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Q. What is the history and current status of The Postal Reform Act of 1 

2014? 2 

A. This bill was introduced in Senate and referred to the Committee on Homeland 3 

Security and Governmental Affairs on August 1st, 2013.  The bill drew 4 

opposition from many parties, including the Direct Marketing Association, 5 

American Postal Workers Union and The National Association of Letter 6 

Carriers.  The Committee approved an amended version of the bill on February 7 

6, 2014.  Postal unions and commercial mailers maintain opposition to the bill. 8 

Q. Should expectations regarding 2015 postage rates be based on current 9 

law or proposed legislation? 10 

A. Postage rates should be based on current law.  There are 8,553 bills and 11 

resolutions before the US congress and approximately 5% of these bills are 12 

expected to be made law.20  Given the current opposition to this bill, the low 13 

probability that this bill will be made law, and the fact that relevant portions of 14 

the bill are subject to further changes, basing postage rates on the proposed 15 

bill is highly speculative. 16 

Q. If this legislation becomes law prior to the resolution of the current 17 

rate case, what is Staff’s proposed mailing expense adjustment? 18 

A. If the legislation becomes law as written Staff expects the Postal Service to 19 

maintain the 2014 exigent rate increase and apply a 2015 rate increase of 20 

21.7%.  This results in mailing expense of $3,639,5913,604,826.  If the bill is 21 

                                            
20 Source: www.govetrack.us/congress/bills accessed May 31, 2014. 
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altered prior to passage Staff recommends revising these calculations. 22 

                                            
20 Source: www.govetrack.us/congress/bills accessed May 31, 2014. 
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