYST

610 SW BROADWAY, STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97205
gordon@oregoncub.org

ROBERT JENKS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

610 SW BROADWAY, STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97205
bob@oregoncub.org




G. CATRIONA MCCRACKEN
LEGAL COUNSEL/STAFF ATTY

610 SW BROADWAY, STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97205
catriona@oregoncub.org

DAVISON VAN CLEVE

IRION A SANGER
ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY

333 SW TAYLOR - STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97204
mail@dvclaw.com

DAVISON VAN CLEVE PC

S BRADLEY VAN CLEVE

333 SW TAYLOR - STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97204
mail@dvclaw.com

ESLER STEPHENS & BUCKLEY

JOHN W STEPHENS

888 SW FIFTH AVE STE 700
PORTLAND OR 97204-2021
stephens@eslerstephens.com;
mec@eslerstephens.com

IDAHO POWER COMPANY

CHRISTA BEARRY

PO BOX 70
BOISE ID 83707-0070
cbearry@idahopower.com

LISA D NORDSTROM
ATTORNEY

PO BOX 70
BOISE ID 83707-0070
Inordstrom@idahopower.com

MCDOWELL RACKNER & GIBSON PC

LISA F RACKNER
ATTORNEY

419 SW 11TH AVE., SUITE 400
PORTLAND OR 97205
lisa@mcd-law.com

NORRIS & STEVENS

DAVID E HAMILTON

621 SW MORRISON ST STE 800
PORTLAND OR 97205-3825
davidh@norrstev.com

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY

ALEX MILLER
DIRECTOR - REGULATORY AFFAIRS

220 NW SECOND AVE
PORTLAND OR 97209-3991
alex.miller@nwnatural.com

NW ENERGY COALITION

WENDY GERLITZ
SENIOR POLICY ASSOCIATE

1205 SE FLAVEL
PORTLAND OR 97202
wendy@nwenergy.org

NW INDEPENDENT POWER PRODUCERS

ROBERT D KAHN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1117 MINOR AVENUE, SUITE 300
SEATTLE WA 98101
rkahn@nippc.org;rkahn@rdkco.com

PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT

JORDAN A WHITE
SENIOR COUNSEL

1407 W. NORTH TEMPLE, STE 320
SALT LAKE CITY UT 84116
jordan.white@pacificorp.com




PACIFICORP

NATALIE HOCKEN
VICE PRESIDENT & GENERAL COUNSEL

825 NE MULTNOMAH

SUITE 2000

PORTLAND OR 97232
natalie.hocken@pacificorp.com

PACIFICORP, DBA PACIFIC POWER

OREGON DOCKETS

825 NE MULTNOMAH ST, STE 2000

PORTLAND OR 97232
oregondockets@pacificorp.com

PORTLAND GENERAL ELECTRIC

RATES & REGULATORY AFFAIRS - PATRICK

HAGER

121 SW SALMON ST 1WTC-0702
PORTLAND OR 97204
pge.opuc.filings@pgn.com

V. DENISE SAUNDERS

121 SW SALMON ST 1WTC1301
PORTLAND OR 97204
denise.saunders@pgn.com

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

MAURY GALBRAITH

PO BOX 2148
SALEM OR 97308
maury.galbraith@state.or.us

PUC STAFF--DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MICHAEL T WEIRICH

BUSINESS ACTIVITIES SECTION
1162 COURT ST NE

SALEM OR 97301-4096
michael.weirich@doj.state.or.us

RENEWABLE NORTHWEST PROJECT

MEGAN WALSETH DECKER

917 SW OAK, STE 303
PORTLAND OR 97205
megan@rnp.org

RICHARDSON & O'LEARY

GREGORY M. ADAMS

PO BOX 7218
BOISE ID 83702
greg@richardsonandoleary.com

RICHARDSON & O'LEARY PLLC

PETER J RICHARDSON

PO BOX 7218
BOISE ID 83707
peter@richardsonandoleary.com




