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DISPOSITION: APPLICATION APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

On September 30, 2004, Wantel, Inc., dba ComspanUSA (Wantel)
filed an application with the Public Utility Commission of Oregon (Commission) requesting
Oregon Universal Service Fund (OUSF) support eligibility in the Roseburg, Sutherlin and
Winston wire centers of Qwest Corporation (Qwest), the incumbent local exchange carrier
(ILEC).

The OUSF program, established under ORS 759.425, is designed to ensure
that basic telephone service is available at a reasonable and affordable rate. In Order
No. 00-312, the Commission adopted policies for the OUSF and established support amounts
to Oregon’s two non-rural ILECs, Qwest and Verizon. The Commission later expanded the
fund to include rural ILECs and established monthly support to these ILECs. See Order
No. 03-595.

In Order No. 00-312, the Commission established procedures for designating
competitive local exchange carrier (CLECs) as eligible to receive OUSF support. Under
these procedures, a CLEC must file a petition with the Commission showing that it qualifies
as an eligible carrier and stating the service areas for which eligibility is requested. The
Commission is to then consider the petition in a public meeting and either grant the petition
or suspend it for investigation.

Wantel is the first CLEC to apply for eligibility to receive OUSF support. It is
a facilities-based carrier that provides local exchange services over its own network facilities,
leased unbundled network element (UNE) loops and UNE-type facilities, and resale of
Qwest’s retail services.

The Commission Staff (Staff) recommended approval of Wantel’s request,
subject to two conditions. The first condition is that sharing of per-line support amounts with
Qwest will be calculated based on current percentages, with no true-ups on past
disbursements if percentages are revised. The second condition is that Wantel abide by all
rules related to OUSF participation, including maintaining its state certification and federal
eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) status. A description of the filing and its














