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DISPOSITION:   STAFF RECOMMENDATION APPROVED; FINAL 

2009R RFP SHORTLIST ACKNOWLEDGED 
 
On April 28, 2009, PacifiCorp, dba Pacific Power (Pacific Power), filed an 

application with the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (Commission) to open a docket for 
the approval of a solicitation process for new renewable resources (2009R RFP), and to appoint 
Boston Pacific Company as the Oregon Independent Evaluator (OIE) for the 2009R RFP.  The 
Commission approved Boston Pacific Company as the OIE in Order No. 09-181, and directed 
Staff to review the final draft negotiated contract, prior to its execution by Pacific Power and the 
OIE, to ensure it conformed with Order No. 06-446.1 

 
At its July 7, 2009, public meeting, the Commission approved Pacific Power’s 

proposed 2009R RFP, subject to various conditions recommended by Commission Staff (Staff).  
The Commission conditioned this approval on Boston Pacific Company’s continuing to serve 
as independent evaluator through the end of the contract negotiation stages for both the 2009R 
RFP and Pacific Power’s 2008R-1 RFP.2   

 
On October 15, 2009, Pacific Power filed a request for the Commission to 

acknowledge its 2009R RFP final shortlist, pursuant to Guideline 13 in Order No. 06-446.3  
On November 16, 2009, Staff filed the Oregon Independent Evaluator’s Final Closing Report 

                                                 
1 Order No. 06-446 addresses competitive bidding requirements for new supply-side resource acquisitions for 
Oregon’s investor-owned electric utilities. 
2 See Order No. 09-272. 
3 Guideline 13 allows a utility to seek acknowledgement of the utility's selection of its final shortlist of RFP 
resources.  See Order No. 06-446 at 14-15. 
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on Pacific Power’s 2009R RFP (Final Report).  Staff reached the following conclusions in a 
November 13, 2009, memorandum: 4   

 
1. Pacific Power conducted its 2009R RFP fairly and properly; 

2. Pacific Power selected the best bids for the final shortlist consistent with the 
cost-risk decision criteria used to develop the renewable resource schedule 
acknowledged in the 2007 IRP and currently filed 2008 IRP; and 

3. Pacific Power’s final shortlist represents the best options from a very 
competitive procurement process, including the evaluation and selection of a 
Company benchmark resource. 

Based on these conclusions, Staff recommended that the Commission acknowledge Pacific 
Power’s final shortlist of bidders. 

 
The Northwest and Intermountain Power Producers Coalition (NIPPC) and the 

Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities (ICNU) both filed written comments addressing 
the shortlist.5  NIPPC did not object to the Commission’s acknowledgement of Pacific 
Power’s 2009R RFP shortlist of bidders, but supported the imposition of a number of 
conditions on the acknowledgement, including some suggested by the OIE in its Final 
Report.  ICNU objected to Commission acknowledgement of the shortlist, but in the 
alternative, asked the Commission to impose certain conditions on any acknowledgement.   

 
At its public meeting on November 24, 2009, the Commission adopted Staff’s 

recommendation and acknowledged Pacific Power’s shortlist.6   
 
 

 

                                                 
4 Staff’s memorandum is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference. 
5 The OIE’s Final Closing Report was designated “highly confidential,” as were NIPPC’s and ICNU’s 
comments, and for that reason they are not discussed in detail. 
6 Conditions proposed by the commenters were deferred for decision to future proceedings in which they may 
appropriately be raised and addressed. 


















