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  DISPOSITION: MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER GRANTED  
 
  On August 18, 2010, the three Local Distribution Companies (LDCs) in 
Oregon—Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural; Avista Corporation, dba 
Avista Utilities; and Cascade Natural Gas Corporation (collectively LDCs)—filed an 
expedited motion for a modified protective order with the Public Utility Commission of 
Oregon (Commission). 
 
  The LDCs seek two revisions to the standard protective order.  First, they 
seek additional protective measures for highly competitively sensitive information 
relating to LDCs natural gas acquisitions contracts and strategies.  The LDCs note that 
the Commission’s purchased gas adjustment (PGA) guidelines require each LDC to 
provide specific information related to its natural gas supply portfolio and related 
transportation.1  This information includes competitively sensitive information that could 
jeopardize an LDC’s competitive position in the natural gas market if disclosed to 
counterparties or market competitors.  To protect this Highly Confidential Information, 
the LDCs seek a modified protective order that contains provisions similar to those 
adopted in a prior PGA filing, docket UG 187.2  Those provisions include (1) allowing 
access to Highly Confidential Information only on the showing of a legitimate need that 
outweighs the potential for competitive harm resulting from disclosure; (2) requiring the 
qualified persons seeking access to the information to certify that they are not involved in 
decision-making by natural gas competitors and do not provide information to those 
decision-makers; and (3) precluding qualified persons from sharing the information with 
other qualified persons associated with a different party without the consent of the LDC.   
 
  Second, the LDCs request the modified protective order apply to this 
docket and all future PGA proceedings before the Commission.  The LDCs state that an  

                                              
1 See Order No. 09-248. 
2 See Order No. 09-341. 
























