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BY EMAIL (to puc.commission@state.or.us)

Chair Susan Ackerman
Commissioner John Savage
Commissioner Stephen Bloom
Public Utility Commission of Oregon
3930 Fairview Industrial Dr SE
Salem, Oregon 97302-1166

Re:  Oregon Public Utility Commission
April 29, 2014 Open Meeting Agenda Item No. 2
Advice No. 14-007 / Revising Pacific Power Schedule 37
Renewable Northwest’s Support for Suspension and Investigation

Dear Commissioners,

Renewable Northwest supports staff’s recommendation that the Commission
suspend Pacific Power’s Advice No. 14-007, filed in compliance with Order 14-058.
The filing is voluminous and implements, for the first time, several material changes
made by the Commission’s order in UM 1610 to policies governing avoided cost
rates.

In particular, we recommend that the Commission take time to investigate
issues associated with the methodology for adjusting rates to reflect differential
resource capacity contributions. This investigation should not undermine the
Commission’s core conclusion that avoided costs rates should be adjusted to reflect
resource-specific capacity contributions. Rather, an investigation is needed to clarify
how this adjustment can be accomplished most accurately. Combining compensation
for capacity through a per kilowatt hour energy payment raises issues that require
clarification, as further described in the April 24, 2014, filings by Obsidian
Renewables LLC, Community Renewable Energy Association, and OneEnergy, Inc.
Renewable Northwest recommends that the Commission hold a workshop on this
issue during the investigation period.

In considering this and other issues, Renewable Northwest recommends that
the Commission consider and clarify the relationship between avoided cost
proceedings and utility integrated resource plans. In recent IRPs, the Commission
appears disinclined to resolve disagreements over methodological issues that do not
materially affect portfolio selection. However, where resolution of such issues would
materially affect avoided cost rates, some forum for decision must be provided.

Renewable Northwest appreciates consideration of these comments, and
encourages the Commission to suspend Pacific Power’s Advice No. 14-007 and
investigate the issues highlighted above, among others.
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Sincerely,

Michael O’Brien
Policy Associate
Renewable Northwest

cc: PUC Filing Center (puc.filingcenter@state.or.us)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I served a letter dated April 24, 2014, from Renewable Northwest to the
Public Utility Commission of Oregon upon the following parties on the UM 1610 service list, via
electronic mail, on April 24, 2014:
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LLOYD LLP
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ROBERT JENKS (C) 610 SW BROADWAY, STE 400
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bob@oregoncub.org
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PORTLAND OR 97205
catriona@oregoncub.org

w CITY OF PORTLAND - PLANNING &
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DAVID TOOZE 1900 SW 4TH STE 7100
PORTLAND OR 97201
david.tooze@portlandoregon.gov

w CLEANTECH LAW PARTNERS PC

DIANE HENKELS (C) 6228 SW HOOD
PORTLAND OR 97239
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dhenkels@cleantechlawpartners.com
w DAVISON VAN CLEVE
IRION A SANGER (C) 333 SW TAYLOR - STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97204
ias@dvclaw.com
w DAVISON VAN CLEVE PC
MELINDA J DAVISON (C) 333 SW TAYLOR - STE 400
PORTLAND OR 97204
mjd@dvclaw.com
S BRADLEY VAN CLEVE (C) 333 SW TAYLOR - STE 400
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john.volkman@energytrust.org
w ESLER STEPHENS & BUCKLEY
JOHN W STEPHENS (C) 888 SW FIFTH AVE STE 700
PORTLAND OR 97204-2021
stephens@eslerstephens.com; mec@eslerstephens.com
w EXELON BUSINESS SERVICES COMPANY, LLC
PAUL D ACKERMAN 100 CONSTELLATION WAY STE 500C
BALTIMORE MD 21202
paul.ackerman@constellation.com
w EXELON WIND LLC
JOHN HARVEY (C) 4601 WESTOWN PARKWAY, STE 300
WEST DES MOINES IA 50266
john.harvey@exeloncorp.com
w IDAHO POWER COMPANY
JULIA HILTON (C) PO BOX 70
BOISE ID 83707-0070
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BOISE ID 83707-0070
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PORTLAND OR 97232-2150
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w MCDOWELL RACKNER & GIBSON PC
LISA F RACKNER (C) 419 SW 11TH AVE., SUITE 400
PORTLAND OR 97205
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LLC
DAREN ANDERSON 1800 NE 8TH ST., STE 320
BELLEVUE WA 98004-1600
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DAVID BROWN 5 CENTERPOINT DR, STE 590

LAKE OSWEGO OR 97035
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UM 1610
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