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BEFORE THE 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF OREGON 

UM 1818 

COLUMBIA BASIN ELECTRIC  
COOPERATIVE, INC. an Oregon 
cooperative corporation, 
 

Complainant, 
v. 

 
UMATILLA ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE,     
INC., an Oregon cooperative corporation,  
 

Defendant. 
 

Regarding Willow Creek Dairy 

  
 
COLUMBIA BASIN ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE’S STATUS REPORT 
 

 Pursuant to the Commission’s memorandum, dated January 15, 2019, (“Memorandum”) 1 

Columbia Basin Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“CBEC”) files this status report in this proceeding. 2 

The Memorandum notes potentially changing circumstances underlying the basis of CBEC’s 3 

complaint and invites CBEC to file a status report.    4 

The Memorandum provides that CBEC has several options including: (i) to withdraw or 5 

dismiss its complaint due to a lack of an existing justiciable controversy for the Commission to 6 

resolve; (ii) to request to supplement the record to incorporate new facts; and (iii) to hold this 7 

matter in abeyance until such time as events fully unfold regarding the near-term status of the 8 

property in question, and the operations of the current or future property holders are known.  The 9 

Commission also instructed CBEC to confer with Umatilla Electric Cooperative (“UEC”) prior 10 

to the filing.  11 

 This status report is, in large part, based on information that CBEC has obtained from 12 

pleadings filed in the bankruptcy proceedings of Gregory John te Velde, in the United States 13 

Bankruptcy Court Eastern District of California Fresno Division, Case No. 18-11651.  te Velde 14 
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is the owner of the Willow Creek Dairy. CBEC’s complaint in this proceeding objects to UEC’s 1 

utility service to the Willow Creek Dairy.  UEC is the only named defendant in this proceeding. 2 

 Pursuant to the options set forth in the Memorandum, CBEC would like to supplement 3 

the record in this proceeding to incorporate relevant facts that have occurred after the conclusion 4 

of the briefing that occurred on December 22, 2017.  For the reasons addressed below, CBEC 5 

would like additional time to collect and review information regarding the bankruptcy of te 6 

Velde and the prospective operation and ownership of the Willow Creek Dairy.    7 

CBEC believes it would be in the best interest of the parties and the Commission to have 8 

current, relevant facts before the Commission makes any determination regarding the issues in 9 

this proceeding.   te Velde filed for bankruptcy in the latter part of 2018, after the parties in this 10 

proceeding completed and filed their briefing in this proceeding.  The Willow Creek Dairy is part 11 

of te Velde’s assets that are involved in the bankruptcy. 12 

Recent pleadings from the te Velde bankruptcy proceedings indicate that the bankruptcy 13 

trustee filed a Sale Motion for approval of the sale of assets. The Sale Motion was set for hearing 14 

on or around February 6, 2019, along with an auction of certain assets, including the Willow 15 

Creek Dairy assets.  Furthermore, the closing of the sale of the Assets to the auction winner shall 16 

occur no later than March 31, 2019.  See attached “Order Approving Motion For Order 17 

Approving Bidding and Sale Procedures.” 1   In short, the final disposition of the Willow Creek 18 

Dairy assets, its operations and ownership may not occur until sometime in March 2019.  The 19 

terms of the sale and future ownership of Willow Creek Dairy may have some bearing on 20 

CBEC’s claims against UEC and on the issue of whether UEC is providing utility service in 21 

CBEC exclusive service territory. 22 

                                                 
1 See Attachment A. 
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Given the current uncertainty regarding the status of the Willow Creek Dairy, its future 1 

ownership and operations, CBEC requests additional time to supplement the record in UM 1818 2 

with current, relevant facts.  CBEC requests an additional period, until March 18, 2019, to 3 

supplement the record if the sale of Willow Creek Dairy assets closes by March 10, 2019.   4 

CBEC’s attorneys did contact UEC’s attorneys regarding the proposed schedule to 5 

supplement the record.  UEC objects to any additional process at this point and UEC indicated it 6 

will respond formally to any procedural motion and/or request CBEC files.     7 

DATED this 15th day of February 2019. 

       Respectfully submitted 

       By /s/ Raymond S. Kindley  
       RAYMOND S. KINDLEY, OSB 964910 

KINDLEY LAW, PC 
Email: kindleylaw@comcast.net  

 Tel: (503) 206-1010 
Of Attorneys for Columbia Basin Electric 

 Cooperative, Inc. 
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