
ORDER NO. 07-147

ENTERED 04/13/07

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

UM 1078(4)

In the Matter of

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY,
dba NW NATURAL

Application for Reauthorization of Deferred
Accounting of Unrecovered Environmental
Costs Associated with Gasco, Wacker,
Portland Gas, Portland Harbor, Eugene Water
and Electric Board and Oregon Steel Mills.

)
)
)
) ORDER
)
)
)
)
)
)

DISPOSITION: APPLICATION APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

On January 26, 2007, Northwest Natural Gas Company (NW Natural), filed
an application with the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (Commission) requesting
reauthorization for deferral of unrecovered environmental costs including investigation,
study, oversight, and likely remediation associated with six project sites. Five of the
initial project sites, designated Gasco, Wacker, Portland Gas, Portland Harbor and
Eugene Water and Electric Board, were originally authorized beginning April 7, 2003, in
Order No. 03-328. The sixth site, designated Oregon Steel Mills, was authorized
beginning March 15, 2005, in Order No. 05-138.

NW Natural seeks deferred accounting treatment for a seventh site,
Central Gas Hold, which was assigned a high priority for further environmental
investigation on September 22, 2006, by the Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality. A description of the filing and its procedural history is contained in the Staff
Report, attached as Appendix A, and incorporated by reference.

At its Public Meeting on April 10, 2007, the Commission adopted Staff’s
Recommendations and approved NW Natural's current requests, with conditions.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1) Northwest Natural Gas Company's request for authorization to defer
costs relating to unrecovered environmental costs associated with
Central Gas Hold, for a 12-month period beginning January 27, 2007,
is approved.










