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RE: AR 594
Commissioners,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to AR 594. I’'m writing on behalf of the City of Portland
with a few recommendations.

Application Requirements

1. Local Government Notification. We believe the applicant should notify the local government at
the same time that it submits an application. One of the critiques of local government during .
the temporary rule process was the lack of time to review and respond to applications.

2. The following information should be included in the “brief description of the project, and how it
may affect the city or county”:

e Price: Portland, Multnomah County Libraries and many community-based
partners have been working on a Digital Equity Action Plan since the fall of 2015.
Through focus groups and extensive community engagement we know that cost

" is the number one barrier for broadband adoption. A recently completed study,
Digital Inclusion and Meaningful Broadband Adoption Initiatives
{(https://www.benton.org/inclusion-adoption-report), confirms local findings
that cost is the major barrier to broadband adoption. Thus the price of the
service should be taken into consideration when determining a qualified
project. ‘ ‘

e Minimum speeds should be required. SB 611 provides the capacity should be at
“a capacity of at least one gigabit per second symmetrical service, to a majority
of the residential customers of the company’s broadband services.”

e Timeframe for construction. This is important so that local government staffing
is available for requisite permitting and complaints.

~ Phone 503-823-5385 = Fax 503-823-5370 = TTY 503-823-6868 = www.portlandoregon.gov/OCT

An Equal Opportunity Employer
To help ensure access to program, services and activities,
the Office of Management & Finance will reasonably modify policies/procedures and provide auxiliary
aids/services to persons with disabilities upon request.




e General overview of network architecture. This will allow local government
officials to have a general understanding of the impact in neighborhoods.

Finally as we have said in our previous comments significant new capital investment should be an
absolute prerequisite for every qualified project determination. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide input. We'd be happy to answer any further questions you may have.

Office for Community Techpology




