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BEFORE THE ARIZONA CORPORATION CUivumioorust

CONMSSIONERS Aizona zcﬂmgmﬁgn GummESSiﬁn

KRISTIN K. MAYES, Chairman DOCKETED RECEIVED

PAUL NEWMAN FEB 9 3 2010 . MAY 19 2010

SANDRA D. KENNEDY : :
BOB STUMP ‘ Public Willity Commission of Qrggun
) Administrative Hearngs D_Ivman )

IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT APPLICATION DOCKET NO. T-01846B-09-0274
OF VERIZON CALIFORNIA, INC., VERIZON DOCKET NO. T-03289A-09-0274

' LONG DISTANCE, LLC, VERIZON . DOCKET NO. T-03198A-09-0274
ENTERPRISES SOLUTIONS, LLC, FRONTIER DOCKET NO. T-20679A-09-0274
COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION, NEW DOCKET NO. T-20630A-09-0274
COMMUNICATIONS OF THE SOUTHWEST, DOCKET NO. T-20681A-09-0274
INC., AN}I}) NEW %M%%ICATIOTXSP ONéIIﬂAE : _
AND LONG DISTANCE, INC., FOR APPROVAL . .

OF THE TRANSFER OF VERIZON’S LOCAL Decision No. 71486 -
EXCHANGE AND LONG DISTANCE BUSINESS. | - OPINION AND ORDER

{1 GARY PIERCE

DATE OF HEARING: S October 22, 2009 (Public Comment), October 26, 2009
. _ (Evidentiary Hearing). ' o

PLACE OF HEARING: Phoenix, Arizona
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE: - Belinda A. Martin

APPEARANCES: - Mr. Kevin Saville, Associate General Counsel (admitted
: Pro Hac Vice), and Mr. Jeffrey Crockett, SNELL &
WILMER, LLP, on behalf of Applicants Frontier
: Communications Solutions, New Communications of
the Southwest, Inc., and New Communications Online

/ and Long Distance, Inc.; ' ‘

" Mr. Michael T. Hallam, LEWIS AND ROCA, LLP, on
behalf of Applicants Verizon California, Inc., Verizon
Long Distance, L.LC, and Verizon Enterprises Solutions,
LLC; and . : :
Mr. Wesley C. Van Cleve, Staff Attorney, Legal

Division, on behalf of the Utilities Division of th

Arizona Corporation Commission. :

BY THE COMMISSION:

Having considered the entire record herein and being fully advised.in the premises, the

Arizona Corporation Commission (“Commission””) finds, concludes, and orders that:
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. On May 29, ')009 Verizon California, Inc., Verizon Long Distance, LLC, Verizon
Enterprises’ Solutio‘ns LLC, Frontier Communications Corporation, New Communications of 1he

Southwest, Tnc., ‘and New Communications Online and Long Distance, Inc. (collectively, the

“‘Apphcants”) ﬁled with the Comunission a jomt apphcatmn for approval of the transfer of Verizon

Comumunications, Inc.’s local exchange carrier services, prowded in Arizona by Verizon California,
Tnc., and its resold long distance services provided by Verizon Long Distance, LLC, and Verizon
Enterprises Solutions, LLC, to companies to be owned and controlled by Frontier Communications

Corporation (* ‘Apphcatwn”)

2. On June 23, 2009, the Applicants ﬁled a Request for Expedxted Procedural
Conference, | _ ' '

3, On June 26, 2009, a Proce:dural Otder was issued setting a Procedural. Conference in
this matter for June 30, 2009, |

4. On June 30, 2009, a Procedural Conference was held, duting which the Applicants and
the Cornmission’s Utilitiés Division Staff (“Staff”), stated they would file a joint propﬁsed procedural
schedule for this matter.

5. On Jaly 2, 2009, the Apphcants and Staff filed a Joint Scheduling Propesal, setting
forth a recommended timeline for the ma_tter.

6. ~ On July 15, 2009, a Procedural Order was issued setting a hearing for October 22,
2009, and estabhshmg certain procedural deadlines. |

7. On Muly 15, 2009, the Apphcants filed the Direct Testimony of Damcl McCarthy the
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer for Frontier Communications Corporatmn,,and _
Timothy McCallion, President of the West Region for Verizon Comniunications, Inc. |

| g, On August 25, 2009, the Applicanté filed their Request for a Protective Order.

9. On August 28, 2009, a Procedural Order was issned grmﬁng the Applicants” Request
for a Protective Order. |

10.  On September 10, 2009, the Applicants filed an Affidavit of Publication and

Certification of Mailing Notice of Hearing, aveﬁing that notice of the application and hearing was

2 DECISION NO. 71486
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published on August 5, 2009, in the Parker Pioneer, and that notice was mailed to ‘Verizon
California, Inc.’s, Verizon Long Distance, LLC’s, and Verizon Enterprises Solutions, LLC’s
customers in the affected service areas on August 27, 2009.

11.. In response to the notice, two customer comments were filed. One customer v;ras in
favor of the requested transfér. The second comment was filed by Granite Telecommunications,
LLC, a non-facilities—bésed competitiﬁc telecommunications provider, exPressing”chcem about the |
transfer and possible quality of service issues.

12.  On September 15, 2009, Staff filed a Request for Extension of Time to File its Direct
'lcstzmony until September 21, 2009. -

13. . On September 15, 2009, a Procedural Order was issued grantmg Staff’s extension
request.

14.  On September 21, 2009, Staff filed the Direct Testimony of Arnmando Fimbrés, and

|| filed a correction page to the Direct Tcstimony on September 22, 2009,

15. On September 24, 2009, the Applicants filed a Request for Extensmn of Time to File

| Rebuttal Testimony until October 5, 2009.

16. On September 25, 2009, a Procedural Order was issued granting the. Apphcants
extension request

17. On October 5, 2009, the Apphcants filed the Rebuttal Testlmony of Mr McCallion |

| and Mr, McCathy

18.  On October 9, 2009, a Procedural Order was issued rescheduling the hearing from |
October 22, 2009, to October 26, 2009, due to a scheduling conflict.

19.  On October 19, 2009, Staff filed the Surrebuttal Testimony of Mr. Fimbres.

20.  On October 22, 2009, the Applicants filed their Motion to Permit Kevin Saville fo
Appear Pro Hac Vice in this matter. | '

21.  On October 22, 2009, public comment was taken in this matter. No members of the
public appeared to provide comnment. _ '

22.  On QOctober 23, 2009, a Procedural Order Wé.s issued granting the Pro Hac Vice

admission of Kevin Saville.

3 " DECISION NO. 71486
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23.  The hearing was held on QOctober 26, 2009, as scheduled, At the hearing, both the
Applicants and Staff were represented by counsel. At the conclusioﬁ of the hearing, the record was
held open pending the filing of late-filed exhibits by the parties. |

24, On November 6, 2009, the Applicants filed certain late-filed éxhibits containing
various requested transaction documents and information.

25, On November 9, 2009, Staff filed the updéted Surrebuttal Testimony of Mr, Fimbres,

26.  On December 2, 2009, the Applicants filed supplemental information regarding the
status of the transaction in other states. |

THE PARTIES

27.  The following entities are involved in the transaction underlying the Application.

Verizon California, Ine. (“VCA™

28,  VCA iz an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Venzon Communications, Inc.
{("Verizon”). VCA holds a Certifieate of Convenience and Necessity (“CC&N") to. provide local
exchange services in ;&rizona. According to the Application, VCA provides service to six exchanges
in Arizona located in La Paz County, including Cibola, Ehrenberg, Bouse, Patker, Parker Dam, and
Poston. VCA states that as an incumbent local exchange carrier (“ILEC”) it has approximately 6,000

access lines in Arizona,

Verizon Long Dlsitance= LLC (“VLB")
29, Accordmg to the Applxcatmn VLD holds a CC&N to provide competitive

interLATA/intraLATA resold telecommumcanons in Arizona (except local exchange services)
pursuant to Decisioﬁ No. 61845 (July. 21, 1999). VLD is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of
‘»ﬁc-,_rizon.1 | | | |
Yerizon Enferprises Solutions, LLC {“VES”)

30.  The Application states that VES was granted a CC&N by the Commission in Decision
No 61603 (April 1, 1999) to provide compeutwe interL ATA/intralATA resold telecommumcatlons

' VLD, as a d/b/a of Bell Atlantic Communications, Inc., currently has an application pending before the Commission to
discontinue the provision of long distance service in Arizona, Docket No, T-03289A-08-0593. VLD will not terminate
service to ifs custemers affected by the transfer until after the transaction has occurred. (Direct Testimony of Timothy
MeCallion, page 7.)

4 DECISION NO. 71486
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services in Arizona (cxcept local exchange services). VES isan indirect, wholly-ox}\rned subsidiary of -

Verizon.2

Frontier Co%tmﬁaﬁons Coyperation { “Fro-ntier”f

31.  Frontier is a publicly-traded Delaware cor_poration.-" Frontier owns and controls
incumbent- local exchange operations in 24 states.® Frontier does not conduct business directly in
Arizona, but rather it owns and controls three [LECs: Citizens Utilities Rural Company, Inc., d/b/a
Frontier Citizens Utilities Rural, Citizens Telecommunications Company of the White Mountains,
Inc., d/b/a Frontier Communications of the White Moﬁntains, and Navajo Communications '

Company, Inc. These three ILECs provide service to approxiﬁ:ately 145,000 access lines in Arizona.

t Additionally, a subsidiary of Frontier, Frontier of Americé, Inc., is a reseller of interexchange service

| in Arizona.

New Communications of the Southwest, Inc. (“NewILEC?)’

32. NewlILEC is a Délaware corporation authorized on October 28, 2009, to do business in
Arizona as a foreign corporation, and formed for the purposes of assuming VCA’s ILEC services and

service areas upon completion of the transaction.

33, NewlLD is a Delaware corporation authorized on October 28, 2009, to do business in
Arizona as a forei'gn corporation, and formed for the purposes of assuming VLD's and VES’ resold

telecommunications services and service areas upon completion of the transaction.

* VES, as a d/b/a of NYNEX Long Distance Company, ‘currently has an application pending before the Commission to
discontinue the provision of long distance service in Arizona, Docket No. T-03198A-08-0594. VES will not terminate
servie to its customers affected by the transfer until after the transaction has occurred (Direct Testimony of Timothy
McCallion, page 7.) .

3 Page 1, Footnote 1, of the Application states as follows:

Frontier Communications Corporation is not a public service corporation as defined in Article 15, Section 2 of
the Arizona Constitution, and therefore, is not subject to the jurisdiction of the [Commission]. Frontier is a
party to this application for the limited purpose of obtaining a waiver or approval of the fransactions described
herein, if required, under the Commission’s Affiliated Interests Rule, A.A.C. R14-2-801 ez seq.

* Alabama, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Tilinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Teonessee, Utah, West Virginia, and
Wisconsin. :

3 The Applicants state in the Application that, upon completion of the transaction, Frontier may elect to change the names
of the NewILEC and NewLD. If so, Frontier, NewILEC and NewLD shall ensure that all necessary filings are made to
fawfully accomplish the changes. (Application, page 8.) '

5 DECISION NO.___71486
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New Communications Heldings, Inc. {(“NCH™), and New Commﬁnications ILEC Holdings, Inc.

. [“NCIH”]

34.  The Applicants state that, although NCH and NCIH are not parties to the Applicaﬁon,
they were formed for the purposes of facilitating the series of internal reorg;anizations contemplated
by the terms of the transaction. | '

35.  NCH has been established as a holding company for the local exchange, long distance.
and related businesses in Arizonﬁ and the other affected states that are being transferred to Frontier.
After the transactlon, NCH will merge into Frontier, with Frontier as the surviving entity.

36. NCH has two subs1d1aues One is NCIH, which will own the stock of NewILEC and
the other operating ILECs in the affected states. The other subsidiary is NewLD, which will hold the

| accounts receivables, liabilities, and customer refationships related to long distance op.erations in the

affected service areas. _
~.37. ...An organization chart provided by the Applicants.of the Verizon entities pre- and post-
transaction, and of the Froutier entities pre- and post-transaction, is attached at Exhibit A.

OVERVIEW OF APPLICATION

38.  In early 2009, Frontier approached Verizon and expressed an interest in acquiring
certain of Verizon’s access lines.® According to Frontier, it views “the proposed transaction with
Verizon as an opportunity to build on its successful experience in providing communication services

»7

to & myriad of types of communities.” Frontier believes that acquiring the subject Verizon

exchanges and certain long distance customers will jncrease Frontier'’s customer base and its

| revenues, improve its balance sheet, and free up additional cash.® Verizon believes consummation of

the transaction will allow it fo focus on its JLEC, gidba]. IP, and wireless operations in its remaining
states, the majority of which exist in mgh—densrﬁy urban and suburban sérvice areas.’
39, VCA seeks Commtss:on approval for the transfer of certain of its local exchange and

long distance business to companies to be owned and controlled by Frontier and for such other

¢ Direct Testimony of Timatty McCatllion, page 4.
7 Direct Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, page 9.
' 1d
¥ Direct Testimony of Timothy McCallion, pages 4-5.

6 - DECISION NO. 71486
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approvals necessary for the completion of the fransaction, such as approval under the Affiliated
Interest Rules, Arizona Administrative Code (“A.A.C.") R14-2-801, ef seg. Additionally, thé

Applicants seek a waiver of the Commission’s Slamming Rules, A.A.C. R14-2-1501, et seq. to atlow

| for the transfer of certain long distance customers.

40.  As stated by the Applicants:

[T]he essence of the transaction as it relates to Arizona is that [VCA’s] incumbent
local exchange carrier...operations will be transferred in their entirety 1o
NewILEC, which will be ultimately controlled by Frontier. Likewise, certain
long distance customers of VLD and VES in Arizona will be transferred to New
1D, which also will be ultimately confrolled by Frontier. Upon closing, Frontier
will own and control and its board of directors and management will manage both-
the Verizon assets transferred as part of this transaction as well as its current
operations in Arizona. Upon completion of the transfer, NewlLEC and NewLD
will have the same tariffs and will offer substantially the same regulated retail and
wholesale services under the same rates, terms, and conditions that exist today. 10

41. . The Applicants request that the Commission grant the following relief:

a) Because at the completion of the transaction VCA no longer will conduct
business in Arizona, VCA desires the transfer of its CC&N to New ILEC, or in
the alternative, the issuance of a new CC&N to NewILEC pursuant to A.R.S. §
40-281 ef seq. Additionally, VCA requests that the Commission transfer its
separate payphone CC&N to NewlLEC, or alternatively, issue a néw CC&N to
NewILEC pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-281, ef seq.

b)  NewLD requests a CC&N to provide competitive interLATA/intra/LATA
resold telecommunications (except local exchange services).

¢) - The Applicants request a waiver of A.A.C. R14-2-1901, ef seq.,
(“Slamming Rules™). :

d) - NewiLRC fequests that the Commission allow it to adopt the existing
tariffs of VCA, and NewLD requests that the Commission allow it to adopt the
existing tariffs of VLD and VES. ! ' T

e) NewILEC requests that it be designated as an Eligible
Telecommunications  Carrier  (“ETC”)  under Section 214 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1934, as amended. :

) The Applicants request that, if the Affiliated Interest Rules are implicated
in the transaction, the Commission grant all necéssary approvals or waivers under
these rules. . '

g) The Applicants “further request that the Commission approve the transfer
of assets under this transaction pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-285 and take such other
measures and provide any additional approvals as the Commission may deem

1 Application, page 2.

7 DECISIONNO. 71486
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necessary to allow the parties to complete the fransaction deseribed in this Joint
Application ! '

THE TRANSACTION

Mechanics of the Transaction

42.  On May 29, 2009, Verizon, Frontier and NCH entered into an Agreement and Plan of |
Merger (“Merger Agreement™ and a Distribution Agreement. Under the ferms of the Merger
Agreement, Fréntier will issue its stock in exchange for NCH stock held by Verizon shareholders and
acquire control of appfoximateljr 4.8 million access lines, and other related assets, currently owned by
Verizon subsidiaries in thirteen states.”? '

43, According to the Applicants, the transaction will occur through a seriés of inira-
corporate stock transfers. The stock of the affected Verizon ILECs, including NeﬁILEC, will be
transferred to NCIH. VLD and VES will transfer their accounts receivables and customer
relationships related to their long distance op'eratiéns in Arizona and the other affected states to
NewlLD. 7

44, l Verizon will then “Spin—o‘ff” NCH’s. stoek and be distributed to Verizon shareholders
and will become a separate corporation from Verizon. Immediately upon the spin-off, NCH will be
merged into Frontier, with Frontier as the surviving holding company. It will operate under its
existing name and corporate structure, but will also own all of the stock of NCH’s two subsidiaries,
NCIH and NewLD.

45.  Upon comp_létion of the merger, NCH will cease to exist, leaving NCIH énd NewLD

as direct subsidiaries of F rohtier, and NewILEC as an indirect subsidiary of Frontier through NCIH.

Technical Capabilities

46.  Originally incorporated.in 1935, Frontier curfén_t]y offers telephone, television, and
internet services, as well as bundled packages, wireless internet data access, data security solutions,
and specialized bundles for businesses, Frontier serves mainly small-to-medivm sized rural

communities.”

I Application, page 16. _ _

12 Avizona, Kdaho, Hlinois, Indiana, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, Washington, West 7
Virginia, Wisconsin, in addition to a small number of access lines in California near the Arizona, Nevada, and Oregon
borders. !

”® Direct Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, pages 3-4.

8 ' DECISION NO. 71486
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47. In its Application, Frontier notes that in the areas it serves, it is typically the
incumbent carrier and cartier of last resort (*COLR™). Frontier's ILEC subsidiaries serve |
approximately .2.8 million voice and broadband c0nnections; including 2.25 million telephone access
lines. As of December 31, 2008, Ffontier had 145,241 access lines in Arizona.!* Frountier’s key
management personnel each have extensive experience in the telecommunications industry.”> After
completion of the transaction, the current Frontier management team will manage and conirol the
day-to-day operations of Frontier and its subsidiaries.'® |

‘48.  Inhis Direct Testimony, Mr Fimbres stated that Staff does not have concerns with the
scope of the proposed transfer, or the ability of Frontier to assimilate the approximate 6,000 access
lines currently served by VCA in Arizona. Staff points out that Frontier has extensive experience in
local exchange operations, with its main focus being on sinaller and MHJ communities.!”

49.  Frontier asserts .that it 'Bas ‘successfully acquired, operated and invested in its

te_iecommunications properties on a national level, According to Mr. McCérthy:

[I]n 2000, Frontier acquired over 300,000 access lines in Minnesota, IHinois and
Nebraska. In June 2001, Frontier purchased all of Global Crossing’s local
exchange carriers, which served approximately 1.1 million telephone access lines
in [thirteen states]. More recently, Frontier acquired and successfully integrated
Commonwealth TFelephone - Company in Pennsylvania and Global Valley
Networks in California. The Commonwealth Telephone Company acquisition,
which included over 320,000 ILEC lines and over 100,000 CLEC lines, was
completed in March 2007. The Global Valley Networks Acquisition was
- completed in October 2007 and included over 12,000 access lines.

50. - In his Direct Testimony, Mr. Fimbres notes that “Staif is aware of two major cases
brought before the Commission involving Frontier or companies now owned by Frontier that Weré
approved by the Commission but never consummated by Frontier.”* One matter concemed the local
exchange areas involved in the instant fnatten‘ from GTE California, now VCA, to Citiz_ens Utilities -

Rural, now Frontier Citizens Utilities Rural®® The other matter invelved a transfer of a number of

1 14, pages 4-5.

¥ Jd, pages 29-30,

8 Id., page 10.

7 Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 10.

1 Direct Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, page 24.

1% Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, pages 18-19.
® Decision No. 62648 (June 6, 2000), Joint Application of Citizens Utilities Rural Company, Inc., d/b/a Citizens |
Communications Company of Arizona and GTE California Incorporated for Approval of the Sale of Assets and Transfer

9 DECISION NO. 71486
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[U.8. West Communications‘, now Qwest Corpofation, rural assets to Citizens Utilities Rural.?!

{ Neither transaction was successfully completed

51, In response to inquiries from Staff as to why these two transactions failed to close,
Frontier stated that for both transactions, each was part of a larger multi-state transactmn, where it
closed in several states, but failed to close rin all involved states. > During his testimony at 1hearing,
Mr. McCarthy stated that for the first -referenﬁcd transaction, “there were issues around the
complexity of all the states® approvals that caused the deal not to be consummated.”? Regarding the
second matter, Mr. McCarthy testified that further due diligence by Frontier uncovered issues
regarding a single property and “found fhat the transaction was not necessarily what was reﬁresented
| w2t ' -

52.  As far as its ability to close the instant transaction, Frontier asserted fo Staff that its
history of successful acquisitions demonstrates that it bas the capability to follow through with this
matter. Mr. MecCarthy stated that Frontier and Verizon should have the necessary approvals from
Nevada and California, which, coupled with the approval from th_e Commission, will allow this
transaction to move forward successfully in Anzona

53, Upon review of the information submitted to Staff by the Appllcants Staff stated it
“has no reason to believe at this time that the proposed transfer, once approved by the Commission,
would not close or be consummated.”* |
54,  The Applicants assert that the physwal switch-over of the system from VCA to

NewILEC will be seamless and they do not expect any issues to arise durmg the process. According

to Mr. McCallion:

of the Certificates of Convenience and Nscessity of GTE California Incorporated to Citizens Utlhtles Rural Company,
Inc.

2 Decision No. 63268 (December 15, 2000), Application of U.S. West Communications, Inc., and Citizens Utilities Rural
Company, Inc., d/b/a Citizens Communications Company of Arizana for Approval of the Transfer of Assets in Certain
Telephone Wire Centers to Citizens Rural and the Deletions of Those Wire Centers from U.S. West's Service Territory.

? Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, pages 19-20, Frontier’s response to Staff Data Request 1.46 and 1.47.

% Transcript from October 26, 2009, Evidentiary Hearing, at 75.

Ty, at 74,

% Tr, at 75. We note that on December 2, 2009, the Applicants filed coples of Decision 09-10-056 from the Public

‘ Ut:htles Commission of the State of Cahfonua issued November 4, 2009, and the Order in Docket No. 0906005 from

the Public Utilities Cormmission of Nevada, dated November 16, 2009, gra.nnng the application of Verizon and Fromtier.
Nothing in these decisions is in conflict with the findings in this Deasmn
% Direct Testlmony of Armando Fimbres, page 20.

10 DECISIONNO. 71486
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Verizon and Frontier will work together to effectuate the smooth transition of all
aspects of the transaction, including billing, customer account systems, and plant
record systems. Importantly ... after the transaction, Frontier will use the same
operational support systems used by Verizon prior to closing fo serve its.
customers in Arizona. No system development is required in Atizona.”’

55.  In order to effectuate a smooth transfer, Verizon will replicate the systems currently
used by Verizon 1o serve its Arizona customers that are being transferred to Frontier. Verizon will
coordinate with Frontier as Verizon conducts this replication process. Additionally, Verizon must
keep Frontier updated, “engage in ongoing discussions regarding the process, and grant Frontier
operating systemns have been replicated properly in advance of closing.”

56,  Finally, Mr. McCallion tés’tiﬁcd that, in order to ensure a smooth transition, under the
teﬁns of alSOﬁware Licensing Agreement, Verizon will continue to provide Frontier with system
suppbxt for up to ﬁve.years after completion of the transition.??

57.  In his Direct Testimony, Mr. McCallion related to Staff that during two other Verizon
transactions the acquiring companies had post-transition operational problems associated with the use
of newly developed systems and the associated cutover of oizerations from Verizon to the acquiring
ctrr)mpaw.:m One was. related to Verizon’s sale of control of iis Hawail operations to. The Carlyle
Group in 2005, and the other related to the “spin/merger” of its New England operations to F. airPoint
Cormmunications, Inc., in 20()8.“ _

58,  According to Mr, McCallion, these two transactions are fundamentally different from
the instant matter. “Each of those trénsaptions involved the creation of entirely new operational and
back-office systems, a lengthy post-closing ‘transition” period in which Verizon continued 1o use its
owil systems to operate much of the buyer’s business while the new systems were developed, and

3332

finally a complex cutover.”™ None of the issues in the cutover process that can arise in a newly

#" Direct Testimony of Timothy McCallion, page 10.

= Id, pages 10-11.

" Tr,. at 22-24. -

3 Direct Testimony of Timothy McCallion, page 13. These two problematical ransitions were raised in the comment the
Commission received from Granite Telecommunications, LLC, as a concern for the switch-over from Verizon to Frontier.
! 14, page 13. - ' '

2 rd, pages 13-14, Mr. McCallion distinguished between a switch-over, which s occurring in this matter, and a cutover,
which occurred in fhe transhiions where problems arose. Reparding a cutover, he stated, “[I]a situations where the
wireline assets to be transferred are operated with systems that remain with the transferor, it is often necessary to develop

11 'DECISIONNO. ___ 71486
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developed system is present in this matter because Frontier will be using operational and back-office
systems ﬁ:illjr&eplit_:ated' from Verizon’s burrent systems and fully _t_ested before SWit?h—OVﬁI’.B
Additionally, unlike the two éntities involved in the Hawaii and New England transactions, Frontier |
is an experienced ielecommunications company with a proven background of snccessful complex

transitions.* Staff agrees with Mr. McCaltion’s assessment of the Frontier’s ability to appropriately

manage the switch-over process.”

59.  Regarding the effect of the transaction on any Verizon employees, Mr. McCarthy
made the following statement:

Vetizon employees whose primary duties relate to the Verizon businesses being
acquired by Frontier, excluding certain employees designated by Verizon, will
immediately after closing continue as employees of one of Frontier’s subsidiaries.
Approximately 11,000 current Verizon employees will fransition over to Frontier
as part of the proposed transaction. While Verizon and Frontier are still in the
process of identifying some of the specific employees who will transition to
Fronmtier, it is clear that the. majority of the Verizon employees who are
experienced and dedicated to the provision of local services in Arxizona will
become part of the Frontier team following the closing of the transaction...
Frontier has also committed that during the first 18 months after the transaction
closes, Frontier will not terminate the employment, other than for cause, of any of
the curremt Verizon employees who are aclively employed as installers or
technicians or are on a leave of absence or other authorized absence with a right
to reinstate. Employees generally will continue in- their existing roles and
- locations, performing functions consistent with those they perform today, after the
transaction is completed. The customer service, network and operations functions
that are critical to Frontier's success in providing high quality service will
continue to work amd provide service in Arizona after the transaction is
complete.

60.  After review of a confidential Employee Matters Agreement filed with Staff under .
seal pursuant to a Protective Order, and further information provided by, and discussions with, the

Applicants, Staff made the following recommendations regarding employee matters:

a) The Applicants shall stipulate that the number of VCA employees
impacted by the proposed transfer will not exceed twenty-two (22) before a
Decision is issued in this mafter. The Applicants shall file with Docket Control,
as a compliance item in this docket, within 60 days of the transaction’s
consummation, a final count of employees, along with a comprehensive
explanation of the compensation and benefit treatment of impacted employees.

new, or substantially modify existing, systems and the perform a coxriplex cutover and have the acquirer assume
;Esponsibilities for operating the network using its new or modified systems,”
4
f‘,-fd, pages 13-16,
** Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 25,
*® Direct Testimony of Danfel McCarthy, pages 30-31.

12 DECISION NO. 71486




v

10
11
12

14
15
16

18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

R VA

Woooor ~1 Oh

,17‘

DOCKET NO. T-01846B-09-0274, ET. AL.

b) For one year following the close of the proposed transfer, or until Verizon

~ and Frontier inform the Commission by filing an affidavit with Docket Control, as -
a compliance item in this docket, that the proposed Transaction activities are
completed, Frontier shall provide written notification with a compliance filing in
Docket Control and to the individual members of the Commission 60 days prior
to any planned transfer-related Arizona workforce layoffs, any planned transfez-
related Arizona plant closings, and any plarwed transfer-related Arizona facility
closings. ' '

¢)  If any Frontier Arizona affiliate chooses to conduct layoffs or facility
closings in Arizona that are attributable to the proposed transfer, it shall file a
report, within two months of the effective date of the layoffs or closings, with the
Commission. The report shall state why it was necessary to do so and what
efforts Frontier made or is making to re-deploy those individuals elsewhere within
Fronutier. This report shall also state whether any savings associated with facility
closings have been re-invested in Frontier’s Arizona operations, and, if not, why
not, This report shall be filed for one year following close of the proposed
transfer or until Frontier informs the Commission by filing an affidavit with
Doc%%et Control that transfer-related activities are completed, whichever comes
last.

61.  Asforthe tfansfer of long distance cusfomefs within VCA’s sefvicé arees from VLD
and VES to Frontier, Staff stated they do not have concerns. Staff noie_d that, because VLD and VES
sent notices in December 2008 regarding their plan to discontinue long distance service in Arizona,
there are not many customers remaining that will be affected by the transfer.*®
. 62. ° Although the Applicants requested a transfer of payﬁhone assets and associated
.CC&N of VCA, Staff and the Applicants agreed that the authority to operate payphone service is
within the scope of an ILEC’s CC&N. As such, Staff asserts “if the Commission approves the
transfer of VCA’s local exchange services CC&N aﬁd the associated assets to Frontier, the approval
to trausfer payphone assets and operate payphones will be included.”

63, One of Frontier’s- overarching objectives in its proposed acquiéi_tion is “achieving
significantly higher broadband availability rates in its service areas. Nationally, Frontier has made
broadband available to over 90% of the households in its service territory via network broadband

il

investments made over the last eight years. According to Frontier, it has made broadband

37 StafPs Late-Filed Update to Surrebuttal Testimony of Armando Fimbres, pages 8-9.
* Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, pages 15-16.

¥ 1d, page 4.

“® Direct Testimony of Danie] McCarthy, page 12.
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available in approximately 87 percent of the Arizona houscholds it serves, and Frontier ﬁlans to focus
on and invest in broadband services in the acquired Verizon Atizona exchanges.”

64.  In order carry out its broadband goals, Frontier plans fo apply for federal Broédband
Stimulus Fun&ing Program under the American Reinvestment and Recoﬁery Act of 2009 (“ARRA”).. |
According to Frontier, the program provides a total of $7.2 billion in grants and loans for investments
in infrastructure and in adoption pro grains in order to further the national goal of strengthening the
country’s broadband infrastructure and improving broadband utilization, particularly in rural areas.”

63. -According to Mr. McCarthy’s Direct Testimony, the next broadband ARRA
application period should be some time in the second quarter of 2010.43 During his testimony at
hgaring, Mr. McCarthy stated that, as of that date, he did not have a specific dollar amount or an idea
for what projects Frontier might request ARRA funds for Arizona** .k Additiopally, Mr. McCarthy
festified that he did not know whether Frontier would be eligible for funds since the overall
transaction between Veriz.on and Frontier i_s not scheduled to close until April 30, 2010, at the
earliest. | | |

Fitness and Properness to Provide Services

64. In his Direct Testimony, Mr, Fimbres indicated that the Verizon entities and the
existing Frontier entities are in compliance with Commission rules and Decisions,* ‘

67 NewILEC and Newl.D do noi currently hold CC&Ns to ﬁrovide telecommunications
services in Arizona. | ' |

68,  In the Merger Agreement, both Verizon and Frontier attest that they are in compliance
with all laws and régulations and there are no material investigations or pending reviews with respect

to any entity or subsidiary of either Verizon or Frontier.”’ At hearing, both Mr. McCallion and Mr.

“Id

“Tr., at 61-62.

“ Tr., at 70-71.

*6 Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 6.

*7 Merger Agreement, §§ 5.6, 5.7, 5.9 and §§ 6.6, 6.7 and 6.15(b).
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McCarthy testified that the attestations iﬁ the Merger Agreement are still true to the best of their
knowledge.*”® |

69.  Staff noted lba;t there are a number of open or pending Dockets for the Applicants.
Frontier has three pending access tariffs as of July 20, 2009, and also has a formal complat
pending,” Staff concludes that these pending dockets should have no br:aﬁng on the outcome of this
Application.*

70.  For the Verizon entities, Staff found several pending dockets. According ﬁ) Staff,
VCA is a party in an Underground Conversion Application involving the Hillerest Bay Community
near Lake Havasn.>' Also, there are the pending dockets for VLD and VES, as noted in the footnotes
to Findings of Fact Nos. 29 and 30,52 Staff stated it has no concerns regarding the Verizon entifies’
pending dockets.”

71.  Staff notes that they searched the Federal Communications Commission’s (“FCC”)
webéite‘ for any compléints against any of the Frontier entities. Between 2003 and 2006, Staff féund
seven complaint prqceedings-; two were dismissed, two were resolved, one was denied and two were
granted. The two that were granted involved unauthorized changes in an end-user’s
telecommunications service provider. Staff states that the FCC did not fine Frontier or Citizens in
either matter. Staff notes that from 2006 forward Staff found no complaints filed with the FCC

gamst the Frontier entities.*

72.  For the period of Januzm\,r 1, 2008, to Tuly 30, 2009, Staff found 37 complaint
pmceedmgs before the FCC against Verizon. Staﬁ" notes that all of the Verizon proceedmgs involved

unauthorized changes in an end-user's telecommunications service provider or a competitor

** Tr., at 39-40, and at §2-83. '
* Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 7. The pending formal complaint is Docket Nos. T-01954B-07-0247 and
T-20526A-07-0247, In the Matter of the Application of Helix Telephone Company for Approval of 2 Formal Complaint
%gamst Citizens Utilities Fural Company, .
Id

51 Id, Docket Nos. E-01345A-07-0663 and T-01846B-07-0663, In the Matier of the Application of Arizona Public
Service Company and Verizon California, Inc., for Approval of a Joint Petition for the Establishment of an Undergmund
Service Area.

52 In Staff's Direct Testimony, page 7, Staff also noted that there was a pending Plan E12 tariff, but stated Staff requeetcd
on July 27, 2009, that the Docket be administratively closed. On November 19, 2009 Decision No. 71364 was issued
administratively closing the Docket.

% Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 7,
* Id, page 9.

1S DECISIONNO.__ 71486




@ o0 w1 v r S w3 B e

B Y = T Vs B - . TR B« N ¥ T O 7 o N =]

26

27

28

.| tramsaction transparent to Verizon’s existing customers.

J customer.

DOCKET NO. T-01846B-09-0274, ET. AL.

complaint. Staff stated, however, that they did not find any FCC complaints iﬁ 2008 or 2009 that
pertained to VCA in Arizona.*® _ |

73'. Staff fdund only one legal proceeding against Frontier and none against Verizon in
2008 or the first half of 2009. According to Staff, a lawsuit was filed.against Frontier Citizens'
Utilities on May 6, 2009, in the Small Claims Division of the: Mohave County Justice Courtﬁ_by a

customer involving a billihg and payment dispute.*

74.  Both Verizon and Frontier assert that the transaction will have no adverse impact on

| the transferred customers, As noted earlier, the physical switch-over of services from Verizon to

Frontier is expected to proceed smoothly. Additioﬁaﬁy, as will be discussed later, Frontier expects to
“offer the same terms, conditions and prices as listed in Verizon’s tariffs and price lists, making the
ws? '

75.  As for services, “Frontier has no plans to ma_ke ény phanges to the services in Arizona
a1-; closing... Frontier will continue to provide local exchange. and domestic interstate and
international interexchange telecommunications and infonnation. services after the closing of the.
transaction withont any material reduction, 'impéimlent, or discontinnance of service to -any
58 ' |

76.  Further, Frontier states that it will not seek to recover any of the associated transaction
costs through an incfease in rates.>’

77.  In order to ensure that the cuétom_crs transferred from Verizon to Frontisr, as well as
Frontier’s existing cusﬁomers, axpcrie__nc_ze no decrease in quality of service, Staff recommends ihat |

Frontier be required to comply with the following conditions:

a) - New ILEC shall maintain the Average Answer Time for the Residential
Service Order Call Center attained by VCA between January 2008 and June 2009
of 69,1 seconds for four years following the effective date of the Decision in this
matter. Evidence of compliance with this condition shall be provided annually as
a confidential filing with the Compliance Section of the Utilities Division by
April 15th of each year for the prior year.

55 I
56

% Direct Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, page 22.

53 -
Id., page 23.

59 Id- -
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b) For the four years following the effective date of the Decision in this
matter, NewlLEC should submit an amiual conﬁdentia}l filing with the
Compliance Section of the Utilities Division due by April 15" of each year. The
filing shall provide monthly comparative service quality and operating
-information to ensure that the Frontier Arizona VCA local exchange areas are
served comparably to the Frontier California VCA local exchange areas that
Frontier has acquired in transactions related to this matter.

c) For four years following the effective date of the Decision in this Inatter,
Frontier’s three Arizona ILECs shall not allow their monthly service quality and
operating performance to decline below their average monthly performance for
the period of January 2008 to June 2009 Eviﬁience, of such operating
pexformance should be provided annually by April 15" of each year for the prior
year in a confidential filing with the Compliance Section of the Utilities
Division. :

78.  Mr. Fimbres testified that it seeks the imposition of these conditions not to see an
improvement by Frontier over Verizon’s current performance, but rather it is Staff’s desire that there
not be deterioration in the customer service that the Verizon customers are accustomed to.5

79.  Additionally, to ensure that Frontier commits to investing in its acquired service areas

in Arizona, Staff recommends that the Commission adopt the following condition:

That NewILEC comumit to local exchange investment levels on a per access line
basis that equals at least the average investment per access line of its three
Frontier Arizona ILECs for the four years following the effective date of the
- Decision in this matter. Evidence of the local exchange investment levels should
be provided annually by April 15™ of each vear for the é%rior year in a confidential
filing with the Utilities Division’s Compliance Section.
Financial Capabilities _ _
80.  Because both NewILEC and Newl.D are newly formed corpofatinns, they will be
relying on the financial resources of the parent corporation, Frontie.
' 81. - Frontier states that in 2008, its revenue was $2.2 billien, with a net income of $182.7
million. For the first quarter of 2009, Frontier’s revenue was $338 million, with a net income of
$36.3 million.%?

82.  According to the Distribution Agreement, the purchase price will be approximateiy

-1 $3.3 billion. Frontier provided the following service and financial information for before and that

anticipated after the transaction:

® Staff's Late-Filed Update to Surrebuttal Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 7.
&1 .

Tr., at 97. .
2 Staff's Late-Filed Update to Surrebuttal Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 7.
2 1d, page 3.
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Summary Financial Coruparison

2008 Statistics Frontier Standalone Frontier Pro Forma

Access Lines 2,250K 7.050K,
Revenue $2.250K ' $6,525M
EBITDA - $1,200M $3,125M
CAPEX ; $290M . $700M

Free Cash ' - - $500M , $1,400M

Net Debt - $4,547M* $8.005M

Net Leverage 38x 2.6x
Dividend/Share ' $1.00 _ $.75
Dividend Payout Ratio ‘ 64.6% . 43.0%

Note: Data pro forma for the year ended December 31, 2008, except as noted.
* As of March 31, 2009.%

83.  As noted in the above Summary, Frontier will change its dividend policy from paying
an annual cash dividend of $1.00 per share, to paying an amnual cash dividend of $.75 per share.

According to Frontier, it believes that the revised dividend policy “affords the combined company the

| financial flexibility 1o use the additional free cash flow to invest in the newly acquired Verizon

territory, offer néw’ products and services, and fncrease broadband capability in its markets over the
next few years.”®* | | | -

84.  Frontier also believes that, following the completion of the transaction, it will be able
to attract additional capital, if needed, to provide quality service and continue to expand its broadband
scrvices.“’_ Overall, Frontier expects that the financial benefits from the trapsaction will allow it to be
able “to bring its product and service penetration in the acquired areas much closer in Iiﬁe to its
performance in its current service areas, resulting in more services for customers and greafer
revenue.”®" |

85, Mr.l Fimbres testified that, although Staff reviewed the financial aspects of the
transaction, Staff did_ not pérfonn a full forensic analysis,*®
Rates and Charges

86.  As noted earlier, Frontier intends to adopt and honor the existing Verizon tariffs, price

lists and contracts for the customers, both retail and wholesale, that Frontier will acquire as a result of

 Direct Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, page 19.
& . 1d, page20.
% 1d,. Page 21.
7 Id,, page 22.
%Iy, a1 115-116.
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the transaction. “This will ensure that the transaction will be transparent to current customers in
Arizona, who generally will continue to receive the same services on the same terms.”®
87.  In its Direct Testimony, Staff noted. that both NewILEC and NewLD will adopt the

VCA, VLD and VES tanffs. Staff reviewed these entities’ tariffs and did not take exception to any

terms or rates within the tariffs.” Staff stated that a response from the Applicants to Staff’s datd

Tequest indicates that the tariffs will not remain exactly the same. Some modification will be |
niecessary because, for example, Verizon has certain proprietary services that Frontier will not be able
to offer.”!

88.  Inresponse to Staff’s comments, Frontier stated as follows:

For the transferred VCA exchanges, most of the Verizon tariffs that currently
apply to those retail customers before the transaction will be resubmitted with the
narne of Frontier Communications of the Southwest Inc. and will apply to those
exchanges after the closing of the proposed transaction. Frontier will offer to the
extent possible, the terms, conditions and prices of VCA's tariffs and price lists as
of the closing, which will make the transaction transparent to VCA’s ‘existing
customers. No regulated intrastate service existing at the time of closing will be
discontinued, interrupted or have its rate increased. Fronmtier, in short, will
initially offer the same regulated retail services that YCA’s customers receive
prior to the closing. The only significant change these customers will see is a
change in the name of their service provider from VCA to Frontier. Over time,
Frontier intends to offer customers new service choices that are currcntly
available to Frontier’s existing Customers?, as well as new products and services
Frontier may make available in the future. 2

'89.  As a condition to approval of the Application, Staff recommends that “NewlLEC
assume or honor all obligations under VCA's current interconnection agreements, tariffs, and uﬂ1ér
existing contractual arrangements of VCA.™ Further, we believe it reasonable to require NewLD to
assume or honor all obligations under VLD and VES’ current tariffs or other existing contractual

arrangements of VLD and VES.

% Direct Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, page 23.

" Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 21.

" 1d, page 24.

" Rebuttal Testimony of Daniel McCarthy, page 23

 Staff's Late-Filed Update to Surrebuttal Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 7.
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90.  Staff notes that VLD currently has a performance bond in the amount of $10,000,
Because NewLD plans to adopt VL.DY’s tariffs, Staff recommends that NewLD be required to file with
the Commission a $10,000 performance bond or irrevocable sight draft letter of credit,™

91, Staff also notes that, “for providers  seeking facﬂities—bascd_ local exchange
1elecommun.ications services -authority, such as Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (“CLECs”),
Staff would be fsic) typicaily recommend & bond of $100,000. Since NewlLEC will become the
ILEC, if approved by the Commission, it will also have the [COLR] responsibilities. Staff, therefore,
does not re;commend a bondrfor ]f\I«ﬂ:wILI-IC.”;”5

92.  Staff also recommends that the existing rate motatorium provided for in Demswn No.
68348 (December 2, 2005), for the VCA service territory remain in effect until thc December 9, 2010
expiration date.” '

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

Transfer of Assefs

93.  Under ARS. § 40-285(A), a public service corporation must obtain Commission

approval before transferring its assets. Generally, the Commission will approve a. transfer if the

transaction is deemed to be in the public interest,

94,  As demonstrated by the above discussion, Frontier has the managerlal financial, and
technical ablllty to effect the operations contemplated by the transaction, Additionally, the
transferred customers will be subject to the same rates, terms and conditions as they were prior to the
transfer, thereby making the _transaction transparent, Further, Frontier actively seeks deploy
broadband services to more rural areas in Arizona.

95. . After a review of the evidence presented by the Applicants, Staff deteﬁnined that the
transaction is in the public interest,”’ and recomimends that the Commission approve the transfer of

the assets pursuant to A.R.S § 40-285."% Staff’s recommendation is reasonable.

™ Direct Testtmony of Armando Flmbres page 21,
P
% !d , page 10.
7 1d, page 29. '
™ Staff’s Late-Filed Update to Surrebuttal Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 6.
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Affiliated Interest Rules

96. The Commission’s Affiliated Interest Rules, A.A.C. R14-2-801 thmﬁgh R14-2-806,
require ufilities with greater than $1 million in jurisdictional revennes to obtain Cbmmijs sion approval
prior to a reorganization transaction. The Commission may reject reorganization if it determines that-
it “would impair the financial status of the public utility, otherwise prevent it from attracting capital
at fair and reasonable terms, or impair the ability of the public ﬁtility to provide safe, reasonable and
adequate service.” |

97.  Based on the cwdence presented by the Applicants to the Commission, we find that

the proposed transaction does not impair the financial status of the pubhc u‘ahty, othérwise prevent it | -

from attracting capital at fair and reasonable terms, or impair the ability of the public utility to
provide safe, reasonable and adeguate service.

98.  Staff recommends that the Commission approve the transfer of assets pursuant to

I A.A.C. R14-2-801, eI_Seq.' Staff’s recommendation isr reasonable,

Notu:e Regulrement

99. AA C. R14-2 1107(A) requires a competitive telecommunications pr0v1der that

1 intends to discontinue service to file with the Coxiumission an application for authonzauon that

includes, among other things, verification that all affected customers have been notified of the

1 proposed discontinuance of servict:.?g' A.AC. R14-2-1107(B) further requires an applicant for

discontinuance of service to publish legal notice of the application in all counties affected and

provides any interested person 30 days thereafter to file an objection to the application, request a

hearing, or submit a motion fo intervene. 7
100. As to the possible application of A.A.C. R14-2-1107(A) to the instant matier, Staff

notes tha{, althoﬁgh “VLD and VES are transferring customers within the VCA territories, they will
A

still retain their state-wide authority so they may continue to serve customers outside of VCA’s

¥ AAC. R14-2-1107(AY2).
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territories. The VLD and VES Resold Long Distance CC&Ns are not being cancelled in this

Applica‘cican.”BU

101. Although VLD and VES-are not seeking to cancel their CC&Ns through this
Application, the Applicants published in a newspaper of general circulation, and mailed to each
customer in the affected service area, a copy of the notice of the Application, as required by Arizona

law.

102.  Additionally, in the Applicants’ Late-Filed Exhibits and Information, the Applicants
assert that, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 64.112Ke), they will pros_ride notice to each affected customer
prior to the traﬁsfer. At the minimum, and in éompliance with 47 C.FR. § 64.1120(6)(3)_, the

Applicants’ notice will include the following information:

a)  The date on which the acquiring carrier will become the subscriber’s new
provider of telecommunications service;

b) The rates, terms, and conditions of the service(s) to be provided by the
acquiring carrier upon the subscriber’s transfer to the acquiring carrier, and the
means by which the acquiring carrier will notify the subscriber of any change(s)
to these rates, terms, and conditions; ' S

c) The acquiring carrier will be responsible for any carrier change charges
associated with the transfer; _

d) The subscriber’s right to select a different preferred carder for the
telecommunications service(s) at issue, if'an alternative carrier is available;

e} All subscribers receiving the notice, even those who have arranged
preferred carrier freezes through their local service providers on the service(s)
involved in the transfer, will be transferred to the acquiring carrier, unless they
have selected a different carrier before the transfer date; existing preferred carrier
freezes on the service(s) involved in the transfer will be lifted; and the subscribers
must contact their local service providérs to arrange a new freeze; .

Whether the acquiring camrier will be responsible for handling any
complaints filed, or otherwise raised, prior to or during the transfer against the
selling or transferring carrier; and :

2 The toll-free customer service telephone number of the acquiring carrier,”

® Staff's Late-Filed Update to Surrebuttal Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 3. Although VLD and VES are not

se¢king to cancel their CC&Ns through this Application, as noted earlier, they are seeking to cancel them through

Elreviously filed applications. Notice of the cancellation to VLD and VES customers was sent in December 2008, '
Applicants” Late-Filed Exhibit and Information, page 2.
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103.  Accordingly, we believe that the affected customers have received _adeqﬁate notice of
the possible transfer, and will receive adequate additional notice prior to the transfer.

Slamming Rules _ ' - : .

104. The Slamming Rules were adopted “to ensure that all Customers in this state are
protecied from an Unauthorized Change in their intraLA’fA, or interLATA long-distance
Telecommunications Company [and are to] be interpreted to promote satisfactory service to the
public...and to establish the rights and responsibilities of both company and Castomer.”*  If
enforced, the Slaroming Rules would require VLD and VES to obtain either written or recorded
verbal authorization from each of its customers before switching them to NewLD for long distance
service;83 |

105. The Commission has in previous decisions granted waivers of the Slamming Rules
when doing so served the public interest.”* The Applicants request a waivér of the Slamming Rules,
and Staff reﬁommends approval of the request.” '

| 106.  As noted previously in relation to the notice that would be required by A.A.C. R14-2-
1107, and/or FCC notice requirements, adequate notice of the proposed transaction has been, and

further notice shall be, provided. Waiver of the Slamming Rules for the transition of VLD and VES’

§ current customers to NewLD for long distance services is in the public interest and should be

approved,

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier _ 7
107. ~ The requiremerits for a designation as an ETC are set forth in 47 U.S.C, § 214{e)(1):.

A common carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier under
paragraph (2) or (3) shall be eligible to receive uniiversal service support in
accordance with section 254 and shall throughout the service area for which the
designation. is received—(A} offer the services that are supported by Federal
universal service support mechanisms under section 254(c), either using its own
facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier’s
services (including the services offered by another eligible telecommunications
carrier); and (B) advertise the availability of such services and the charges using
media of general distribution.

£ AAC. RI4-2-1902.
8 A A.C. R14-2-1905(A).
B See, e.g, Decision No. 70218 (March 27, 2008); Decision No. 70057 {(December 4, 2007); Declsmn Ng. 69573 (May
21 2007); Decision No. 67241 (September 15, 2004).
% Direct Testimony of Armando Fimbres, page 33.
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108. According to Staff, “Frontier affirmed that it would provide each of the services
required by the Federal universal support mechanisms under 47 CF.R. § 54.101(a)...”* 'Fron‘tier

confirmed that it will advertise the availability of such services and charges using media of general

|'distribution.  Further, Frontier has committed to offering Lifeline and Link Up Service to all

qualifying low-income consumers within its service area, pursuant to 47 CFR. §§ 54.405 and
54.411(a) using the rates contained in the existing VCA tariffs.”’ 7

109. Staff does not object to Frontier’s request for an ETC designation. As noted by Staff
in Mr. Fimbres’ Direct Testimoﬁy, both VCA and all three of Frontier’s ILECs currently hold ETC |-
designations, and Frontier has providéd the information required by Staff. Therefore, Staff
recommends that Frontier be assigned an ETC designation for the VCA service area it is .acquiring,:
pe:iding approval by the Commission of the proposed transaction,®

Other Regulatorv Requirements

110. Pursuant to A.A.C. R14-2-1308(A) and federal laws and rules, local exchange carriers

‘must make number portability available to. facilitate the ability of customers to-swilch between

authorized local carriers with a given wire center without changing their telephone number and
without inipairment to quality, functionality, reliability or convenience of use.

111.  Commission rules require NewLD to file a tariff forleach competitive service that
states the maximum rate as well as the effective (actual} price that will be charged for the service.
Under A A.C. R14-2-1109(A), the minimum rate for a service must not be below the total service
long-run incremental cost of providing the service. Any change to NewLD’s effective price for a
s'ewice must comply with A.A C. R14-2-1109, and any change to the maximum rate for a service in
the Comﬁany’s tariff must comply with A.A.C. R14-2-1110.

' 112. A.A.C. R14-2-1204(A) requires all telecommunicatioﬁs service providers .that
interconmect to the public switched network to provide funding for the Arizona Universal Service

Fund (*AUSF™). A.A.C. R14-2-1204(B)(3)(a) requires new -felecommunications service providers

% Id., page 22.
¥ Id, page 23,
® Jd, page 18.
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j that begin providing toll service after April 26, 1996, to pay AUSF charges as provided under A.A.C.

R14-2-1204(B)(2).

113. A.A.C. R14-2-2001 et seq. establish requirements to protect Arizona consumers from

| unauthorized carrier charges (“cramming™) and apply to each public service corporation providing

telécommunications services within the Sfate of Arizona and over which the Commission has
jurisdiction. |

114. Pursnant to ALA.C. R14-2-1108, NewLD has requested that its telecommunications
services in Arizona be classified as competitive. NewLD’s proposed: services should be classified as
competitive because there are alternatives to its proposed services; ILECs and large facilities-based
interexchange carriers hold a virtual monopoly in local exchange .markets and in the interLATA
interexchange market; NewLD .\.Nﬂl ﬁavc to convince cﬁstomejrs to purchase its services; NewlLD has
no ability to adveréely afféci the local exchange or interexchange market as several CLECs and '
ILECs provide local exchange and interexchange servic‘és;- and NewLD therefore will have no

market power in those local exchange markets or interexchange markets where alternative providers

I o telecommunications services exist.

| STAFE’S RECOMMENDATIONS AND CDNDITIONS

115.  After the conc'lu'sion of the hearing, Staff filed its Late-filed Update to Surrebuttal
Testimony of Armando Fimbres setting forth its final recommendations and conditions.

116.  Staff makes the following recommendations:

a) The Commission should approve the transfer of VCA’s local exchange
services CC&N to NewILEC; _ _ :

b) The Commission should approve the fransfer and future operations of
payphone assets from VCA to Frontier without the issuance of a COPT CC&N;

c) The Commission should approve the transfer of long distance customers from
VLD and VES to NewLD within the local exchange service areas of VCA, grant a
waiver of the Commission Slamming Rules in connection with the transfer, and grant
a Long Distance Reseller CC&N to NewLD;

d)  The Commission should allow New ILEC to adopt the tariffs of VCA and
allow NewLD to adopt the tariffs of VLD and VES; = - _

e) The Commission should designate NewILEC in the scrvice areas proposed for
transfer as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier with the same status as VCA;
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The Commission should approve the transfer of assets pursuant to AR.S. § 40-
285 and A.A.C. R14-2-801, ef seq., and take such other measures and provide any
additional approvals as the Commission may deem necessary to allow the parties to
complete the transaction; and

g) The Commission should order compliance with Staff’s conditions stated
below.

‘Staff recommends that the Applicants be required to comply with the following

a) NewILEC shall assume or honor all obligations under VCA’s current
mterconnectmn agreements, tariffs, and other existing contractual arrangements of
VCA, -

" b) At the conclusion of all pending dockets, NewILEC shall comply with all
. previous Comnnssmn orders and all future Commission orders;

c) New ILEC shall maintain the Average Answer Time for the Residential
Service Order Call Center attained by VCA between January 2008 and June 2009 of
69.1 seconds for four years following the effective date of the Decision in this matter.
Evidence of compliance with this condition shall be provided annually as a
confidential filing with the Compliance Section of the Utilities Division by April 15th
of each year for the prior year;

d) For four years following the effective date of the Decision in the matter,
NewILEC shall file with Docket Control, as a compliance item in this docket, any
California or Nevada Commission Order related to this matter that bears on Frontier’s
management and operations located in Arizona, within 30 days of such Order’ s
issuance;

c) That for the four years following the effective date of an Order in this matter
NewlLEC should submit an annual conﬁdentlal filing with the Compliance Section of
the Utilities Division due by April 15™ of each year. The filing shall provide monthly
comparative service quality and operating information to ensure that the Frontier
Arizona VCA local exchange areas arc served comparably to the Frontier California
VCA local exchange arcas that Frontier has acquired in ttansactions related to this
matter;

1) For four years following the effective date of the Decision in this matter,
Frontier’s three Arizona TLECs shall not allow their monthly service quality and

- operating performance to decline below their average monthly performance for the

period of January 2008 to June 20%9 .Evidence of such operating performance should
be provided annually by April 15™ of each year for the prior year in a confidential
filing with the Compliance Section of the Utilities Division;

 The existing rate moratorium for the VCA service territory shall remain in
effect until the December 9, 2010 expiration date, as ordered by Decision No. 68348;

h) NewlLEC shall commit to jocal exchange investment 1evels on a per access
line basis that at least equals the average investment per access line of it three Frontier
Arizona ILECs for the four years following the effective date of the Decision in this
matter. Ev1dence of local exchange investment levels should be provided annually by
April 15" of each year for the prior year in a confidential filing with the Compliance
Section of the Utilities Division;
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i) For four years following the effective date of the Decision in this matter,
Frontier shall report to the Commission (1) the number of VoIP lines served by any
Frontier affiliate within the New ILEC service area and by Frontier’s three Arizona
ILECs by April 15™ of each year for the prior year, and (2) Frontier shall attest that the
Arizona State assessments for VolP serviees provided by an Frontier affiliate or ILEC
have been properly paid. Such attestation should be made as an addendum to
Frontier’s Annual Report due by Aprit 15% of each year for the prior year in a
confidential filing with the Compliance Section of the Utilities Division;

J) For four years following the effective date of the Decision in the matter,

" Verizon shall attest that Arizona State Assessments for any VolP services provided by

Verizon affiliates holding CC&Ns in Arizona as an addendum to Anmuaf Reports due
by April 15 of each year. The attestation should be provided annually by April 15"
of each year for the prior year in a confidential filing with the Compliance Section of
the Utilities Division; C

k) The Applicants shall stipulate that the number of VCA employees impacted by
the propoesed transfer will not exceed twenty-two before a Decision is issued in this
matter. The Applicants shall file with Docket Control, as a compliance item in this
docket, within 60 days of the Transaction’s consummation, a final count of employees,
along with a comprehensive explanation of the compensation and benefit treatment of
impacted employees;

§) For one year following the close of the proposed transfer, or until Verizon and
Frontier inform the Commission by filing an affidavit with Docket Control, as a
compliance item in this docket, that the proposed Transaction activities are completed,
Frontier shall provide written notification with a compliance filing in Docket Control
and to the individual members of the Commission 60 days prior to any planned

‘transfer-related Arizona workforce layoffs, any planned transfer-related Arizona plant

closings, and any planned transfer-related Arizona facility closings; :

m) If any Frontier Arizona affiliate chooses to conduct layoffs or facility closings
in Arizona that are attributable to the proposed transfer, it shall file a report, within
two months of the effective date of the layoffs or closings, with the Commission,
stating why it was necessary to do so and what efforts Frontier made or is making to
re-deploy those individuals elsewhere within Frontier. This report shall also state

‘whether any savings associated with facility closings have been re-invested in

Frontier’s Arizona operations, and, if not, why not. This report shall be filed for one
year following close of the proposed transfer or until Frontier informs the Commission
by filing an affidavit with Docket Control that transfer-related activities are
completed, whichever comes last; and

n)  Frontier and Verizon shall file with Docket Control, as a compliance item in
this docket, within 60 days of the Transaction’s completion, a Notice of Completion
notifying the Commission that all transactions contemplated under the Transaction
Documents, as related to the transaction activities in Arizona, are complete.

Additionally, we find it reasonable to require NewLD fo assume or honor all

obligations under VLI)’s and VES® current tariffs or other existing contractual arrangements of VLD

and VES. Consistent with past Decisions,” the notice advising customers of VLD's and VES’

[y
=]

¥ See, for example, Decision No, 70057 (December 4, 2007},
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transfer to NewlD, and of NewLD’é assumption of VLD’s and VES’ tariffs, shall also advise

customers that they have the option of selecting a new service provider if they do not wish to become

{| a NewLD customet.

119. After review of the Application for the transfer of VCA’s CC&N; Staff concluded
that, based on its evaluation of NewILEC’s technical and financial capabilities to provide facilities-

based local exchange services, Staff recom_fnendf. approval of the transfer, subject to the following

conditions.
a) NewlLEC shall comply with all Commission rules, order, and otber
requirements applicable to an Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier;
b) NewlILEC shall maintain its accounts and records as required by the
Commission; '

¢) New ILEC shall submit through a filing with Docket Control, all financial and
other reports that the Commission may require, and in a form and at such times as the
Commission may designate;

d) NewILEC shall maintain on file with the Commission all current tariffs and
rates, and any service standards that the Commission may require;

¢)  NewlILEC shall comply with the Comnﬁssion’s rules and modify its tariffs to
conform to these rules if it is determined that there is a conflict between NewiLEC’s
tariffs and the Commission’s rules; : »

f) NewILEC shall participate in and contribute to the AUSF, as required by the
Commission; -

g) NewlILEC shall notify the Commission immediately upon changes to its name,
address, or telephone number through a filing with Docket Control;

h)  NewILEC shall take on all COLR responsibilities in connection with the.
provision of facilities-based local exchange service within the current service area of
VCA; and _ '

i) NewlLEC shall file conforming tariffs reflecting the existing rates, terms, and
conditions listed in VCA’s tariffs.

120. After review of the Application for the issuance of a CC&N to NewlD for.the
provision of competitive interexchange iong distaﬁce services, Staff concluded that, based on its
evaluation of NewLD’s technical and financial capabilities to provide competitive interexchange long
distance services, Staff recommends approval of rthe issu;mce of the CC&N to NewLD, subject to the

following c_onditions{
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a) NewLD shall comply with all Commission rules, orders, _aﬁd other
requirements relevant to the provision of intrastate telecommunications serviee;

b) NewLD shall maintain its accounts and records as required by "the
Commission; ‘

¢) NewLD> shall submit through a filing with Docket Control all financial and
other reports that the Commission may require, and in the form and at such times as
the Commission may designate; :

d) Newl.D shall maintain on file with the Commission all cuirent tariffs and rafes,

* .and any service standards that the Commission may require;

e) NewLD shall comply with the Commission’s rules and modify its tariffs to
conform to these rules if it is determined that there is a conflict between NewLD’s

tariffs and Commission rules;

1} NewLD shall cooperate _With Commission investigations including, but not
limited to, customer complaints;

"g)  NewLD shall participate in and contribute to the AUSF, as required by the

Commission; :

)  NewLD shall notify the Commission immediately upon changes to its name,

_ address, and/or telephone number through a filing with Docket Control;

i) NewLD’s intrastate interexchange service offerings should be classified as
competitive pursuant to A.A.C. R14-2-1108; .

i)  NewLD shall file conforming tariffs reflecting the existing rates, terms, and
conditions in VES’s and VLD’s tariffs; :

k) The maximum rates for NewLD’'s services shall be the maximum rates

contained in VES’s and VLD’s tariffs until further order of the Commission;

1) The minimum rates for NewLD’s competitive services shall be its total service
long run incremental costs of providing those services as set forth in A.A.C. R14-2-
1109, and as set forth in VES’s and VLD’s tariffs until NewLD complies with any and
alt Commission rules and orders applicable to changes in minimum rates;

m) In the event that NewLD states only one rate in its proposed tariff for a
competitive service, the rate stated should be the effective (actual) price to be charged |
for the service as well as the service’s maximum rate. Such rate shall reflect the
current rate now charged by VLD or VES until such time as NewLD complies with
any and all applicable rules and orders of the Commission with respect to any change
in rates and obtains Commission approval as necessary;

n} NewLD's fair value rate base is zero;

0} In the event that NewLD requests to discontinue and/or abandon its service
area, it must provide notice to both the Commission and its customers. Such notice(s)
shall be in accordance with A.A.C. R14-2-1107; and

p) NewLIX’s CC&N shall be considered null and void, after due process, if it fails
to comply with the following conditions:
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i. NewLD shall file conforming tariffs through a compliance filing with Docket
‘Control within 30 days from the effective date of the Deciston in this matter;

ii. NewLD shall procure either a performance bond or an irrevocable sigﬁt draft
letter of credit equal to $10,000;

iii. NewLD shall docket the original performance bond or irrevocable sight draft
letter of credit with the Commission’s Business Office and copies of the
performance bond or irrevocable sight draft letter of credit with Docket
Control, as a compliance item in this docket, within 90 days of the effective
date of a Decision in this matter or 10 days before the first customer is served,
whichever comes earlier, NewLD shall notify the Commission when its first
customer is served. The performance bord or irrevocable sight draft letter of
credit must remain in effect until further order of the Commission. The
Commission may draw on the performance bond or irrevocable sight draft
letter of credit, on behalf of, and for the sole benefit of, NewLD’s customers, if
“the Commission finds, in its discretion, that NewlD is in default of its
obligations arising from its Certificate. The Commission may use the
performance bond or irrevocable sight draft letter of credit funds, as
appropriate, to protect NewLD''s customers and public interest and take any
and all actions the Commission deerus necessary, in its discretion, including,
but not limited to, returning prepayments or deposits collected from NewlLD’s
customers; and '

iv. NewLD shall notify the Commission through a compliance filing with Docket
Control within 30 days of serving its first customer.

121, We note that the Applicants did not file any objections to Staffs final
recommendations and conditions. We find that Staff’s recommendations and conditions are

reasonable and shall be adopted.
| * CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

‘ 1. VCA, VES, VLD, NewlLEC and NewLD are public service corporations within the
meaning of Article XV of the Arizona Constitution and A.R.S. §40-281 and 40-282.

2. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Applicants and the subject matter of the
Application.

3. Notice of the Application was given in accordance with the law. _

4. AR.S §§ 40-282 allows a telecommunications company to file an application for a

CC&N to provide competitive telecommunications services.

5. Pursuant to Article XV of the Arizona Constitution, as well as the Arizona Revised
Statutes, it is in the public interest for NewlLEC and NewLD to provide the telecommunications
services set forth in the Application. -

. 6. Pursuant to AR.S. § 40-285, the transfer of assets from VCA to NewlILEC and from
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VLD and VES to Newl.D is in the public interest. |

7. Purs’;uant to A.A.C. R14-2-801 et seq., the transfer of assets from VCA to NewILEC
and from VLI} and VES to NewLD> will not impair the financial étatus of the public utility, otherwise
prevent it from atiracting capital at fair and reasonable terms, or impair the ability of the public ;itility
to provide safe, reasonable and adequate service.

8. NewILEC is a fit and propér entity to receive a CC&N as an incumbent local
exchange carrier of tclecommunications services in Arizoﬁa, subject to Staff’s recommendations and
conditions set forth herein.

2. NewlILEC is a fit and proper entity to receive an ETC designation.

10.  NewlLD is a fit and proper entity to receive a CC&N to provide resold long distance

telecommunications services in Arizona, subject to Staff’s recomwendations and conditions set forth

L The telecommunications services that NewLD intends to provide are competitive
within Arizona. |
112.. - Staff’s recommendaﬁons, as set forth in Findings of Fact No. 116, and Staff’s
conditions as set forth in Findings of Fact No. 117, 119 an.d 120, as well as the conditions in Findings
of Fact No. 118, are reasonable and should be adopted.
ORDER
IT IS THEREFORﬁ ORDERED that the Application of Verizon California, Inc., Verizon
Long Distance, LLC, Verizon Enterprises Solutions, LLC, Frontier Communications Corporation,
New Communications of the Southwest, Inc., and 'New_Connnunications Onkine and Long Distance,
Inc., for approval of the transfer of Verizon California, Inc.’s, iocal exchange carrier services to New
Communications of the Southwest, Inc., and the transfer of Verizon Long Distance, LLC’s, and
Verizon Enterprises Solutions’ compeﬁtive interLATA/intralL ATA resold telecommunications
services {except local exchange services) to New Communicatioﬁs Online and Long Distance, Inc., is
hereby granted subject to the recommendations, as set forth in Findings of Fact No. 119, and St;aff’s
conditions as set forth in Findings of Fact No. 116, and Staff’s conditions as set forth in Findings of

Fact No. 117, 119 and 120, as well as the conditions in Findings of Fact No. 118.
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1T IS FURTHER ORDERED fhat if New Communications Online and Long Distance, Inc.,
fails to coroply with the timeframes stated in Findings of Fact No. 120(p), the Certificate of
Convéﬁience and Necessity granted berein shall be considered nul! and void, after due process.
[T IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Decision shall become effective immediately.
| BY ORDER OF THE ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION.

g2
|crar AN - /7 CHMMISSIONER

\f,

CO R / COMMISSIONER v _' s C/OMMISS@K

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, ERNEST G. JOHNSON,
Executive Director of the Arizona Corpotation Commission,
have hereunfo set my hand and caused the official seal of the
Commission to be affixed at the Capitol, in the City of Phoemx

this 22+4day of jz3 .ty 2010,

E ST G'YOHRKSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DISSENT

DISSENT.
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- Exhibit 1
Pagelof 5

Corp oréi:e Structure Pre- and Post-Merger

" The following slides illustrate the Froutier Commumications Corporation and Verizon

~ Communicatons Inc. corporate structure for the affected incumbent local exchange
" gompapies ((LECs) and long distance service companies pre- and post-merger.

Slide 1 (page 2 of 5) shows the current Verizon structure for the Verizon entitics
ipvolved in this transaction, All the affected Verizon IUECs (except Verizon West
Virginia Inc.) are subsidiaries of GTE Corporation, which is 2 subsidiary of Verizon
Cormnpication Ine, Verizon West Virginia Inc. ig 8 dirsct subsidiary of Vertizont
Communications Jnc. New Communications Heldings Inc. (NCH) is & newly created
Delawars corparation, formed for purposes of this transaction, and that cutrently iz a
direct subsidiary of Verizon Communications Inc. '

Slide 2 (page 3 of 5) shows the Verizon structure afier the ILECs are transferred to NCH.
NCH has two subsidiaries: New Communications ILEC Holdings Inc., and New
Commmnications Online and Long Distance Inc. The affected Verizon ILECs will be
moved from GTE Corporation (or, in the case of Verizon West Virginia Ine., from
Verizor Commmmications Ine.) to New Commmunications ILEC Holdings Inc. Certain
non-ILEC assets, including the accounts receivables, liabilities, and customer ,
selationskips related to the long distance operations being transfemed to Fromtier, will be
moved to New Commumications Online and Long Distance Ing,

$lide 2 also shows two newly created ILEC subsidiaries of New Communications ILEC
Holdings Ins.; New Comnmmications of the Southwest Inc., and New Comtounications of
the Carclinas Inc. New Communications of the Southwest Inc. will hold the assets of
‘Yerizon California Inc. that serve Arizona, Nevada, and those portions of California
bordering Arizona and Nevada that are being transferred to Fromtier. New
Comirmmications of the Carolinas Inc. will hold the assets of Verizon South Inc. that
serve North Carolina, South Carolina, and 2 portion of Illineis. (Verizon California Inc.
and Verizon South Ing. serve other areas not inchuded in the transaction, and thexefore
Verizan will retain these companies.)

Slide 2 alsa shows a new ILEC subsidiary of GTE Corporation: Verizon Nerth Retfain

Co. When created, this coxopany will hold the assets of Verizon North Inc. that currently -
serve portions of Pennsylvania. These Pennsylvania assets will not be transferred to
TFrontiet; Verizon will retain them.

Slide 3 {page 4 of 5) shows the distribution of NCH to Verizon’s sharebolders.
Siid_e 4 {page 5 of 5) shows Frontier Commimieations’ corporate structure after NCH'has -

been merged into it, Ownership and control of the existing Frontier ILECy and Frontier
Communications of Ametica, Inc. will not change as a result of the transaction.
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