
 

TEL (503) 241-7242     ●     FAX (503) 241-8160     ●     mail@dvclaw.com 
Suite 400 

333 SW Taylor 
Portland, OR 97204 

January 17, 2012 

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail 

Commissioner Susan Ackerman 
Commissioner Stephen Bloom 
Commissioner John Savage 
Oregon Public Utility Commission 
550 Capital St. NE Suite 215 
Salem, OR  97308-2148 
 

Re:  In the Matter of PacifiCorp’s Revised Integrated Resource Plan Action Plan 
OPUC Docket No. LC 52 
 

Dear Commissioners: 
 
  The Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities (“ICNU”) is providing limited 
comments on the revised integrated resource plan (“IRP”) action plan (“Revised Action Plan”) 
submitted by PacifiCorp, and supported by the Oregon Public Utility Commission (the 
“Commission”) Staff, the Citizens’ Utility Board of Oregon, the Northwest Energy Coalition, the 
Renewable Energy Project, and the Sierra Club.  PacifiCorp filed its Revised Action Plan on 
January 9, 2012, and has requested that other parties in the case provide comments on the 
Revised Action Plan within five business days.  While ICNU has had only a limited opportunity 
to review the numerous revisions, ICNU is not opposed to the Commission acknowledging the 
Revised Action Plan based on the understanding that certain issues regarding PacifiCorp’s need 
for a 2016 resource will be re-evaluated and reviewed in a separate request for proposal (“RFP”) 
proceeding. 

  PacifiCorp’s Revised Action Plan makes significant changes to the Company’s 
original IRP filing.  A number of those major changes address whether PacifiCorp will need a 
new thermal resource on its eastern system in 2016, including PacifiCorp’s conservation efforts 
in its eastern system, and its planning reserve margins.  ICNU’s written comments in this case 
addressed PacifiCorp’s proposal to increase its planning reserve margin to 13% and 
recommended that a 12% planning reserve margin be used instead.  ICNU believes the decision 
in the Revised Action Plan to utilize a 12% planning reserve margin is an improvement.   
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  The Revised Action Plan makes a number of specific changes regarding 
PacifiCorp’s investments in conservation, including implementing new pilot programs, 
conducting demand side management RFPs, and performing new studies.  ICNU supports 
additional and specific steps to improve PacifiCorp’s acquisition of cost effective conservation 
resources, but it is unclear whether or how much of an improvement in conservation will occur 
before a decision needs to made regarding a 2016 thermal resource. 

  The Revised Action Plan also states that PacifiCorp will issue an all-source RFP 
in early 2012 for the potential acquisition of new thermal resources to fill its resource need in 
2016.  The resource need will be based on updated load and resource balance reflecting the 
results of the demand side management RFPs, front office acquisitions, the new reserve margin 
sensitivity analysis, and other relevant information.  ICNU does not believe it would be 
appropriate for PacifiCorp to acquire new thermal resources before first significantly improving 
its acquisition of conservation resources and re-evaluating its resource needs in light of current 
economic conditions, which could potentially displace the need to acquire a higher cost thermal 
resource in 2016.  In other words, PacifiCorp should first be required to demonstrate that it has 
successfully changed its approach to acquiring cost effective conservation resources.  Therefore, 
ICNU is not opposed to the Commission adopting the Revised Action Plan if the parties are 
provided an opportunity in an RFP proceeding to review whether PacifiCorp has taken all 
reasonable efforts, including acquiring cost effective conservation in all areas of its service 
territory, to avoid the need to build more expensive, new resources.   

  ICNU appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Revised Action Plan.  We 
hope these revisions will lead to a slowdown of the high, regular rate increases PacifiCorp’s 
customers have been incurring. 

 

      Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Irion A. Sanger      
Irion A. Sanger 

 

cc: Service List 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have this day served the foregoing Comments on 

behalf of the Industrial Customers of Northwest Utilities upon the parties, on the service list, by 

causing the same to be sent via electronic mail.   

Dated at Portland, Oregon, this 17th day of January, 2012. 

Sincerely yours,  

 

UU/s/ Sarah A. Kohler 

Sarah A. Kohler 

 

(W) PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT 
MARY WIENCKE 

825 NE MULTNOMAH STE 1800 

PORTLAND OR 97232 

mary.wiencke@pacificorp.com 

(W) PACIFICORP ENERGY  

PETE WARNKEN 

825 NE MULTNOMAH - STE 600 

PORTLAND OR 97232 

irp@pacificorp.com 

(W) PACIFICORP 
OREGON DOCKETS 

825 NE MULTNOMAH ST STE 2000 

PORTLAND OR 97232 

oregondockets@pacificorp.com 

 

(W) PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF OREGON 
ERIK COLVILLE (C) 

PO BOX 2148 

SALEM OR 97301 

erik.colville@state.or.us 

(W)  OREGON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
VIJAY SATYAL  (C) 

REBECCA O’NEIL (C) 

625 MARION ST NE 

SALEM OR  97301 

vijay.a.satyal@state.or.us 

rebecca.oneil@state.or.us 

(W) REGULATORY & COGENERATION SERVICES, 

INC. 

DONALD W SCHOENBECK 

900 WASHINGTON ST STE 780 

VANCOUVER WA 98660-3455 

dws@r-c-s-inc.com 

(W)  CITIZENS' UTILITY BOARD OF OREGON         

GORDON FEIGHNER  (C) 

ROBERT JENKS  (C) 

G. CATRIONA MCCRACKEN  (C) 

610 SW BROADWAY, SUITE 308 

PORTLAND OR 97205 

gordon@oregoncub.org        

bob@oregoncub.org        

catriona@oregoncub.org        

 

 

 

(W) PUC STAFF - DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

JASON W JONES  (C) 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

BUSINESS ACTIVITIES SECTION 

1162 COURT ST NE 

SALEM OR 97301-4096 

jason.w.jones@state.or.us 

(W) COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP OF 

OREGON 

JESS KINCAID 

PO BOX 7964 

SALEM OR 97301 

jess@caporegon.org 

(W) ESLER STEPHENS & BUCKLEY 
JOHN S STEPHENS  (C) 

888 SW FIFTH AVE STE 700 

PORTLAND OR 97204-2021 

stephens@eslerstephens.com  

mec@eslerstephens.com 
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(W) DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

JANET L PREWITT  (C) 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION 

1162 COURT ST NE 

SALEM OR 97301-4096 

janet.prewitt@doj.state.or.us 

(W) PORTLAND GENERAL ELECTRIC 

RANDY DAHLGREN - 1WTC0702 

BRIAN KUEHNE - 3WTC BR06 

V. DENISE SAUNDERS - 1WTC1301 

121 SW SALMON ST 

PORTLAND OR  97204 

pge.opuc.filings@pgn.com 

brian.kuehne@pgn.com 

denise.saunders@pgn.com 

(W) NORTHWEST ENERGY COALITION 

WENDY GERLITZ 

1205 SE FLAVEL 

PORTLAND OR 97202 

wendy@nwenergy.org 

 

FRED HEUTTE 

PO BOX 40308 

PORTLAND OR  97240-0308 

fred@nwenergy.com 

(W) RENEWABLE NORTHWEST PROJECT         

MEGAN WALSETH DECKER  (C) 

JIMMY LINDSAY  (C) 

917 SW OAK, STE 303 

PORTLAND OR 97205 

megan@rnp.org 

(W) SIERRA CLUB         

JEFF SPEIR 

85 SECOND ST., 2ND FLR 

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105 

jeff.speir@sierraclub.org 

(W) SIERRA CLUB LAW PROGRAM         

GLORIA D SMITH 

85 SECOND STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105 

gloria.smith@sierraclub.org 

(W) SYNAPSE ENERGY        

 JEREMY FISHER 

485 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., STE 2 

CAMBRIDGE MA 02139 

jfisher@synapse-energy.com 

 

 

 


