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Public Utility Commission of Oregon
201 High Street SE, Suite 100
Salem, OK 97301-1166

Attn: JP Batmale
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825 NE Multnomah, Suite 2000
Portland, Oregon 97232

PacifiCorp d/b/a Pacific Power (PacifiCorp or Company) appreciates the opportunity to
provide comments in response to Staff's questions in this proceeding. On May 23, 2016, the
Public Utility Commission of Oregon (Commission) Staff sent questions to stakeholders in this
proceeding seeking input on the appropriateness of commingling funds. The Company provides
the following responses to Staff's specific questions.
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Funds received from participating customers are first used to cover program costs and match
renewable energy purchases to customer block purchases. The remaining funds may be used to
help support qualifying initiatives, as defined in the tariff, which includes helping fund small-
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environmental, ecanomic, and educational benefits to communities within the Company's
service territory. These projects create steel-in-the-ground demonstrations for customers and
have helped make projects possible for organizations that do not have access to federal
incentives, including homeless shelters, food banks, fire stations, community centers, and
schools.

The purpose of the grant/funding component is to provide participating customers the
opportunity to partner with project sponsors and grow the renewable energy market closer to
home. Customers have expressed enthusiasm when they learn of the Blue Sky supported
projects in their communities, and this makes the program even more tangible.

3< How does this purpose differ from that of general ratepayer funded rene~abie programs?

The purpose of the Blue Sky program is to allow customers to voluntarily purchase and
support renewable energy above and beyond what the company includes in its basic generation
mix Customers that chose to participate in a voluntary green power program such as the flue
Sky Program have chosen to pay a premium to support the specific policy objectives of the Blue
Sky program. Funding from Blue Sky customers is intended to provide additional funding for
renewable energy development in their community and in the region.
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soft costs not eligible for Blue Sky funding, such as project management and engineering or
design costs incurred before applying for Blue Sky funding. Leveraged together, these
complementary funding sources can meet the total needs of projects that create educational
~~~,~rtunities aril deliver ~ig~~ificarii auu~d benei~~s iv ~regari communities.

ratepayer funds (into which they also contribute)?

Customers that choose to participate in a voluntary program should not expect that their
voluntary funding is purchasing new renewable resources that are entirely additional. Blue Sky
communications state that one impact of participating in the Blue Sky Block option is the
opportunity to help make new, community-based projects possible. Blue Sky and the ETO work
collaboratively to ensure that the funding partnership is communicated accurately if onsite
signage is created or if these projects receive media coverage.

7. Hove does co ingi~ng of funds impact the administration of individual funds for
specific projects and fog° reporting purposes for each fund?

~Jtilizing rn~ultiple funding sources for funding specific pr~jeets daes not impact tl~e
administration o~individual funds for specific projects. The administration of ETO and flue
Sky complement one another to enable preje~ts to be built and fu:~de~'.
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If you have questions about these comments, please contact Erin Apperson, Manager of
Regulatory Affairs, at (503) 813-6642.

air~~~re1y,

R. Bryce Dailey
Vice President, Regulation


