
 

JOHN W. STEPHENS 
Email: STEPHENS@ESLERSTEPHENS.COM
DIRECT DIAL:  (503) 935-5393 
 

December 12, 2008 
 

Via Electronic and First Class Mail 
Filing Center 
Public Utility Commission 
P.O. Box 2148 
Salem, Oregon   97308-2148 
 

Re: Open an investigation into electric companies providing Qualified Reporting 
Entity services for certification of renewable energy certificates by the Western 
Renewable Energy Generation Information System, PUC Docket No. UM 1394—
Opening Comments of the Renewable Northwest Project 

 
Dear Filing Center: 

 Enclosed please find an original and one copy of Opening Comments of the Renewable 
Northwest Project (“RNP”).  Thank you for your courtesies. 

 
Yours truly, 
 
/s/ John W. Stephens 
 
 
John W. Stephens 

 
JWS/mec 
cc:  Service List 
Enclosures 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
OF OREGON 

 
UM 1394 

 
In the Matter of    ) 
      ) Opening Comments 
THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION ) of the Renewable 
OF OREGON    ) Northwest Project 
      ) 
Open an investigation into electric   )  
companies providing Qualified   )  
Reporting Entity services for certification ) 
of renewable energy certificates by the  ) 
Western Renewable Energy Generation ) 
Information System    ) 
 
The Renewable Northwest Project (RNP) submits these brief opening 
comments consistent with the Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling on 
December 2 modifying the schedule.  These comments are not structured in 
response to each of the specific questions in the Revised Joint Issues List.  
Instead, at this point, RNP is providing general input on the broader issues in 
the docket.    
 
RNP believes that utilities are in the best position to provide Qualified 
Reporting Entity (QRE) service for generators located both in their service 
territory and/or within their Balancing Authority control area.   RNP supports 
the Commission requiring Oregon utilities to provide QRE service to 
generators over 360 kW upon request.  However, this is not an issue unique to 
Oregon or for which Oregon utilities can alone solve the problem.  The 
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and the California Independent 
System Operator (Cal ISO) already offer QRE service without charge to 
generators within their balancing authority.  The Commission should follow 
their lead in this docket and set a regional precedent.  RNP pledges to address 
this issue with other utilities and Commissions in Washington, Montana and 
Idaho. 
 
Since the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System 
(WREGIS) does not have the capability to directly acquire generating data 
from generation units, a QRE is needed to upload such data on a monthly 
basis.  Such metering data in many cases is already available to utilities, 
streamlining their ability to provide QRE service.  We acknowledge there may 
be situations where the utility does not have access to the needed data (e.g., 
Issue 1.c., possibly where the generator is not interconnected to the utility’s 
distribution or transmission system). 
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 For generators themselves to be a QRE, they must show FERC functional 
separation and small generators may have difficulty doing so.  If they can 
make this showing, the cost of becoming a QRE themselves may be prohibitive 
for a generator.  Without utilities providing QRE service, most generators 
would likely need to hire a third-party QRE service provider, again incurring 
additional costs.   
 
RNP recognizes that the utilities have provided some initial information about 
the costs of providing QRE service.  But we believe more information is 
needed, particularly about the incremental cost of providing QRE service, to 
determine what, if any, costs should be borne by the generators. 
 
In summary, utilities are in the best position to provide QRE service and 
should do so for any generators within their service territory or balancing 
authority control area that request this service of them.  Streamlining provision 
of QRE service should increase REC certification with WREGIS, making more 
RECs available for voluntary and compliance markets.   
 
Thank you for consideration of these comments.  We look forward to 
reviewing the other comments filed this week and providing additional input in 
January. 
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 DATED this 12th day of December, 2008. 
 
      ESLER STEPHENS & BUCKLEY 
 
 

By:  /s/ John W. Stephens     
John W. Stephens, OSB No. 77358 
stephens@eslerstephens.com
Of Attorneys for Renewable Northwest 
Project 
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