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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

OF OREGON

AR 515

In the Matter of )
) COMMENTS OF PORTLAND

A Rulemaking to Adopt Rules Related to ) GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
Net Metering )

Portland General Electric Company (PGE) offers the following comments regarding the 

proposed net metering rules that implement ORS 757.300.  Net metering allows a customer to 

offset electric usage by means of a safely interconnected, qualifying generation source.  As PGE 

stated at the April 6th hearing, PGE supports the proposed rules.  The resulting rules are 

innovative and reflect a number of new approaches to accommodate and encourage net metering 

facilities. 

In particular, PGE supports the proposed rules because the rules emerged as a result of a 

collaborative process that carefully considered and weighed many different options and 

approaches to key net metering issues.  Key issues examined by the stakeholders included the net 

metering facility kW size limits, interconnection requirements and processes, treatment of excess 

energy and aggregation of meter usage and net metered output.  In addition, the rulemaking 

process evaluated impacts on other customers that are not net metering customers to assure that 

reliability and cost impacts to the utilities were adequately addressed and that benefits from net 

metering accrue to all customers.  

The various sections of the proposed rules work together to fulfill the requirements of 

ORS 757.300.  For example, while the rules propose to significantly increase the kW size limit 

for nonresidential net metering facilities, the rules also provides “scaled” interconnection review 
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requirements that place more review requirements on large facilities compared to small net 

metering projects.  This provides net metering customers with a clear and convenient process 

that still assures reliability of the distribution system, and utility and public safety, even with the 

significant increase in the kW size limit from 25 kW to 2 MW.  

Similarly, in an integrated manner the rules provide clarity for the treatment of excess 

energy, both on a month to month and on an annual basis, as well as a means to assure that net 

metering facilities are appropriately sized to offset a customer-generators load.  Excess energy 

produced in one month is carried forward to offset energy usage in the subsequent month.  An 

annual kWh carry-forward limit on excess generation achieves the goal that generation (on an 

annual basis) be limited to a customer’s on-site usage.

The proposed rules on aggregating meters (at 860-039-0065) introduce a new option that 

provides customer-generators with the ability to combine usage from certain other utility electric 

meters on the customer’s contiguous property.  The customer is able to offset the usage at the 

other meters (that are on the same rate schedule) with the generation in excess of the usage at the 

actual net metering location (the designated meter).  This option gives some customers additional 

capability to appropriately size the net metering facility and manage excess energy production.  

The rule lays out a balanced process for aggregation that acknowledges the significant 

administrative requirements of aggregating multiple meters’ usage and managing the billing 

process while allowing aggregation in a manner consistent with statutory limitations.  

The key benefit of the proposed aggregation option is that aggregation gives net metering 

customers the ability extend the reach of a net metering facility’s excess generation to additional 

loads without changing the on-site electrical wiring configuration that would otherwise be 

necessary. The serving utility continues to serve each separate electricity account and separate 
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point of delivery to the aggregated meters.  The utility also continues to read all the meters, 

prepares multiple net metered billings after determining the amounts of energy to be offset by 

specific meter, and maintains records to track excess usage to address annual excess energy 

disposition.  The requirement that aggregation applies to the energy usage only and only between 

meters on the same rate schedule is important for the reasonable management of the impact of 

this new and unique option.  Further, nothing in the rules limits the customer-generator from 

rearranging the wiring behind the point of delivery to achieve load aggregation.  Therefore, PGE 

supports the aggregation as proposed and does not recommend modification or expansion of the 

proposed rule language for this option.

PGE supports the rules as proposed, as they establish a strong base for net metering 

projects yet balance that with other customer and administrative impacts while ensuring the 

continued reliability and safety of our system.

Thank you for the opportunity comment on the proposed rules.

DATED this 9th day of May 2007.

Respectfully Submitted,

/S/ J. RICHARD GEORGE
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