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DISPOSITION: MATCHING GRANT REQUESTS APPROVED

On December 28 and 31, 2007, the Northwest Industrial Gas Users (NWIGU)
filed four Requests for Payment of Preauthorized Matching Grant with the Public Utility
Commission of Oregon (Commission). Section 7.2 of the Intervenor Funding Agreement
(IFA), which the Commission adopted in Order No. 03-388, provides that the Commission
will grant such a request if the intervenor satisfies the requirements under the terms of the
Agreement.

NWIGU asks for a total of $24,919.53 from the Northwest Natural Gas
Company, dba NW Natural (NW Natural) Preauthorized Matching Fund Account. The
request docketed as UM 1095(16) seeks a $5,589.85 grant for 2007; the request docketed as
UM 1095(17) seeks a $8,902.54 grant for 2006; the request docketed as UM 1095(18) seeks
a $6,069.09 grant for 2005; and the request docketed as UM 1095(19) seeks a $4,358.05
grant for 2004. Funds from NW Natural’s Preauthorized Matching Fund Account are
available for use exclusively by NWIGU. Section 7.2 of the IFA, which the Commission
adopted in Order No. 03-388, governs the procedures for payment of Matching Grants. To
be eligible to receive intervenor funding under the IFA, an intervenor must become either
precertified under section 5.2 of the IFA or case certified under section 5.3 of the IFA.
NWIGU was precertified to receive intervenor funding grants in Order No. 04-055.

Under the terms of the IFA, NWIGU must establish that it has "used in-house
resources or outside funding for at least 50% of the Eligible Expenses for an Eligible
Proceeding." IFA at 17. NWIGU provided such documentation in its requests. 

 
Section 7.7 of the IFA provides that the Commission shall make a

determination in each proceeding as to how the participating utilities are to recover the
funding grants from the various customer classes. Pursuant to Section 7.7(b), the
"Preauthorized Matching Grants shall be allocated and charged to industrial customers." IFA
at 20.




